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TO THE HONOURABLE THE HOME SECRETARY, 


Srr,—I have the honour to submit, for your information, my usual Report on statistics relating to 
agricultural and pastoral pursuits for the year 1896. ‘The preparation of the section relating to the first- 
named branch of the subject at least has afforded opportunity for more satisfactory deductions than was 
the case last year; but the extremely dry weather which obtained over a large portion of Queensland 
during the greater part of 1896 was yery prejudicial to the interests of those engaged in depasturing 
live stock, and the result is shown by an appreciable decline in the numbers of all kinds of stock in the 
colony at the end of last year. 


COLLECTION OF STATISTICS. 

The collection of the schedules relating to agriculture and the manufacturing industries devolves 
upon the police, and, with but few exceptions, is carried out in a most painstaking and intelligent manner ; but 
the absence of expert collectors, who would be qualified by experience to estimate the areas to be devoted 
to each kind of crop, and to form conclusions as to the probable results in anticipation of the harvest, 
makes it hardly possible, with much prospect of success, to do more than obtain records of facts 
respecting the crops after they have been garnered. 

The improvement which was so pronounced last year in connection with the collection of the 
returns of the number of live stock under “ Zhe Stock Returns Act of 1893” was not continued this 
year. Owners did not, in a number of instances, make their returns except under extreme pressure ; 
and the consequent work thrown upon the clerks of petty sessions and upon the officers of my 
Department was very great. Every opportunity which offered was taken advantage of, both to initiate 
the public into the requirements of the law upon this point and to give facilities to them for obtaining 
the forms. The necessity for making these returns was notified through the Advertising Board in the 
public Press throughout the colony ; and head teachers of many State schools were supplied with forms, 
and, with the permission of the Minister for-Public Instruction, they were requested to make known to 
the children, and through them to their parents, that they were required to furnish returns. In addition 
to this, the police also issued the schedules when collecting the agricultural statistics, and impressed 
upon the owners of stock the necessity of making the return under penalty, but the efforts made had 
not the desired result. 

I think it is probable that the fact that there was no collection this year under the Meat and 
Dairy Act may have caused some misconception on the part of the public as to the need for making 
these returns; and this is the more exeusable when even some clerks of petty sessions were led into the 
same error, in spite of the issue of copies of the Stock Returns Act, accompanied by full explanations 
and instructions. In connection with this subject I may mention that it is extremely difficult to impress 
upon some of the clerks of petty sessions the necessity for punctuality in obtaining returns of stock. 
The Statistical Department is compelled by statute to have the list of live-stock owners supplied to 
rabbit boards and marsupial boards in time for their elections, which means by the lst of May in each 
year. Compiling these lists and having them printed necessarily take some time after the schedules 
come to my hands. It is therefore impossible to have them issued punctually unless the clerks of petty 
sessions take the necessary steps to have all the schedules collected which are due from their district by 
the end of February at the latest ; but some of these officers overlook their duties in this respect to such 
an extent that it is quite usual to receive letters from them in the middle of May, saying they are 
then about to cause proceedings to be taken against defaulting owners—a step which should be taken at 
least two months earlier than they consider expedient. 
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DECREASE IN LIVE STOCK, 
The following table shows the number of each kind of live stock depastured in the colony at the 
end of each of the last two years :— 


be ie A. 
‘ 1 
Year. Horses. Horned Cattle. Sheep. | Pigs. 
io = oe ae as } — = — — — ae 

* ee E ~ 

1895 oe eae ie ae ea 468,743 6,822,401 19,856,959 | 100,747 

1896 cae ar fo sia Re 452,207 6,507,377 | 19,593,696 97,434 
x i Se eB en |- |- ight 2 Bd a 

. a | 
Numerical Decrease in 1896 ... er 16,536 315,024 263,263 3,313 
Centesimal Decrease in 1896 ... wy 3°53 4°63 | 1:33 | 8:29 


The decrease in horses, amounting to 16,536, is not a matter of great moment, as the supply is 
fully equal to the needs of the colony, and the prospects of outside markets in which to dispose of any 
surplus at a remunerative rate are not very promising. A few are still shipped to. India, but the demand 
there appears to be limited, and the conditions very stringent; and although good prices can sometimes 
be realised for first-class animals, the charges for freight, &c., absorb a large proportion of the profit. 
Moreover, the demand does not appear to be sufficient to justify the employment of suitable and properly 
fitted ships ; consequently the losses on unsuitable vessels now employed are frequently heavy. Recently 
the action of the Imperial War Office authorities in moving to obtain 10,000 horses, for remounts, from 
Argentina in South America was availed of to try and obtain a share of the business for Australia; but 
it does not seem probable that, with a voyage of from three to four times the length, much prospect of 
successful competition really offers. More recent reports, however, would appear to make the matter of 
a share in this trade more hopeful for Australia, because so remote is the prospect of suitable remounts 
being obtained from Argentina that only 5 per cent. of all horses inspected there were found at all up to 
the standard of animal required. Fully one-fourth of the decrease in horses may be accounted for by the 
excess of exports over imports ; for whereas only 1,216 horses were brought into the colony 5,695 were 
sent away. ‘The decrease in cattle and sheep is of much greater moment, as it directly affects the chief 
productive industry of the colony; and yet, in view of the prolonged period of dry weather which was 
experienced, especially in the South-western portionsof the colony, the losses have hardly proved so severe 
as was generally expected. Cattle suffered more than sheep, both actually and relatively, particularly in 
the Warrego district, which bore the brunt of the drought, and which is chiefly devoted to this class of 
live stock. 

The ratios of increase or decrease in each kind of live stock, for each of the past ten years, are 
given in the following table :— 


Year. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. 

eo) ee nea ae, 9°75 Bate 9°88 be 33°39 fr 19°08 
ESS8) \.5. Ane eas 6:04 ae 4:05 wea 4°01 .. «6 OB 
1889). ... iw aoe 8°61 feb 4°67 5c 7°64 eis 17-01 
1890 .... ae ae 3°82 25 14°08 ioe 24°44 oe 19°95 
LSoL” ras a 9°20 ne 11°42 4 12°67 ys 26°67 
TBO2: * oy ea ae 5°86 aie 6°44 con 6:99 | 6 468 
1893 ... ae ae 1°65 ae Ld4: .. — 13°87 we —ALT7 
1894 ... ee ae 3°35 yee 4°78 Een 4°76 beh 31-71 
1895°... wep ee 5°55 — 2°72 wee 1:37 Ae, 12:34 
ESUG) ..: Stef .. —3'53 — 4°63 ..)6 138 .. «6 —38'29 

— Decrease. 


From this table it is seen that horses have increased each year of the decade, except in 1896; iu 
cattle there has been a decline in numbers during each of the past two years. In 1893 the decrease 
in sheep was very great, amounting to nearly one-seventh of the whole number; whilst last year the ratio 
of the decline was almost the same as the increase in the preceding year, leaving the number in the 
colony at the end of 1896 about the same as at the end of 1894. 

It is to be feared that the present year will at its close leave even a less satisfactory record, as 
the result of a severe and continued drought and ticks combined. These visitations, which proved 
sufficiently disastrous during 1896, are still afflicting the colony, and at the time of writing with little or 
no sign of abatement. 

The worst effects of the drought are experienced in the interior, in the Western portions of the 
colony. The owners of cattle or sheep for the most part continue, as in the past, dependent on the 
natural herbage, and, although greatly assisted by the artesian water now available, still find themselves 
unable in seasons like the past and the present to provide any means of sustenance for their flocks and 
herds, except the insufficient method sometimes adopted of cutting down certain kinds of scrub trees in 
order that the cattle or sheep may feed on the leaves ; and they are fortunate if means of communication are 
available to some meat-works or boiling-down establishment, by which at least to lessen their loss. To the 
sheepmaster, the marked improvement in the price of wool during 1896 was some compensation; but the 
very poor prices until lately obtained for frozen meat afforded no relief in that direction to the grazier 
whose property consisted of cattle. 

With the experience acquired in the past, it is a matter for regret that so many stockowners 
continue to rely upon the natural herbage alone. With the water now proved to be available, a sufticient 
quantity of forage might be grown or saved from the natural grasses in good seasons to further lessen the 
losses which are so severely telt in adverse seasons. 

The ticks, which had for some time been working a great deal of mischief in the Carpentaria 
districts at the latter end of 1895, spread rapidly to the East and South-east, and in the more humid 
climate of the Northern portion of the eastern seaboard appeared to develop with alarming rapidity. 
Disastrous as the effects were when the visitation was confined to areas in the interior, where cattle were 
kept solely for breeding and fattening purposes, and serious to the individual owner as the losses were 
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in many cases, yet there was some compensation in the rising value of the beasts, which resulted, from 
their decreasing numbers; but when the coastal districts were attacked, where the cattle to a great 
extent consisted of dairy herds, the proprietors’ means of livelihood were at once taken away, and the 
rise in the value of cattle in the interior only aggravated the trouble to the dairy farmer in that he was 
compelled to pay a higher price for animals to restock his farm. It would appear, moreover, that whena 
herd is attacked with ticks the mortality is diminished the less they are disturbed, so that the malady is much 
worse ainongst the dairy herd, which of necessity is continuously interfered with, than in ordinary cases. 
Thus for the present this plague is likely to administer a severe cheek to the dairying industry in the tick- 
infested districts. If the scientific experiments now being carried on should have the effect of rendering 
cattle immune from tick-fever, and that it will pay to replace dairy herds in the North-eastern districts 
by more carefully selected and higher-grade animals, the visitation may not prove to be an unmixed evil. 

At first relief from the scourge of ticks was sought for by means of dips and unguent dressing, 
but, although this treatment generally resulted in the destruction of the insects, it did not cure the 
disease created by their bites nor protect the catile from subsequent attacks; moreover, in many instances 
the beasts were adversely affected by the dressing used. Recent inquiry has developed along the line of 
inoculation, and experiments still progressing offer the hope of a satisfactory solution in this direction. 

The anxiety attendant upon this trcuble in the North-eastern districts, and the exertions required 
to combat it, would appear for the time to have drawn attention to a considerable extent from the trouble 
affecting Queensland in the South-west or tho other end of the colony. There the drought has caused, 
and is likely to further cause, considerable loss of stock ; but the affected districts have happily some 
compensation in so far as that the drought retarded the incursion of rabbits, which in themselves are 
considered a trouble little short of a prolonged drought. Under the legislation of recent years, fences have 
been erected at very great expense, to a sufficient extent to justify the hope that the pest may thus be kept 
in hand. Science has here again proved a faithful servant to practical experience ; and experts are distinctly 
of opinion that, by inoculation with chicken-cholera wherever the rabbits spread in overwhelming numbers, 
they can be effectually dealt with ; but if in addition the present drought wipes them out to a great extent, 
then it may be considered rather as a blessing than a scourge. In addition to the troubles which cattle- 
owners have to face, as previously referred to, they have to meet the presence of tuberculosis in their herds ; 
and although there is evidence to justify the assertions that it does not exist to anything like the extent to 
which it obtains in some other places, yet in view of the fact that it is now generally admitted it can be 
communicated from stock to mankind, either through the flesh or through the milk, it is certainly 
desirable that provision should be made and maintained for a rigid inspection of stock both at the 
shambles and at the dairy. 

I have already referred to the fact that the loss in horses was to some extent accounted for by the 
excess of exports. In like manner the diminished numbers in cattle and sheep are in a degree explained 
from the same cause; in addition to which must be taken into consideration the number slaughtered both 
for export as food and for home consu mption, as well as those boiled down for tallow. 

The following statement wiil best illustrate the real condition respecting the numbers of cattle and 


sheep, by focusing the numbers utilised under each head :— 
Cattle. 
6,822,401 


Sheep. 
Number in the colony at end of 1895 i dis Pei 7 19,856,959 
Add annual “cast” that should under ordinary conditions be avail- 

able —say, 10 per cent. for cattle, and 15 per cent. for sheep ... 682,210 


7,504,641 


2,978,544, 
22,835,503 
Utilised during the year— 

Cattle. 
By excess of export over import “i ... 262,495 
Killed mostly for export for food or as tallow 241,764 798,397 
Killed for home consumption (estimated) ... 233,182 982,728 


Sheep. 


805,100 


Total utilised ... 


Total in colony at end of 1896... es 


Total deficit, taking normal increase into account 


737,441 


6,767,200 
6,507 377 


259,823 


2,531,225 


20,304,278 
19,593,696 


710,582 


Thus the extreme losses for the year, allowing for such an increase as might reasonably be looked 
for, amount to a quarter of a million for eattle and three-quarters of a million for sheep. The latter 
figure at least compares most favourably with the experience of the drought years 1884-6. 

The estimated consumption of cattle and sheep has been based on an allowance of half-a-bullock 
and two sheep per capita of the estimated mean population. There does not appear any feasible means 
of ascertaining the actual consumption for the whole colony, except at an expenditure that would not be 
warranted for the result to be attained, more particularly as statistics on the subject can be gauged 
with reasonable accuracy. 

liven if a return were obtained from each -butcher, the figures would then fall far short of the 
actual facts, because so many people in the country kill for themselves, of which no account is kept. 
Last year, however, the officers of my Department for the first time collected particulars from the 
inspectors of slaughter-houses, from which was compiled a table giving valuable information respecting 
the consumption of meat in the principal centres of population. This table has been continued for 
1896. (Vide Appendix, Table No. VIT.) 

From a perusal of this it will be seen that the consumption of meat of all kinds for each 
inhabitant of the principal towns and their suburbs was 365 lb. This, on a population of 228,808 persons, 
amounts to a total consumption of 83,514,920 lb. The 365 lb. per capita quoted comprised the various 
kinds of meat in the following proportion :—Beef, 77 per.cent.; mutton, 19 per cent.; veal, 1 per cent. ; 
pork, 2 per cent. ; and a small fraction of lamb. The average consumption of meat of all kinds in some 
of the countries of Europe are, according to Mulhall :—Boston, 306 lb. ; Paris, 295 Ib. ; Vienna, 150 lb. ; 
Berlin, 99 lb. ; Naples, 75 1b. So that the inhabitants of Boston, who exceed with respect to this article 
of diet the consumption of the Parisians by 50 per cent., are themselves greatly exceeded by 
Queenslanders resident in the principal towns of the colony. Contrary to the experience of European 
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countries, I believe it is the rural inhabitants of Australia who are larger flesh-consumers than the 
denizens of populous centres. This, no doubt, is caused from the fact that the population of the country 
districts is largely comprised of men in the prime of life engaged in hard manual labour who require 
large supplies of meat to support them. Were it possible to obtain reliable statistics on this subject, 
there is little doubt that the consumption per capita for the whole colony would considerably exceed that 
shown in the table, which, as stated, comprises the consumption of meat by a population which chiefly 
consists of women and children. The waste also, which, of course, is included in consumption, would 
most probably be much greater under the conditions obtaining with respect to food supply in the country 
districts. On the whole, I am of opinion that the allowance of half-a-beast in connection with cattle is 
rather an under-estimate for the total cousumption of beef per capita. When dealing with this subject, 
it must not be lost sight of that the average weight of cattle now slaughtered is somewhat below what it 
was when the consumption was fixed at that allowance, because the practice of speying cows for fattening 
has increased. The average dead weight of cattle slaughtered for town use is given at 643 Ib. ; whilst 
five years ago, when the scheme for the estimate was formulated, cattle were assumed at a mean dead 
weight of 750 lb. 


DISPOSAL OF ‘‘CAST.” 


Some seven or eight years ago it became apparent that the annual surplus of live stock could no 
longer be disposed of in the colony, except by the wasteful process of boiling down for tallow; and the 
other colonies of Australia were so increasing the number of their live stock that any considerable market 
in that direction could no longer be looked for. This difficulty has since been enhanced by certain fiscal 
arrangements made by some of the colonies which appear to have in view a system by which the population 
of those colonies would be compelled to use home-raised meat, and thus afford a protection to stockraisers 
within their borders. Stockowners in this colony, having been thus compelled to face the alternative of fixing 
either a limit to the expansion of their herds or of finding a wider market for their increase, were forced to 
adopt the system of exporting their stock slaughtered and preserved, or frozen for food, as at that time any 
prospect of shipping live stock to Europe such as now offers was not anticipated. That the industry then 
initiated would be an important one was beyond question, but its volume has now assumed large propor- 
tions, and many of the initial difficulties have been overcome, although some yet remain to be combated. 
The questions of. preservation by freezing and of transport have been conquered, and the chief trouble 
now rests with the satisfactory disposal of the meat in the home market. ‘I'he producers complain that 
the prices they realise are totally out of proportion to the retail price of meat in the market, and. imply 
that the middleman makes altogether too much out of the transaction; these in turn complain that 
while much of the Queensland meat is excellent, yet there is a want of grading at this end, and conse- 
quently that some of the carcasses are not only much inferior to British meat, but fall short of that imported 
from America, and that the unevenness in quality adversely affects the sale of all meat shipped from the 
colony. There is, perhaps, a certain amount of truth in both statements. It is now generally admitted 
that frozen meat is not equal to freshly killed, or even to chilled meat; and unless a means can be 
discovered which shall be found a sufficient preservative to protect meat daring the long and hot voyage 
from Australia without absolutely freezing it, it does not seem possible to rival in appearance the English 
fresh meat or the American chilled meat. Several attempts have been made to accomplish this, but up 
to the present without success; still it is quite possible that before long some means may yet be devised 
which will bring this matter to a satisfactory issue. 

The carriage of cattle alive to the United Kingdom has also been attempted, but the results did 
not warrant a continuance of the experiment. The opinion has, however, been freely expressed by an 
expert who has great experience in the shipping of live stock from America to England, that it will yet 
be found possible to ship cattle alive from Queensland at a better profit than can be obtained from the 
shipment of frozen meat. Full particulars respecting the frozen meat industry can be obtained on 
reference to Table No. V. in the Appendix. 

The number of cattle and sheep slaughtered last year fell considerably short of the number so 
dealt with in 1895. ‘There were 35 establishments engaged in the industry during 1896, which 
was 4 fewer than in the preceding year; but the number of hands employed was only 10 less than 
in 1895—namely, 2,838. Whilst several of these factories also combined the slaughter and preservation 
of pigs with that of cattle and sheep, 6 cf them were entirely devoted to the former branch of the 
business. ‘There were in all 241,764 cattle and 798,397 sheep slaughtered at these factories ; the output 
of beef and mutton, both preserved and frozen, being 76,928,435 1b.—namely, 69,442,447 1b. of the 
former, and 7,485,988 lb. of the latter. Of preserved beef there were 19,197,234 \b., and frozen 
50,245,213 lb.; whilst the mutton treated comprised 2,914,902 Ib. of preserved, and 4,571,086 |b. of 
frozen. The total turnout for 1895 was 68,352,312 1b.—namely, 60,199,352 lb. of beef, and 7,485,988 lb. 
of mutton, 

Of course, whilst the total number of cattle and sheep slaughtered are given with accuracy, it 
must be understood that the relative proportions of them which were preserved, frozen, or boiled down 
are approximate only. ‘This will readily be understood when it is pointed out that different parts of 
the same beast are frequently devoted to all three processes—perhaps the hinaquarters frozen, some 
of the best of the forequarters preserved, and some passed to the pot to be boiled for tallow, or turned into 
meat essence and extract. This accounts for the fact that, besides the meat already mentioned as having 
been preserved and frozen, there were 517,011 Lb. of essence and extract and 12,736 tons of tallow turned 
out of the various slaughtering establishments of the colony, exclusive of tallow the by-product of the 
family butcher. 

There were 67,034 pigs killed for food last year—exelusive of those killed by butchers—which 
with relation to the larger towns at least numbered 18,550 more; this was 8,164 more than in 1895. 
The first mentioned were noé all slaughtered at factories, as this number also includes those killed by 
farmers. Although the latter were not nearly so numerous as the hogs killed at the factories, yet, as pig- 
raising has hitherto been classed as a part of the dairying industry, I am dealing with their slaughter in 
that section of this report. 

A return was obtained for the first time in 1895, detailing particulars respecting the by-products 
of the slaughtering industry. Three establishments failed to make the return that year, but the 
information was obtained for 1896 from each of the 35 factories in-operation. 
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The aggregate value of such by-products returned for 1895 was £353,609, the figures for 1896 
showing a decline on this amount of £68,419. Full particulars concerning each item have been collected, 
and will be found detailed at Table VI. inthe Appendix. The chief items, of course, are hides and skins, 
the aggregate value of which amounted to over a quarter of a million sterling, or 91 per cent. of the total 
amount—namely, for hides, £141,559; and for skins, £119,370. The returns show that the value of both 
hides and skins was somewhat greater in 1896 than in the previous year. 


The gradual reduction in the number of sheep depastured on each holding, which has been 
marked year by year for some time past, was continued in 1896. This is really an important question ir 
connection with the grazing of sheep, and has no doubt been in a degree instrumental in reducing the 
losses from drought in recent years. When enormous numbers of sheep—several hundred thousands— 
are on one holding and dependent upon the directions of one man, there is less opportunity for 
successfully meeting an emergency than would be the case if they were the property of a number of 
owners bent upon making the best provision possible for the comparatively few sheep dependent upon 
their exertions. 


The following table shows, in each of the disiricts, the number of owners and the number of sheep 
grouped according to the size of the holding. Particulars for districts in which less than 100,000 
sheep are depastured have been amalgamated :— 


C. 
50 and - rR | 20,000 and | Total Number of 
ater) 51 to 1,000. | 1,001 to 5,000, , 5,001 to 20,000. Uriwards: Givebe: 
Petty Sessions ! pelea ae Sass 8 ar = As: = 
Districts. | g g ra | a | d 

ic) rc) So | 3 © fi 

| 

| | | | 
Adavale toe > 1 eae (ia aa oe ee ot 1 18,559 6 684,065 9 702,694 
Aramac serie 2,450 5 | 18,112 11 | 131,295 2! 146,705 22 298,562 
Augathella ... 4 41 2 850 ee koreibe ay pepe 10,000 3| 334,170 11 | 346,401 
Barcaldine ... 0. 5 63 2 430| 3] 11,000 10 | 104,462} 10; 954,705 | 30 | 1,070,660 
Blackall e 6 88 5 1,738 4 8,150 17| 163,132 9 809,534 41 | 982,642 
Boulia erie: rg eer 7s ea x63 i 1 16,590 2 89,872 4 106,489 
Charleville ...  ...| 18} 143] 16 4,562 4| 11,960 9 84,797 5 — 881,686 52 483,098 
Clermont ...  ...| 16] 186 3 1,480 2| 7,300 2} 14,500 8 | 617,500 31 640,966 
Cloncurry ‘ eA 7 Tat esce 2 SNS a 2| 72,168 3] 281,675 12 | 353,920 
Cunnamulla... 9...) 5 69 9| 5,266) 16] 51,384 ; 38) 312,252) 11) 960,882 79 | 1,338,803 
Dalby ee wef OB | -617.]. 68.) 84,116 | 82] 85,182 13 77,083 Ol. 223,171 139 420,169 
Eulo re eae ae 49 1 0 ile A 4 61,790 4| 131,662 10 | 193,567 
Goondiwindi... 4. 3 27 10 4,314 | 11| 26,952 5 | 59,535 3) 178,392 82. | _ 269,220 
Hughenden ... i 43 2 540 |... ra 13| 140,416} 14) 1,163,369 36 | 1,304,368 
Hungerford ... 3 Ble [ore thei heaeese Ee 2| 18,986 3 | 205,368 8 | 224,415 
Isisford se fir OF eal 90| ... Bes ott tig 13/600 6} 827,585 | 9 $41,318 
Longreach 8 86/27 3,530 | 12] 29,868 | 20| 206,170} 13 1,766,037 | 60 | 2,005,686 
Mitchell... 12 |> 179 |-.18"| - 6,608} - 5 Ace) ee a 4| 156,301 | 39 | 170,833 
Muttaburra ... 1 4 1 167| 3] 11,000 | 10) 122,720 16, 1,360,213 | 31 | 1,694,104 
Roma ... 26| 298| 26| 9,985} 11] 24,746 | 5| 48,207 3) 141,848 | 71 220,034 
St.George ..  ..| 10] 157 5 1308! 4] 18,650 | 14| 137,189] 20| 1,826,689 | 53 | 1,484,193 
Springsure ... ...| 12) 218 f 625 7| 13,800 | 1) 5,620 5 | 268,313 | | 29 283,571 
RpatiERG Fogel 1A gle” > Baleae SBh ps 2p. 7) | AO 9 | 25,789 7) 60,220 4 177,500 | 32 | 268,015 
Tambo a (ey Bele aot 4 1,360} 3] 10,800 6| 77,691 8 508,498 | 26 598,444 
Thargomindah bei 14 1 400} 3 8.932 7 1 a Sote 5 299,966 | 18 391,184 
Toowoomba | 83 | 888] 88} 38,2841 28) 54,552 6| 46,030] 11 604,047 | 166 748,201 
Warwick» ...  ...| 16 | 248) 56) 22,770 | 16) 33,728 3| 18,786 2 60,183 93 135,715 
Windorah ... ...) 4 7 7| 92,533 1 3,300 2) 12,807 4 340,846 | 18 359,561 
Winton RT ERED ee LOO) 2 | 195 5 | 24,500 10} 96,166 | 10) 1,181,861 29 | 1,802,822 
Allother Districts | 268 | 4,539 | 162 40,009 28 57,443 12 | 136,693 4 120,007 | 474 358,691 
Totals... ...| 508 | 8,086 | 506 | 188,241 | 213 | 546,183 | 233 | 2,314,636 | 204 , 16,506,600 | 1,664 | 19,593,696 

| } | ; | 


There were 1,664 separate holdings on which sheep were depastured during 1896, which gives 
11,755 sheep to each owner, the smallest number yet recorded. Irrespective of flocks of less than 1,000 
sheep, 218 persons held 546,183 sheep in flocks numbering between 1,000 and 5,000, or an average 1o 
each of 2,564 sheep. ‘The largest number of owners are found amongst those holding between 5,000 
and 20,000—namely, 233 with an average flock of 10,063 sheep. Athough- the ownership is 
becoming more distributed year by year, yet 84 per cent. of the total number are still held in flocks 
exceeding 20,000. The average size for each of these for 1896 was 80,915. 


The average number of sheep to each holding in the colony for the past seven years was as 
follows :— 


Year, No, of Owners. No. of Sheep. Average Size of Flocks. 
HOOD cores eerste ee 619. 9 <A 007,084... 3.25.) BLO 
Wot Oh org Bote ee WOOO Maser ters AADOSU 
TGOD0E s-\ we eis e ceases fe TU EGS oo ats a ape 
1908) ew eT, Se RRB OIeth Pa iiey-11aae8 
18046. enn ee BBE occu ERGO Dears nyes sc chameues 
106. deh od eB oy. SR OBO oie et ORL ae 
R68 no eos oh NEGA. ce, > ARO ean tae ts ears 


There were 29 districts in which the number of sheep depastured exceeded 100,000, and 7 with 
upwards of 1,000,000. 

The ownership of cattle is much more generally diffused than is the case with sheep. Instead of 
1,664—the number of owners with respect to sheep in 1896—the numbers of owners of cattle were 22,702, 
who between them depastured 6,507,377 cattle, which gives an average of 287 head to each owner. 
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The following table supplies particulars on this head, giving details of all districts in which the 
numbers exceed 100,000, and aggregating the remainder into one sum :— 


D. 

Petty Sessions District. | Owners, 1 to 100, Owners. | 101 to 300. | Owners. owas Onnits, | Total Cattle. 
Alpha aS ce 76 2,197 | 6° 1,450 sb Fa 114,867 93 118,514 
Banana hoe ube 45 662 4 | 711 23 110,879 72 112,252 
Boulia Ss a 9] 285 1 250 22 | 254,360 2 254,895 
Bowen ae ren 268 2,949 Tent 2,361 38 196,309 317 201,619 
Burke — Sat Ra 16 2,096 5 268 21 | 160,986 37 163,082 
Cape River... ae 29 959 4] 877 32 | 127,642 65 129,478 
Charleville ae ec 296 3,192 20 | 3,210 22 116,634 338 123,036 
Charters Towers ay 234 7,293 | 25 4,340 23 131,872 282 143,505 
Clermont oe rH 137 3,970 | 26 | 4,241 35 | 168,660 198 176,871 
Cloncurry St eh 28 953 12 | 2,073 | 17 293,079 57 296, LO5 

- Etheridge rs oi 41 1,983 10 | 3,218 18 | 141,908 69 147,059 
Gaynda ae mn 84 2,591 2 403 | 20 187,780 106 140,774 
Gladstone fe ake 211 4,317 Dan 4,764 40 | 104,262 273 113,343 
Hughenden ... 86 2,448 10 | 2,372 34 298,039 130 297,859 
Mackay a a3 253 14,672 | 48 9,193 47 159,493 348 188,358 
Mitchell wn site 95 1,855 5 896 | 29 | 130,073 129 182,824 
Norman we ae 36 340 bas] 1,153 23 | 229,495 64 230,988 
Rockhampton ... a 538 15,420 75 14,747 110 205,299 723 235,466 
St. Lawrence ... oy 34 1,233 4 883 28 | 139,155 66 141,271 
Springsure ae wt 119 8,526 11 2,121 31 181,015 | 161 186,662 
Taroom nae neh 54 1,157 5 880 25 | 153,661 | 84 155,698 
Thargomindah ... ‘ig 23 1,125 6 1,089 22 313,421 51 315,635 
Windorah hy, ee 10 348 9 | 1,456 PP 257,678 41 259,482 
Winton ait ae 87 1,188 8 623 14 | 143,801 59 145,612 
All other Districts ...| 17,411 329,100 880 | 141,526 616 | — 1,631,363 18,907 2,101,989 

Totals... well petORL EO, 405,809 1,209 | 204,837 1,323 | 5,896,781 22,702 6,507,377 


The proportion of 287 to each owner, abové quoted, shows a considerable reduction on the average 
number which obtained in 1895—namely, 319. 

The average number held by each individual is much reduced by the great number of persons 
resident in or near the centres of population, who keep just one or two head of cows and calves. ‘Thus of the 
20,170 persons who owned less than 100 eattle, the average was only 20 head to each owner. The average 
size of herds in the next group—101 to 300 head—was 169 head. Ninety per cent. of the total number 
of cattle were held in herds of upwards of 300 head, and averaged 4,457 in number. 

In 24 districts the number of cattle depastured exceeded 100,000 ; whilst in 5 of them the numbers 
were upwards of 250,000—namely, Thargomindah, 315,635 ; Hughenden, 297,859 ; Cloncurry, 296,105 ; 
Windorah, 259,482; and Boulia, 254,895. 


EXPORT OF LIVE STOCK. 

With respect to the possibility of shipping live stock to Europe I have already made slight 
reference, but at present it is only with the southern colonies that any extensive trade in live cattle and 
sheep takes place. With regard to both kinds of live stock the balance has been largely in favour of the 
exports, although this condition has been much more pronounced with respect to cattle than with 
respect to sheep, the exports of the latter having in no year been less than the imports, whilst upon some 
occasions the number of sheep entering the colony have considerably exceeded those sent out. 

The imports and exports of live stock for the past ten years are shown in the following table :— 


E. 
Horned Cattle. Sheep. 
Year, x Saeed See a = 

Inwards. Outwards. Inwards, | Outwards, 
1887 ... vu es soe i # ven Bre 1,752 202,283 580,885 | 118,570 
1888 ... eee Now fen on HR vale 1,111 188,748 234,167 | 248,804. 
1889 .., wed dy Shs 3) ale “oh 1,867 175,117 222,369 | 311,583 
1890 ... dos Neh vhs ie nee axe 3,684 494,944 386,625 | 472,282 
1891 ... ivi ees ad ne a zal 3,535 210,240 281,670 | 513,201 
1892 ... ae te as Gs i He 6,923 130,989 463,323 | 421,318 
1893 ... tee ve tee Ont: a mak 7,003 183,663 223,655 1,016,945 
1894 ... vee “ay oat ate oe Pes 2,286 135,858 | 156,596 H 430,646 
1895 ... ves ty) ave naa ony a4 5,590 80,620 186,007 | 295,032 
1896 .., bes tne eae ven ote oe 10,127 272,622 94,620 | 899,720 


This shows with regard to cattle that, whilst during the past ten years 43,878 have entered the 
colony, the exports have amounted to 2,075,084 head. The largest export during the period was in 1890, 
when nearly 500,000 cattle were sent from the colony, whilst the imports were fractional. The imports for 
1896 were the largest recorded during the decade. The number of sheep outwards was only once exceeded 
during the ten years under review—namely, in 1898, when upwards of 1,000,000 were sent from the 
colony. The net exports for last year exceeded those for any of the ten—that of 1893 included. For 
the ten years the imports amounted to 2,829,917, and the exports to 4,728,101, leaving a balance in 
favour of the latter of 1,898,184, which is less than the net export of cattle for the same period. 


DISTRIBUTION OF STOCK. 

Very considerable fluctuations have been apparent as to the number of stock depastured in each of 
the-various divisions and districts of the colony. At all times much disturbance in this respect is 
occasioned by the necessary movements connected with the marketing of stock; and frequently 
unfavourable seasons—by occasioning a large amount of removals from place to place to secure food and 
water, or the necessity of selecting a fresh route to a railway station or to a centre of disposal—materially 
vary the numbers of cattle and sheep in given areas from year to year. 


The number of cattle 
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and sheep in each of the three great divisions of the colony last year was as 


follows :— 
F. 
Division. | Year. Cattle. Sheep. 
Ne eee 2 | — = 
| 
SouTHERN jaw Fi a 1895 2,678,019 9,029,846 
1896 2,565,491. 8,452,572 
Numerical Increase in 1896 ... on ens 
Numerical Decrease in 1896 ... 112,528 577,274 
Centesimal Increase in 1896 ... oo vas 
Centesimal Decrease in 1896 ... 4:20 6°39 
CENTRAL 1895 1,946,352 9,217,061 
1896 1,991,769 | 9,434,826 
| 
Numerical Increase in 1896 ... ie ae ae a ie 45,417 217,765 
Numerical Decrease in 1896 . i a nc Pt bie me tee 
Centesimal Tnerease in 1896 ... ‘e “at ee ete eG 2°33 2°36 
Centesimal Decrease in 1896 ... aa ie ms on ck ies | 
=. — =~ ee. Pte > Se ee, eee wate cont o 
l | 
NORTHERN “ce nae one ce ‘il 1895 2,198,080 1,610,052 
| 1896 1,950,117 | 1,706,298 
Numerical Increase in 1896 ... tes te at ih se oo | 96,246 
Numerical Decrease in 1896 ... rs ie as a ae 247,913 | me 
Centesimal Increase in 1896 .., ei ae ri mi see Pre | 5-98 
Centesimal Decrease in 1896 ... ei Re sat ive a 11:28 | 


From this, it is seen that the decrease in cattle was in the Southern and Northern divisions, whilst 
the Central showed an increase. The decrease in the Northern division, which amounted to 11 percent. 
against 4 per cent. in the South, was probably the result of the mortality due to redwater, caused by the 
attacks of the ticks which overran the Northern coastal districts during 1896. 


In both the Central and the Northern districts an increase in the number of sheep was recorded, 
the decrease in the South amounting to upwards of half-a-million, or more than 6 per cent. of the total 
number depastured during 1895. 


Fuller details respecting the number of cattle and sheep in each division will be found at Tables 
Nos. II., I11., and IV., in the Appendix. On referring to Table II., which gives the number of live stock 
in each district of the Southern division, it is at once seen that the decrease in cattle was mainly 
contributed by the Western districts, where the drought was most severely felt. The most considerable 
increase (and this only amounted to 18,000) was in Adavale, for the apparent increase of a like amount 
in Eidsvold was caused by the transfer of one station wrongly returned in Gayndah district in the previous 
year. On referring to the column showing the decreases in the number of cattle, the localities where the 
drought was most severely felt become at once apparent. In Thargomindah alone a loss of 70,000 was 
recorded, which is considerably more than half the entire net decrease of the division, The next highest 
decrease was in the adjoining district of Eulo—namely, 18,766 ; for the apparently larger decrease shown 
in Gayndah has to be discounted on account of the error above referred to with respect to the increase in 
Kidsvold. The Roma-Mitchell area was also evidently severely affected. Passing to sheep, amongst 
which the net decrease amounted to 577,274 head, the increases of any moment are found in only four 
districts—Toowoomba, Mitchell (where there was a considerable decrease in cattle), Tambo, and Adavale. 
The latter district was especially fortunately placed, as rain fell there over a circumscribed area during 
the drought which was so severely affecting the surrounding localities. The largest decrease was in St. 
George—namely, 236,116 ; although in Thargomindah, where there was such a heavy loss of cattle also 
recorded, a decrease of 208,876 sheep occurred. No other decreases reached to 60,000 head. 


In the Central division a much more satisfactory condition obtained, for although the eastern 
portion was affected by ticks, yet this was later in the year than in the more Northerly districts, and the 
worst effects were not felt until 1897. The aggregate increase in eleven districts amounted to 158,966, 
whilst the total recorded: decreases in eight districts amounted to 113,549, leaving a net increase of 
45,417. Passing to sheep, the most striking difference between the figures for 1895 and 1896 is an 
increase of 476,188 in Longreach, and a decrease of 316,947 in Muttaburra. Strictly speaking, the 
numbers for these two districts should be read together, as a change was made in the boundaries during 
last year by which three large stations were excluded from Muttaburra and included in Longreach. This 
‘transfer accounts for upwards of 300,000 of the difference. 


In the Northern division, where, as already mentioned, tick-fever or redwater extensively prevailed, 
the loss in cattle was both actually and also relatively more than twice as great as in the drought-afftected 
Southern area. The principal increases were in the Flinders Basin in the district of Norman, Cloncurry, 
and Hughenden; although there was also an increase of 21,194 in Cape River, but this was chiefly due 
to transfers from Charters Towers. The ilinders country was the first attacked by ticks, and the 
mortality was not pronounced there last year; indeed, it would appear that the immunity which some 
persons claim for herds which have undergone the attack of tick-fever appears to have been really acquired 
by the cattle in this portion of the colony. On referring to the figures respecting districts on the Eastern 
waters, the difference is at once manifest. Somerset alone excepted—for the increase in Cape River was 
only an apparent one—every district in the area in question showed a decrease. The losses being due to 
ticks, and not to drought, staat were not adversely affected, and a net increase of 96,246 was returned. 
The total gross increase was practically confined to Hughenden, whilst 78 per cent. of the gross decrease 
was in Cloncurry. 
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PROPORTION OF LIVE STOCK TO AREA AND POPULATION. 


The capacity for pasturage in a country and the meat requirements of its population are questions 
of paramount importance in connection with live stock production therein. The amount of meat required 
is capable of measurement with reasonable accuracy, and is not subject to much fluctuation, although of 
course it may be, and frequently is, gradually affected by changes such as differences in the age 
conditions in the population, or by the increasing or decreasing facilities for obtaining other kinds of 
food, and by other causes. The capacity of the natural pasture—especially in a country of such large 
area as Queensland—is a much more difficult question to determine, because, having in view the great 
varieties of soil to produce pasture, the uncertainties of seasons, the undetermined extent of scrubs and 
their rapidly increasing size, and other causcs too numerous ‘to mention, it can be but little more than 
guessed at. 


To arrive at some idea on this subject, the most important matter which is so closely allied to both 
questions is the density of live stock in the country and their number as compared with the population 
which inhabit it. The following statement, I think, fully illustrates both these points with respect to 
Queensland :— 


| Southern Division. | Central Division. | Northern Division. Colony. 
se eee) cheat a 
os | | | | | 
ne 10 Per Capita of} «oun wi Per Capita of} «0... yr1, | Per Capita of} , . +, | Per Capita of 
| Sduare sa PERiIHon: | Square Mile, Population, | Savere Mile. Population. Squaro Mile, Population. 
| Ie | | 
Horses riot nist ass 102 | 0-66 242 | O4L | 110 | 068 | 0:96 
Cattle vee ee see 12°26 | 795 | 35°49 | 779 | 20:88 973 | 13°78 
Sheep aa’ ae ae 40°39 | 26°20 16810 | 6:82 | 18:27 29°31 | 41°50 
| —|- . - nadia j ry — : : _ 
All kinds in terms of Sheep} 17318 heed 2-82 54719 | 88:85 23811 | 18842 | 188°89 
Pigs ... af nest an 025 | a 0-15 | me 0:09 _ } 0°21 
All kinds, including pigs, in | | | | 
terms of Sheep ac | sah |) 41:57) | are 547-34 | 23821 | | 189:10 


In this statement the aggregate number of all live stock has been reduced to one denominator, 
horses-cattle having been converted to sheep-pigs on the basis of 1 to 10. 

For the purpose of comparing the condition as to the density of live stock in this colony, and also 
as to their proportion to population, with countries of nearly allied characteristics, I instance the 


positions with respect to these matters which are to be found in the neighbouring colonies of Victoria 
and New South Wales :— 


Per Square Mile. Per Capita. 
Victoria ... ih te fe 408 ih 80 
New South Wales ak im 279 inte 69 
Queensland 8 ait 433 134 sf 189 


Thus whilst in Queensland there are only one-half the number of live stock to each square mile 
as compared with New South Wales, and one-third as compared with Victoria, yet with respect to the 
number of stock to population this colony exceeds the other two by three times in the case of gNew 
South Wales and by six times in the case of Victoria. 


A great difference would naturally be looked for on a comparison between Queensland and 
European countries as to the relative proportion of live stock and population, but there is also a very 
marked differenee—though greatly less in degree—in the same direction when the figures relating to 
some of the other great live stock producing countries are considered. In illustration of this the 
following statement has been prepared, which shows, on the authority of Mulhall, the number of each 
kind of live stock to each 100 of the inhabitants in the different countries named :— 


Tiorses. Cattle. Sheep. Pigs. 
Europe... te ce ote 11 80 58 15 
United States ... Ree fae 25 75 68 69 
Canada... as aoe ba 23 80 54 25 
Argentine... “ad bia ii HALZO 605 1,860 11 
Uruguay ... a as Se tO. 5 10) A800 5 
Australia ... es eee Te 40 250 2,600 30 
Queensland se ee ue 96 1,378 4,150 21 


Thus Queensland stands first with respect to surplus cattle and sheep. The two South American 
Republics, however, somewhat exceed with respect to horses, whilst the United States are facile princeps 
in pigs. But although, as already stated, Queensland exceeds the other countries as to the relative 
number of horned cattle, yet the small numbers held by the other more populous colonies of Australia 
reduce the ratio for the whole continent to less than half that for Argentine and to but little more than 
a fifth of that for Uruguay. 


BUTTER, HONEY, CHEESE, AND BACON. 
Of all*these products, which until recently might for all practical purposes be spoken of as the 
output of the dairy farmer, there was an increased production during 1896; and this was more particu- 
larly the case with respect to butter. 
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The following table gives particulars respecting these industries, the information being given in 
detail with respect to districts of importance, so far as dairying is concerned, and aggregated in the other 
districts, so as to keep the table within reasonable limits :— 


G. 
Butter. Iloney. Cheese. Bacon. 
a aa ¢ lag ad | ae RY 7 Sane ; : ; Pigs | Pres Pork Salt Pork, Bacon raed 
Producers. Lb. Hives. Lb. Lb. Slaughtere a. i) gs | fags 7% ¥ ares 
Allora wes i 121 149,455 at 86 14,936 420 | 10,397 | 8,608 45,041 
Beaudesert vat 135 136,484 89 | 2,581 53,140 440 | 1,050 450 52,748 
Brisbane ... “i 250 | 2,199,124 902 | 89,227 8,960 27,893 | 147,557 9,817 |2,177,177 
Bundaberg sae 235 265,735 179 | 8,306 6,775 593 | 21,062 12,142 28,820 
Caboolture sits 56 975,470 862 38,026 102,475 199 | 8,104 6,440 14,500 
Charters Towers... 39 84,186 201 | 10,194 a8 ATA | 30,988 one 400 
Clermont ... hie 29 13,197 88 5,460 | 80 616 | 36,530 510 7,932 
Crow’s Nest Ae 30 25,862 284 9,706 40,813 366 | 80 | 80 43,136 
Dalby Som Sits 99 41,483 48 2,506 | 118,320 332 | 3,630 4,221 40,930 
Dugandan ae 38 19,159 252 | 4,110 8,868 467 | 60 | 200 52,228 
Esk if “i 120 61,691 164 7,340 | 39,599 582. | 8,320 1,200 44,173 
Gatton... Bi 123 83,559 829 | 9,802 | 4,775 1,819 | 14,698 36,160 | 131,072 
Gympie ... A 101 | 100,097 472 | 15,571 7,466 1,144 | 54,701 1,082 52,319 
Harrisville awe 170 77,116 878 5,204 359,905 795 } 6,100 | 1,910 79,875 
Highfields abs 237 198,430 274 | 18,936 } 93,460 619 1,800 600 92,106 
Ipswich ... = 242 | 200,927 422! 11,958 1,050 1,727} 74,411 9,127 | 95,837 
Killarney eral 84 24,119 878 | 51,040 8,238 805 | 740 3,125 | 385,193 
Laidley... pi 86 42,584 44,1 | 15,429 9,202 3,398 | 7,060 29,580 | 276,110 
Logan a ort 8381 167,946 1,851 | 99,140 4,812 1,281 | 25,150 38,241 74,027 
Marburg ... 2 78 | 76,713 | 367 | 5,270 2,080 482 | 2,240} 47,143 9,881 
Maryborough ... 165 125,489 567 18,714 2,368 438 | 11,185 | 8,500 42,482 
Nerang ... ix 72 | 85,470 | 739 33,590 7,151 431 | 12,818 | 1,462 28,775 
Redcliffe ... a: 57 218,635 | 800 11,379 28,906 1,000 | 57,758 | 6,700 11,496 
Rockhampton... | 112 108,821 596 | 57,828 | 33,588 1,566 | 21,536 4,552 73,391 
Rosewood ed 49 43,764 443 | 24,408 | 3,604 565 | 2,254 17,491 25,470 
South Brisbane ... 63 429,117 667 | 80,55 3,740 9,791 31,415 8,630 | 906,498 
Tiaro’... Jl 63 58,123 100 2,711 | 81,887 | 597 22,770 3,804 | 38,990 
‘Toowoomba | 423 | 714,428 237 12,413 | 465,708 3,262 158,941 5,489 | 829,050 
Warwick cae 132 92,163 358 27,892 | _ 377,096 | Bhan 4,008 | 3,165 61,455 
Woodford as 48 71,841 122 6,656 7,690 79 980 250 6,846 
All Other Districts 449 228,552 2,513 | 129,658 29,412 4,770 160,246 26,801 | 231,268 
| 
Total, 1896 ... 4,237 | 6,164,240 15,165 710,697 | 1,921,404 | 67,034, | 932,984, 287,050 |5,008,726 
ok 805.5 2 4,060 | 3,719,523 12,702 | 595,928 | 1,841,799 58,870 | 606,268 818,757 |4,941,512 
| | 


N.B.—This Table includes:the products of both factories and private makers. 


Burrer.—This product is rapidly ceasing to be classed as the product of the dairy farmer ; his 
article of trade in connection with it will shortly consist wholly of milk, or perhaps cream; and the 
finished articles—butter and cheese—be the outcome of distinct industries; thus a division of labour has 
been made to the advantage of all concerned. 


There were thirty-one factories engaged in the manufacture of butter and cheese last year, which 
gave employment to 234 persons, and which were worked for the most part by steam-driven machinery, 
employing engines aggregating 186 horse-power. ‘There were twenty-nine separators worked at these 
factories, in addition to 156 employed at various detached creameries, the produce of which was further 
manipulated at one or the other of the factories. 

There were 2,444,717 Ib, more butter made in 1896 than in the previous year, an increase of 66 
per cent.; but the number of butter-makers only increased by 177, or 4 per cent. over the number for 
1895. Of the 6,164,240 lb. manufactured, 3,256,468 lb., or 53 per cent., were the output of factories. 
In 1895 the like proportion was only 23 per cent. The factory-made butter required 5,925,000 gallons 
of milk to produce it. Estimating the remaining quantity of butter produced outside these establishments 
on a like basis, there were 11,180,000 gallons of milk turned into butter last year. Taking the annual 
consumption of butter in Queensland at about 11 lb. per capita, on the basis of the experience of other 
years, 5,130,000 lb. of butter are required to supply the home demand; leaving about 1,034,000 1b. of 
the 1896 manufacture available for foreign disposal. But in addition to this, last year the imports 
exceeded the exports by nearly 1,000,000 lb.; so that either a large quantity of butter must have been in 
store at the commencement of this present year, or a greatly increased consumption must have ensued. 
In consequence of the greater quantity of this commodity available, and of the greater evenness in the 
price that has recently obtained, it is very probable that, at least to a certain extent, increased consumption 
of the article accounted for the excess. The facilities of cold-storage which now exist render the 
keeping of large stocks an easy matter, and thus those extreme fluctuations in the supply, and therefore 
in the price, that formerly was so frequent is prevented. There were some shipments of butter made 
during the early part of the present year. The actual figures for the whole colony are not available, but 
from Brisbane alone 144,154 1b., valued at £5,365, were exported, whilst for the whole of 1895 the 
Queensland exports only amounted to 13,942 Ib. 


The returns do not provide for data from which conclusions could be formed as to the average 
yicld per cow of milk, cream, or butter obtained, because it would be almost hopeless at present to 
collect such particulars; but there is no doubt that if it could be accomplished the collection and 
compilation of returns on this subject would be most useful. According to Mulhall, English cows average 
400 gallons of milk per annum, and a good cow returns about 140 1b. of butter. “If statistics on this 
subject were available for Queensland a comparison of the result with the foregoing would be interesting 
to Queensland dairymen. 
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Honey.—There was a considerable increase of both the number of stocks and also of honey 
obtained last year, but the average yield was exactly the same as in 1895. The mean returns for each 
hive for the past four years were—183, 53 lb; 1894, 45 1b; 1895, 47 1b.; and 1896, 47 lb, Grouping 
the districts in some instances so as to be representative of certain recognised localities, the average 
yields were, in different parts of the colony, as follow :— 


Ib. Ib. 
Moreton East rye a3 Rev Darling Downs South... ea 64 
Moreton West... aioe ce Rockhampton 97 
Darling Downs North ... Sie aad Charters Towers... es ees MeO 


The West Moreton group of districts showed the poorest results; East Moreton was equal to 
the total avernge of the colony; the Downs gave good returns, whilst in Rockhampton the high 
average of 97 lb. per hive was secured; and the 51 |b. obtained at Charters Towers in the North was 
very satisfactory. 

Crrse.—The large increase in cheese production so noticeable in 1895 was maintained during 
the following year; but only a slight additional advance was made, the output for 1896 exceeding that 
for 1895 by 79,6U5 lb. only. The per capita consumption of this commodity is a very small one—only 
from 4 to 5 1b.—and thus there would be abundant room for the manufacture of a greatly increased 
quantity of cheese for the supply of the home demand, without any recourse to export, if this very 
wholesome and nutritious article of diet were only used to anything like the extent that obtains in most 
civilised countries. Of the 1,921,404 lb. of cheese made during 1896, 1,361,725 1b., or 71 per cent. of 
the total, were produced at factories, of which there were twenty-two in operation. In twetve of them the 
manufacture was worked in conjunction with butter-making. 

Although cheese was made in a great many districts, together presenting a very large area and 
wide range, yet the great bulk of the output was contributed by a few districts only. In the five 
districts in which the production exceeded 100,000 lb. the aggregate quantity made was 1,428,504 Ib. 
or 74 per cent. of the total—namely, Toowoomba, 465,708 |b.; Warwick, 377,096 Ib. ; Harrisville, 
359,905 lb.; Dalby, 118,320 lb.; and Caboolture, 102,475 |b. In Highfields and Tiaro, although the 
output did not amount to 100,000 lb., yet the quantity made was very considerable. f 

Bacon.— Last year witnessed an increased activity in the industry relating to this branch of dairy 
farm products. As in the case of butter and cheese, so is the slaughter and preservation of pigs for 
food being taken away from the farmer to at least an equal if not greater extent, and is becoming the 
object of a special industry. Of the 5,2:5,776 lb. of bacon, hams, and salt pork preserved during 1896, 
3,425,140 lb. were the products of factories, amounting to 65 per cent. of the total production. A 
noticeable feature in connection with this subject was the much greater extent to which tresh pork was 
utilised for food last year. In 1895, 606,268 lb. of pork were consumed fresh, whilst in 1896 the 
quantity increased to 932,984 lb. The average weight of each pig slaughtered was 93 lb., or 7 lb. less 
than the mean weight for 1895. ‘The average weight for the past four years has been—1893, 71 1b.; 
1894, 97 lb.; 1895, 100 1b.; 1896, 93 |b. 

The Petty Sessions Districts of Brisbane and South Brisbane comprise the chief centres of this 
industry. In these two districts 37,684 pigs out of a total of 67,034 were slaughtered, or 56 per cent. 
of the total number. The hogs killed in these districts were rather a light average, having a mean 
weight of 87 lb. In eight other districts the number slaughtered amounted to 1,090, and the number 
and average weight in each was— Laidley, 3,398 pigs, 92 lb. average weight; Toowoomba, 3,262 pigs, 
151 |b. average weight; Gatton, 1,819 pigs, 100 lb. average weight; Ipswich, 1,727 pigs, 104 lb. average 
weight ; Rockhampton, 1,566 pigs, 64 |b. average weight; Logan, 1,281 pigs, 107 1b. average weight ; 
Gympie, 1,144 pigs, 94 lb. average weight ; Redcliffe, 1,000 pigs, 76 lb. average weight. 


AGRICULTURE. 

Although the extent of the agricultural industry of the colony is in no way commensurate with 
its possibilities, it is satisfactory to be in a position to record year by year an expansion of the area 
brought under the plough. 

The area under cultivation during 1896—namely, 336,775 acres—is not only the largest ever returned, 
but the increase on the acreage of the previous year—37,497 acres—is the largest yet recorded, although 
the inerease of 32,477 acres in 1894 was relatively the same—that is, 13 per cent. on the figures of the 
previous year. The ratio of inerease in 1889, which on an actual increase of 33,071 acres amounted, 
however, to 15 per cent. on the acreage for 1888, was an even more satisfactory proportion. 

In connection with the increased area brought under the plough, it may be noted that the area 
thus brought into use was principally allotted to grain crops, amongst which rice was the only one 
showing a decrease in the area sown; whilst, in round figures, maize with 15,000, wheat with 9,000, and 
oats with 1,000 acres occupied 25,000 acres of the total increase in area under cultivation. Sugar-cane, 
lucerne, and panicum were crops of which substantial increase in area were planted. 

As to results obtained from the extra area cultivated, it may be stated that the return from cereals 
in 1896 was a good one, and proved a marked contrast to that for 1895, when the return from all cereals 
was poor, maize and rye giving the best returns; but the crop of wheat was a distinct failure. Notwith- 
standing the increased attention given to agriculture as illustrated by the returns for 1896, there is 
plenty of room for further expansion, as will be seen from the following statement, showing the value of 
various products of agriculture which have been imported into the colony for the past five years :— 


Value of— 1892. 1893. 1894, 1895. 1896. 
£ £ £ £ | £ 
Grain, &c., and Various Products thereof 554,367 495,418 | 432,237 453,627 | 681,161 
Fruit i ie aa af 102,158 85,975 | 89,141 84,652 100,410 
Vegetables sae Ft wh 40,049 58,435 61,936 51,4138 | 109,939 
Other Products of Agriculture 83,683 84,412 | + 101,963 102,775 109,488 
780,257 724,270 685,277 692,467 1,000,998 


Tnerease value in 1896 over 1895, £308,531, 
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The imports of products of the kind for 1896 exceeded those for 1895 by £308,531. The largest 
portion of this expenditure is to be attributed to the failure of the wheat crop for 1895, which 
compelled millers and others to make up the deficiency thus occasioned in the supply of breadstuff by 
heavy imports of wheat and flour from other sources. The expenditure on these two items alone 
amounted in round figures to £241,000, about equal proportions having been expended for each 
commodity. 

Leaving out of consideration the increased imports of breadstuff required to make good the 
failure of the wheat crop of 1895, there is still in other respects ample scope for increased energy in 
agricultural operations. The total value of grain and their various products imported was £681,161. 
Allowing the expenditure as mentioned above—£24:1,000—to replace the wheat crop failure as being 
unavoidable, yet a sum of £440,000 still remains which was spent abroad in the purchase of provisions 
which could have been grown in the colony. No doubt the season which was disastrous to grain crops 
in 1£95 was also unfavourable to most of the other crops of the agriculturist, and may also have led to 
the increased importation of other kinds of provisions as well as grain, and their loss may be surmised 
from the fact that there was an increase of 18 per cent. in fruit of all kinds, and of 50 per cent. in 
vegetables, chiefly potatoes and onions. The former were imported to the value of £82,382, and the 
latter to the value of £21,905 during 1896—a strange anomaly, having in view the suitability both of 
soil and climate in this colony for the production of vegetables of the kinds mentioned. Amongst 
imports of miscellaneous products are to be found hay and chaff to the value of £38,384, for the 
appearance of which it would be difficult to offer any justification, except that by some persons the 
article produced in the southern colonics is considered beiter feed than can be produced here, apparently 
more care being taken in growing and saving it. 


AREAS OF FARMS. 


As already pointed out, not only was there an important increase in the acreage under cultivation, 
but there was also a considerable addition to the number of those engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
The increase has been in the direction of the greater number of farms of a reasonable size. The number 
of persons engaged in agriculture cultivating less than 5 acres has declined, the increase being mainly 
in tarms of 20 acres and upwards of land under the plough. 

The following statement shows for the past five yeurs the number and the acreage tilled of 
cultivated holdings, grouped in accordance with the area under plough :— 


NUMBER OF CULTIVATED AREAS IN FACH GROUP. TOTAL AREA CULTIVATED IN RACH GROUP. 


| | ese | 
Sacres Ove Sacres | Above 20 acres Ahovoe| Bacres | APOve5 acres |Above 20 acres) Above 50 
a Aer and not | and not | a ere. | Total. |, Tan He A | and not and not | ae Ju Total. 
; Mme under, exceeding 20, | exceeding 50, | 97 8¢8es. | and under. | exceeding 20. | exceeding 50. eee 2 
| 


11,489 | 8,710 


| 
| | 
1892... «,;:| 33658 4,409 | 2,528 854 
1803). ica |? 7d 4,616 | 2,724 890 | 10,941 


| 
52,850 78,112 | 121,156 | 260,828 
55,863 90,596 | 129,896 | 284.552 
57,970 96,843 | 136,327 | 299,278 
60,660 110, 402 | 157,444 | 386,775 


} 


6. 

1894 ... is 3,052 4,707 2,910 1,039 11,708 8,197 
1895 ... a 2,993 4,844 3,132 1,069 12,038 8,188 
1896... ...| 2,992 BOLL | 3,560 | 1,333 | 12,826 |- 8,269 
' | 


Apel 
B42 50,901 | 80,343 | 114,489 | 252,075 
197 | 

| 

| 
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The falling off apparent in 1893 in the under 5 acres group was partly due to the fact that a 
large number of market gardens established on sinall alluvial patches were deserted, and subsequently a 
further reduction was probably due to the fact that, with the financial depression of the same period, 
many were no longer able to make even an existence, and, being unable to obtain odd jobs of work to eke out 
a living, were forced to move to districts where work was more plentiful, or where they could obtain larger 
holdings on easy terms. The next group shows a slight increase, but it is in the last two groups in which 
the greatest progress is apparent. 

Detailed information on the same subject for 1896, giving particulars for each district, will be 
found in the following table :— 
EL. 


ACRES UNDER CULTIVATION. 


Above 5 and not | Above 20 and not |. “Above 80 Acres. | Totals. 


Petty Sessions 
exceeding 20 Acres. exceeding 50 Acyes.| 


District 5 Acres and under. 


Owners. Acres, Owners, Acres. | owners. Acres, Owners. a Owners. | Acres, 


Adavale_... see oe 14 
Allora or a5 eA 18 
Alpha - ate ay 9 
Aramac «| ee ase cz 
Augathella 

Ayr 

Banana ‘ 
Barcaldine... 
Beaudesert 
Biggenden 
Blackall 

Boulia 

Bowen 

Brisbane 5 
Bundaberg... 
Burke = 
Caboolture 

Cairns 

Camooweal 

Cape River 
Cardwell 
Charleville... ; 
Charters Towers ... 
Childers 


“a : 
= bobo 


Petty Sessions 
District, 


Clermont ... 
Cleveland ... 
Cloneurry ... 
Condamine... 
Cook iD 
Crow’s Nest 
Croydon _... 
Cunnamulla 
Dalby a 
Diamantina 
Douglas 
Dugandan ... 
Hidsvold 
Emerald 
Esk oe 
Etheridge ... 
Eulo ee 
Gatton 
Gayndah 
Gin Gin... 
Gladstone ... 
Goodna * 
Goondiwindi 
Gympie... 
Harrisville... 
Herberton ... 
Highfields ... 
Hughendlen 
Hungerford 
Ingham _... 
Inglewood ... 
Tpswich 
Tsisford ... 
Killarney . 
Laidley 
Logan 
Longreach ... 
Mackay 
Marburg 
Mareeba ... 
Maroochy ... 
Maryborough 
Mitchell 
Mount Morgan 
Mourilyan ... 
Muttaburra 
Nanango 
Nerang 
Norman 
Palmer * 
Ravenswood 
Redcliffe 
Rockhampton 
Roma 3 
Rosewood ... 
St. George... 
St, Lawrence 
Somerset 
South Brisbane 
Springsure ... 
Stanthorpe 
Surat ee 
Tambo 
Taroom 
Tenningering 
Texas iss 
Thargomindah 
Thornborough 
Tiaro a 
Toowoomba 
Townsville... 
Warwick 
Windorah ... 
Winton... 
Woodford ... 
Yeulba 


ToTALs 
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H—continued. 


AORES UNDER CULTIVATION. 


5 Acres a . | Above 5 and not | Above 20 and not | way! 
satire exceeding 20 Acres, exceeding 50 Acres. | Above 50 Acres. Totals. 
Owners. Acres. Owners. Acres. Owners. Acres, | Owners. Acres. Owners, Acres, 
| 
19 39 5 69 2 625 vil ees 26 170 
68 127 27 257 18 Cy eal Detect 113 761 
14 28 Fr "i oF ened eee 14 28 
2 4 1 13 a piss : 3 17 
20 BL 37 368 7 198 | 1 60 65 672 
33 83 147 1,890 64 1,839 | 4 349 248 4,161 
30 109 8 73 ae as &. : 38 | 182 
4 9 12 40 By Sg oP layers 16 49 
Y o 110 1,242 39 1,208 5 464 208 8,055 
13 38 31 394 20 727 8 793 72 1,952 
18 67 138 1,831 186 5,898 18 1,016 360 8,312 
7 25 14 172 2 65 1 56 4 318 
15 32 8 81 au ey “ 6 23 | ils 
69 141 85 954 49 1,524 li 870 214 | 8,489 
28 74 6 78 8 250 ws a 42 402 
44 138 259 3,299 | 269 7,934 39 2,886 611 14,257 
23 62 5 35 1 29 a ie 29 (| 126 
5 31 28 358 31 957 15 2,105 79 3,451 
13 34 24 253 3 72 2 197 42 48 
22 65 24 299 10 307 5 374 61 1,045 
17 43 5 52 | 1 27 1 52 24 174 
80 216 103 1,191 32 tiyanen| 6 498 221 2,876 
16 42 105 1,405 128 4,182 17 1,542 2665 TEL 
26 82 48 592 30 926 | 13 1,046 117 2,646 
26 92 157 2,112 173 5,049 27 1,886 388 9,189 
3 1 4 49 1 36 ua & Sit 96 
9 21 41 577 538 1,924 45 5,691 148 8,213 
27 7 33 387 10 287 xe ¥ 70 746 
1 315 164 1,824 1 2,743 Te) 974 397 5,856 
6 13 1 9 ie se ey ; Vi 22 
24 84 39 508 50 1,631 56 6,131 169 8,354 
14 53 133 2,199 255 S017 | 80ln | 5,774 482 16,043 
97 261 249 2,897 65 1,780 6 | 429 417 5,367 
8 14 od me a es a ee 8 14 
7S 270 259 3,276 237 7,641 93 | 18,098 668 24,385 
14 34 121 1,810 149 4,463 | | 717 291 7,024 
5 19 6 59 1 fia Priaareea ta es 12 105 
71 186 71 73 11 277 2 | 193 155 1,393 
105 380 145 1,580 37 1,029 daa 715 294 3,704 
3 io 13 168 14 4562 | lL | 1,126 41 1,757 
25 65 1 16 aS ty Aer Ls 26 81 
13 52 73 880 51 1,656 | 17 | 4,277 | 154 6,865 
ul 5 1 7 BSc la Sania Los eee sé 2 12 
14 47 53 615 17 436 1 65 85 | - 1,163 
32 83 78 862 58 15816! 3] a6 nt 1,469 184 4,230 
4 17 #3 a ma ieee! bs 4 17 
15 44 9 Yl Fates Wee = at pel } 24 115 
17 44 3 Aan | ae eee rk ae es 20 67 
36 102 128 1,613 bd. 1,674 | 15 989 238 4,378 
112 258 102 77 47 1,369 6 464 267 3,268 
7 16 32 442 | 26 801 25 2,002 90 3,261 
17 49 79 1,092 121 3,82 1 660 228 5,624 
16 92 13 85 1 22 ras , 30 199 
4 9 6 82 1 26 oA 2 11 117 
2 8 5 37 iy = 1 860 8 905 
84. 227 105 1,169 31 | 917 5 348 225 2,661 
9 25 8 93 | ile 26 1 80 19 224 
55 150 36 ShGnst) eae 369 il 72 104 | 947 
5 19 3 36 pale: a 8 | 55 
9 18 Set ee es . = 9 | 18 
21 65 6 78 | a 59 at 28 202 
- 10 25 ¥s es 1 25 = UW 60 
26 85 22 232 7 | 204 4 282 59 803 
5 14 2 be ine se: s Se 5 14 
19 52 8 80 il 32 33 re 28 164 
34 103 | 104 1,258 54 | 1,560 1 1,489 203 | 4,410 
369 1,061 404 4,834 331 | 10,256 148 20,016 1,252 36,167 
23 71 21 214 ti 2 ae os H 45 305 
43 92 99 1,267 126 |} 4,875 145 15,97 413 21,710 
2 5 he om RN Si eee, as % 2 5 
11 1B Abe a Be Bylo. a s 11 16 
25 66 | 39 385 4 | 117 a ia 68 568 
20 65 48 533 17 | 539 4 | 272 89 | 1,409 
2,922 8,269 | 5,011 60,660 | 3,560 | 110,389 1,333 157,457 | 12,826 | 336,775 
! 


As sugar and wheat are the staple products of Queensland agriculture, it is not surprising to find 
that the comparatively large farms preponderate in the districts where wheat and sugar are principally 
cultivated. But it is a matter of regret that there is so great a tendency to farm one crop only, instead of 


adopting combined agriculture. 


Last year the centesimal increase in fhe number of farms was 6°55, and in the area of land 
cultivated 12°53 per cent. Comparing the figures for the past two years by referring to the statement 
in the preceding Table H, it will be seen that in none of the groups was there a decline in the total 
acreage, and in only one—namcely, that of 5 acres and under—in the number, showing that the average 
size of these very small cultivated areas is rising. 
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The centesimal increases for each group last year were as follow :— 


Centesimal Increase in 
number of Farms. 


Centesimal Increase in 


Group. 
Area Cultivated. 


5 acres and under ive i 2 ars 2 
(decrease) 

Above 5 and not exceeding 20 acres 3 : 5 

Above 20 and not exceeding 50 acres 14 ane 14 

Above 50 acres tee ore 25 : 15 

Total vf 13 


Whilst the increase in area has been relatively about the same in the “20 to 50” and the 
“ above 50” groups, yet the increase in the number of farms was considerably larger in the latter group. 


The average size of the cultivation area in each group for the past five years was as follows :— 


6 Acres and 5 to 20 Acres. 20 to 50 Acres. 50 Acres and Total. 


under. Upwards. 
1892 aes ase 2 12 31 142 23 
1893 A ae 2 11 29 129 2: 
1894 aD 3 12 31 125 24 
1895 sas ie 38 12 81 128 25 
1896 ane 8 12 3L 118 26 


Except the slight increase in mean area in the first group and in the total, the former of which 


has already been referred to, and the slight rise in the acreage of the total of cultivated holdings, but 
little change is to be noted in the average areas. 


IRRIGATION, 


Although the question of irrigation has never yet received_in Queensland the attention its 
importance demands, yet it is satisfactory to observe an increase, in even a small degree, in the extent to 
which this important aid to agriculture is being adopted, The time has passed when it was necessary to 
emphasise the advantages to be derived from irrigation. In all parts of the world this has now been fully 
demonstrated, and in tropieal and semi-tropical countries in particular its benefits are admitted. 


The area of cultivated land irrigated each year since returns have been collected on the subject 
show, with one exception, an annual increase :-— 


Year. Acres Inrigated, Year. Acres Irrigated. 
1891 ... aan tate oes see 18,869 1894 ... ie 555 sis we 5,846 
1892 ... a we noe .. 8,840 1895 ... one ac 00 we. 6,447 
1898 ... fi if: iz . BF 1896 ... a ie: 8,368 


The area irrigated in 1896 more than doubled the area so treated in 1892, and yet the former 
season was not so exceptionally dry in the localities where irrigation is carried on as to have especially 
induced the increase of the practice. This must rather have resulted from the benefits experienced from 
the artificial application of water to the soil. 

The following statement shows the districts in which this aid to cultivation was adopted during 
1896, and the area watered in each :-— 


rs 
IRRIGATION. 
——— — JE ae Se — 
ONS | Acres Original 8 f | MM Employed for P: | 
pin wien, | Original Source o Means Employed for Procure- Ta - eras 
whicl Derlae Water Supply. ment aud Utilisation, | Crops Treated. Remarks by Irrigator. 
situated, a 
= ea = Se = - = 
| | 
Adavale 6 | Blackwater River | Horse pump, drains ... ... | Vegetables, 
A? ...| 5,078 | Wells, river, arte-| Steam puinps, centrifugals, | Sugar-cane, potatoes, and | Ratoons do better when the surface 
sian, and lagoons fixed and portable engines, general crops of the ground is left wnbroken 
| open trenches and flumes, during dry weather, when irrigation 
| and by flooding water is obtainable. 
Barcaldine 187 | Artesian Steam pump, gravitation, | Oats, maize, wheat, vegetables, 
| | drains #Yasses, 

Banana vant 2 | Dawson River | Windinill, drains ... | Fruit ti and general crops, 

Blackall 66 | Barcoo River ...| Horse pump, gravitation, | Outs, maize, wheat, fruit trees, 

pining, trenches and vegetables. 

Bowen 146 | Wellsandecreek .../Steam pump, gravitation,| Oats, maize, potatoes, fruit | Maize crop very good. Oats in- 
| windmill, piping, drains, trees, and sugar-cane different, the latter being watered 
| | fumes too late. Irrigation proiitable by 
| | using great economy. 

Brisbane ll | Creek | Steam pump, windmill, pipes, | Oats, cabbages, and fruit trees 

and hose 

Cape River ... | 16 |Cape River and| Horse pump, whip and barrel | Oranges, grapes, potatoes, and | Irrigation beneficial. 

| Creek piping, trenches vegetables 

Cairns at 3 | Creek Gravitation S ...; Potatoes and cofee. 

Charters | 17 Wells Steam pump, gravitation, | Fruit trees und vegetables, 

Towers | pipes, and drains | 
Charleville ... 12 | Warrego River , | Steain pulsometer pump, | Sorghum, 
| | trenches | 

Cleveland | 4 | Well Windinill. pipes, and hose | Oranges. 

Cook of 4 | Spring ne . | Gravitation, trenches | Maize. 

Oroydon .| 11 | Station Cree Gravitation .,, one ... | Vegetables aud fruit trees. 

| } 
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I—conti: 


nued. 


TRRIGATION—continued. 


Petty Sessions 


ag Acres 
District in rriga- | Original Source of | Means Employed for Procure- ica tT ame rigs 
which Tihs Water Supply. mont and Utilisation, Crops Treated. Remarks by Irrigator. 
situated, Ms 
Cunnamulla 29 | Warrego River, | Horse pump, gravitation, pipes} Lucerne, fruit trees, and 
artesian drains vegetables. 
Esk ... 25 | Lockyer Creek Steam pump, pipes ... | Lueerne a Aa Satisfactorily, 
Etheridge 13 | River and well Steam and horse pumps, | Potatoes and fruit trees. 
piping, hose, and trenches 
Herberton .., 12 | Spring Creek Turbine, gravitation, trenches} Maize, potatoes, vegetables, 
: and fruits, 
Hughenden... 89 | Wells Steam and horse pumps, | Potatoes, maize, sorghum, and 
drains oranges. 
Tsisford 11 | Barecoo River and| Horse pump, whip and | Vegetables. 
Thornleigh Greek windlass, drains 
Longreach ... 20 | Thompson Riverand| Horse pump Sorghum, vegetables, and fruit 
Gin Creek trees. 
Mackay 182 | Pioneer River and | Steam pump and windmill, | Sugar-cane. 
Creek gravitation, trenches 
Muttaburra... 11 | Thompson River | Horse pump, windmill, and Potatoes. vegetables, and fruit 
and lagoon drains trees. 
Norman 17 ‘| Lagoon | Centrifugal and horse pump, | Vegetables and oranges. 
dvains 
Ravenswood 5 | Well... we ... | Steam pump, piping ... | Fruit trees and grapes. 
Rockhampton 70 | Creek and wells ... Steam pump, windmill, piping, | Lucerne. potatoes, vegetables, 
hose, | gravitation, and and fruit trees, 
drains 
St. George 42 Balonne River, | Horse and steam pump, whip, | Oats, wheat, vegetables, and 
wells, Wallam windlass, hose, drains, and fruit trees, 
Creek, lagoons flooding 
Springsure .., 2 Oreek | oat Horse pump, gravitation, Vegetables. 
drains 
Stanthorre .. 116 | Creek, spring Gravitation, steam pump Fruit trees and vegetables. 
Tambo 3 | Barcoo River Horse pump, whip, drains Potutoes, onions, cabbages. 
Thargo- 11 | Bulloo River Horse pump, windlass, drains | Fruit trees and vegetables. 
mindah 
Tiaro ae 2 | Lagoon 5 . | Steam pump, drains ... ... | Orange trees. 
Townsville ,..| 2,058 | Ross River, creek, | Steam and horse pumps, | Sugar-cane, fruit trees, and 
wells. lagoons drains vegetables. 
Toowoomba... 137 | Condamine River, | Steam pump, gravitation Oats and Incerne. 
artesian 
Total 8,368 


It will be observed from that table that the bulk of the irrigated land is returned from the two 


districts of Ayr and Townsville, and sugar-cane w 
which are contiguous, contributed 
The adjoining districts of Bowen 


land. 


Other irrigated areas of considerable extent are 


as the principal crop thus treated. These two districts, 
7,136 acres, or 85 per cent. of the total area included in the statement. 
and Mackay together comprised an additional 328 acres, mainly sugar 
returned from—Barcaldine, 137 acres ; 


Toowoomba, 187 acres; Stanthorpe, 116 acres; Hughenden, 89 acres; Rockhampton, 70 acres; and 


Blackall, 66 acres. 


Rivers, creeks, and lagoons form the most general source of water 
although wells and artesian bores are utilised in many localities. The ar 
entirely watered from a bore sunk at that place, and this source of su 
applied in the future over much of the Western country. The water fro 
arged with mineral substances, which in some instances may 
furtherance of cultivation, as being detrimental to vegetable life. 
the pressure is sufficient, which is 
gravitation. 


however, heavily ck 


At Harrisville, where 100 acres were ir 
was idle during 1896, irrigation not being required 


rigated in 1895, the plant is still iz s¢éu, but 
during that year. 


supply used for this purpose, 
ea cultivated at Barcaldine is 
pply will no doubt be largely 
m some of the artesian bores is, 


preclude its use for the 


The advantage of artesian water when 
generally the case, is the opportunity afforded of distribution by direct 
Water drawn from other sources for irrigation purposes—except in one or two instances— 


has to be raised to reservoirs by artificial methods to secure a head for distribution. The formation of 


the reservoir necessary for this purpose is in i 
required for raising the water; 
constant source of expense, so that few agriculturists have sufficient means to embark in 


tself a more or less costly matter, as is also the machinery 


in addition to which the operation of working the latter is moreover a 


of this kind except on a very small scale. 


Distribution is 
the purpose. 
the water. 


Although sugar-cane is at present the principal crop irrig 
thus treated, yet a g 
with the assistance 


unvarying success. 


Although the seasons of the past few years have been sufficiently favourable 
of irrigation of cultivated areas in the background, yet the necessity of 
of irrigation cannot fail to commend itself to the consideration of the 
the question really assumes a practical sh 
during the past few 
quantity of water need 


ed for a given 


differ with every locality and climate. 


Detailed information respecting the agricultur 


reference to Tables No. VIII. to XV. inclusive, which 


and also as to the extent of farming in each distr 


Condensed results obtained from e 


following table :— 


an enterprise 


generally secured by means of trenches, though pipes and hose are also used for 
A perusal of the table will show the variety of means employed by agriculturists in raising 


ated, and occupies the bulk of the area 
reat variety of other products mentioned in the fifth column of the table are grown 
of moisture artificially applied, and, judging from the reports received by me, with 


to keep the question 


adopting comprehensive systems 
Agricultural Department. 
ape the experience acquired on the subject by experimentalists 
years will prove of great value, as it will furnish data on several points—as to the 
i area, as to the amount of evapuration, &c., &c., cireamstances which 


When 


al operations of the year can be obtained by 


furnish minute particulars respecting each crop, 


ict of the colony. 


ach crop in each geographical district are supplied in the 


J. 
AVERAGE YIELD OF CROPS. 


GRAIN CROPS. POTATOES. 
Tobacco, = 
Division. Description. —__——— = a i SS ___} Sugar to Acres | Gotton | ATTOW-| pried Grapes. | Bananas. | Pine- \Oranges. 

Crushed. | root. Leaf. { j apples. 


Wheat. Barley.| Maize. ye. |English.’ Sweet. 
{ 
| i) 
| | 

| 


| 

| 

pBushels: Bushels.|Bushels.’ Bushels. |Bushels.|Bushels.| Tons. b are i Lb. Lb. Dozen. Dozen. | Dozen. 
| 


l 


SOUTHERN 


a | 
| East of Main Range ... 290 537 ae =) ae 22:17 | (17°49 19°74 35 23°11 05 2°31 5°03 : \2,277°51 | 42 130°00 } 2,018°95 | 1,311-43 | 435-43 | 613-14 


} 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


West.of WainsRahge....., -, ° wax Ce eae . 17-06 5°81 1:00 2-58 2:65 F- eae ae jes, | 3,611:39} 30000 | 33333 |1,470°11 


| 


Total Southern... i AS sa rh 9 | ; 51461 I rf 877 | 130:00 700°57 


} 
; 
| East of Main Range ... 3 oN = ave ake oe 5 | eh ar 3°53 2°25 | a , | i “bE 1,981:32 | 623°86 66147 


West of Main Range... ae ae we 20 i i ots ey w "62 hen a , Be a ‘ 2,561-73 | Nil so3 150-00 


Total Central ... = ee ake Pe ; i i see eee . 3°42 2-2 bs xe | Ni | t 2,115°26 603°07 37°85 | 629°50 


| aa = 
| | 
; | 
East of Main Range ... eee eA i = 4 an: 8" 17:27 1,001°33 | 4,844°37 993-27 
} 
: : | 
West of Main Range ie 4 eee ea e ae ae 1000 2: 3°39 1,680:00 | 1,058°03 | 1,861:28 | 455°98 


} 


| 
Total Northern... oF a i ey oy 29°00 3k 2°78 x ‘ 1,128°33 | “AE “80 | 1,040°31 | 4,800:73 | 230:00 | 88918 


ToTAL Corony ... — ee * Rie *§ as fF, “24 . 4: . “69 |2,266°35 : 34 | 5 .730°96 | 3,810°39 
| 


16 


If some of the items furnished in this table are compared with the similar ones for 1895, it will be 
seen at once how great an improvement was manifest with respect to grain crops last year. In 1895 the 
six crops quoted gave a mean average return to each acre of 1641 bushels, whilst the like return for 
1896 was 22:23 bushels. The yield in 1895 from the crops referred to was in no case as good as that for 
1896, although the yield of rye for the latter year was but little better than in 1895—namely, 21:59 
bushels and 20:64 bushels respectively. With regard to wheat, oats, barley, and rye, the bulk of the 
production and the best average returns are obtained in the Southern Division, whilst the Northern areas 
show better averages from maize and rice. The English potato is chiefly cultivated in the Southern 
Division east of the Range—69 per cent. of the total area for 1896 was in the locality mentioned; the 
average yield, however, was better on the Downs. A more satisfactory result was obtained from a 
small area in the Northern Division in the coast districts. The sweet potato is also chiefly cultivated 
in the South, and it was there that the best yield was obtained last year—namely, 5°02 tons to each acre ; 
whilst the average for the whole colony was 4°57 tons. 

Referring to the sugar crop it is seen that, with the exception of the fine return of 23 tons to each 
acre obtained from the small area crushed in the Central Division, the best yield was returned from the 
South—namely, 1°61 tons to each acre; that for the North being 1:40; and for the whole colony 151. 

The cultivation of cotton is practically confined to the eastern half of the Southern Division. 


Wueat.—Owing to the want of sufficient rainfall at the usual time of planting in 1896 in severay 
districts, the prospects for this cereal were not promising during the early stage of growth of the crop. 
It then appeared as if the experience of 1895 was to be repeated, consequently the results were looked 
forward to as likely to prove unsatisfactory. Fortunately, these anticipations were not realised, and 
although the season was generally a dry one, yet sufficient rain fell later on in the year to ensure a most 
satisfactory crop. 

The area sown in 1896 exceeded that sown in 1895 by 9,292 acres. The grain produced last year 
—601,254 bushels—gave an average of 17°34 bushels per acre on the area reaped, whilst the mean return for 
the previous year was 9°55 bushels only. The great improvement in the results for 1896 did not consist 
in this increased average only, but in the additional fact that, of the 38,942 acres sown, 34,670 acres 
were reaped for grain, or a proportion of 89 per cent. of the area sown. Compared with this it will be 
seen that in 1895 only 44 per cent. of the total area planted arrived at its legitimate fruition. 

The number of persons who grew wheat last year was 338 per cent. greater than in the preceding 
one. This is ascertained from the fact that there were 2,051 wheat schedules tabulated iu 1896, and 
1,493 only in 1895, an increase of 558. 

The following table shows the annual results obtained from the wheat crop during the past five 
years :— 


K. 


Reaped for Grain. Mown for Hay. 


| Total Area = = Cut for -Unprodue- 
, 7 i 
Sown. Average Average Green Food, tive. 
Per Acre, 


Per Acre. Acres, Produce, 


Produce. 


Bushels. Bushels. 8. Tons. Acres. Acres, 
33,332 30,907 462,583 14:97 1,423 17 153 167 835 
31,750 28,411 413,094 14°54 2,417 Re) | alate 340 582 
34,387 27,991 545,185 19°48 4,643 3,362 1:37 747 1,006 
29,650 12,950 123,630 9°55 1,344 ; 1:06 1,216 14,140 
38,942 84,670 601,254 17°34 1,845 389 0:92 1,269 1,158 


From this it is seen that in 1896 the acreage planted, the acreage reaped, and the grain produced 
were all in excess of the returns for any other year of the quinquennium, and indeed for any year in the 
colony’s history. The average yield of wheat grain for this year has, however, been exceeded on several 
oceasions. In 1887 it was 22°10 bushels ; in 1890, 20:02 bushels ; in 1891, 20°32 bushels; and in 1894, 
18°80 bushels, as against 16°78 in 1896. e 

Table No. XII. in the Appendix furnishes the fullest information respecting the cultivation of 
this cereal last year, giving detailed results for each district in which wheat was grown. 

A prominent feature in connection with the crop for 1896 was the very small area attacked by 
rust. Only 585 acres, or one and a-half per cent. of the total area planted, was returned as so affected. 
OF the above-mentioned area the crop on 506 acres was not so badly diseased as to necessitate its being 
cut before maturity, and an average yield of 64 bushels of grain was obtained. The remaining 79 acres 

- of the rusted area were mown for hay, and returned very nearly a ton to each acre. 

Although there is apparently a growing tendency on the part of farmers east of the Great Dividing 
Range to cultivate wheat as one of their regular crops, and the quantity there produced in 1896 was six or 
seven times greater than in 1895, yet the great bulk of the crop of grain still comes from the areas sown 
west of that range. In the Darling Downs Districts—using that term in its widest sense—85 per cent. 
of the total area was planted, and the outcome was 97 per cent. of the total production. The more 
westerly districts of Yeulba, Roma, and Mitchell together contributed 4,391 acres and 16,268 bushels 
to the wheat production of 1896; and 3,194 acres and 10,273 bushels to that of 1895; an increase of 
1,197 or 37 per cent. in acreage, and of 5,995 bushels or 58 per cent. in produce. 

A decline took place in the area under wheat in the Central Division, where there were 70 acres 
sown in 1895, and only 47 acres last year; nor were the results obtained at all satisfactory, for whereas 
an average yield of 32 bushels per acre was obtained in the former year, the mean return in the latter 
fell a little short of 9 bushels. It is a noticeable fact that in neither season was a single acre of this 
area returned as affected by rust. Owing to the immunity of the crop from rust in those districts, and 
the good return obtained in 1895, it is possible that a greatly increased area will be devoted to this crop 
in the vicinity of Springsure and Emerald during the current year. 

Reference has already been made to the very satisfactory nature of the return per acre obtained 
over the whole colony; but perhaps an even more striking feature of last season’s crop was the very 
high percentage obtained by some farmers and in some localities. The best returns were undoubtedly 
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obtained in the districts comprised in the West Moreton area, although the results obtained on the Downs, 
especially the southern portion, were most satisfactory. In the Southern Division the average for the 
group of districts east of the Range was 22°17 bushels per acre, and for that to the west of it 16°64 
bushels per acre; but if the latter be divided into two locations, taking a north and south line just 
west of Dalby, the easterly portion—and it is here that the bulk of the wheat is grown—gave an even 
more favourable return—namely, 17°56 bushels to each acre. The very poor return of 4°88 bushels was 
obtained from the Western area. As this only ineludes a limited acreage its effect on the whole average 
was not very pronounced—only sufficient to make the difference of 0°92 bushels to each acre. 

Allusion has been made to some cases in which the yields obtained were exceptionally good; thus 
instances are noticed in which upwards of 40 bushels per acre were returned, and that from areas of 
some extent. On the eastern side of the Range there were four districts in which the area reaped 
exceeded 100 acres—namely, Gatton, Laidley, Crow’s Nest, and Nanango; in these the average yields 
obtained were 24°37 bushels, 23°09 bushels, 18°66 bushels, and 18°63 bushels cach respectively. In 
districts over the Range there were several in which upwards of 1,000 acres were planted—namely, 
Toowoomba, Allora, Warwick, Killarney, Highfields, and Roma; and the average yields in the districts 
named were 13°71, 18°57, 21°60, 23°66, 18°19, and 5:05 per acre. 

The mean average return usually obtained from wheat in Australia is low, the average for the last 
ten years being about 10 bushels; and even this average, low as it is, would be still lower but for the 
returns from New Zealand and Tasmania, which are generally considerably greater than those for the 
continental colonies. Quoting from Coghlan’s “Seven Colonies,” the averages for the ten years ended 
1894 were—New South Wales, 12:0; Victoria, 9°9; Queensland, 14:9; South Australia, 6°8 ; Western 
Australia, 11°7; Tasmania, 17:4; and New Zealand, 23°7. According to Mulhall, the average yields per 
acre of some of the chief wheat countries of the world are as follow:—United Kingdom, 28; France, 
18; Germany, 22; Russia, 8; Austria, 16; Italy, 12; Spain, 12; United States,12; India, 10; so that 
the Queensland crop for 1896. will compare favourably with that of most of the countries mentioned, 
and is considerably in excess of the results obtained in several of them. 

Upwards of £500,000 was sent out of the country during 1896 for the purchase of breadstuffs, so 
that a wide field for wheat production is still open before our farmers will be called upon to go outside the 
colony for a market. 

Imports for 1896— 


Wheat ... ... 863,469 bushels, value... we £179,956 
Flour... «. | 82,996 tons, “ = ... £870,419 
Biscuits .. ... 148,137 Ib., 5 es ae £5,085 

£555,460 


As the export from this colony in 1896 of goods included under the above headings was 
practically nominal, the value aggregating only £1,29.), the above figures may be accepted as the measure 
of the market still available to meet the demand for home consumption. 

Reducing the flour to wheat value, and ignoring the biscuits as insignificant in quantity, the 
consumption of wheat last year was 3,048,531 bushels, of which 601,254 bushels were the produce of 
the colony, or 20 per cent. of the total consumption; leaving 2,447,277 bushels to.be supplied before 
the local production would equal the iocal demand. Taking this at the mean average yield for the last 
ten years—namely, 15 bushels to each acre—it would require an addition of 163,152 acres to the wheat- 
fields of the colony before the question of export would have to be considered. 

Oars.—The area planted with oats last year was more than twice as great as that for 1895, and 
was considerably in excess of the acreage for 1894. The return obtained was also three times greater 
than in 1895, but not so good an average crop was secured as in 1894, when from an area of 404 acres 
less in extent nearly as large a return was obtained as in 1896. 

Particulars of this crop for the past two years are given in the subjoined table :— 


L. 
ies ty inl 
Year, Area for Grain. Produce. _ Average Produce per Acre. 
* | 

Acres, Bushels. Bushels. 

1895 wie aed an vee Ws tae Sia 922 10,887 11°81 
DSOGM Dara sags trete te. area ere 12; 1,881 82,181 | 17-10 
Tiipeate tt TRO 8 ig. eet ee tee 959 21,294 | 5°29 

ome | ess 


Oats for grain may be said to be grown entirely in the Southern Division, and of these nearly all 
—namely, 93 per cent.—in the Western half of it. The principal wheat districts of Toowoomba, Allora, and 
Warwick are those in which the bulk of the cultivation of this crop took place, the acreage returned 
from these three districts aggregating 1,530 acres. 

Baniey.—Attempts have been frequently made, and are still continued to some extent, to cultivate 
the varieties of barley best suited for malting purposes, but apparently with indifferent success. Although 
malting floors have been established, and a little work carried on during most seasons, yet the output of 
locally produced malt has been in no way commensurate with the total consumption of that article. 
Barley meal not being in practical use here as a breadstuff, unless barley fit for malting is grown 
there is necessarily but little use for the grain, and consequently there is but little increase in the extent 
to which the crop is cultivated from year to year. 

B 
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The area planted and the results for the past two years are shown in the following table :— 


M. 
Year. Area for Grain. Produce. Average Produce per Acre. 
Acres. Bushels. Bushels. 
1895 is 721 7,756 10°76 
1896 a) ce 1,122 19,340 17°24 
Increase in 1896 401 | 11,584 6-48 
Decrease in 1896 | ; 


It will be seen that there is considerable fluctuation in the area sown with barley. hus in 1896 
the area under this crop was greater than that in the preceding year by 56 per cent., but in 1895 the acreage 
declined by much more than an equal amount. The average yield also varies considerably. ‘Thus in 
1894, which was one of the best recorded, it was 27 bushels per acre, whilst in 1896 the average was only 
17 bushels. The production last year was 19,340 bushels, which was but little more than half the 
quantity required for consumption, as 18,295 bushels were imported during the year, valued at £3,474— 
that is equal to about 3s. 10d. per bushel. As barley carries a duty of 9d. per bushel, it is to be regretted 
that the crop does not prove profitable to farmers so as to enable them to grow sufficient of the grain to 
at least supply the home demand. In addition to the amount of barley imported as grain in 1896 there 
were 147,474 bushels of malt imported, valued at £47,676, upon which a duty of 4s. 6d. per bushel, equal 
to £33,181, to which extent the Queensland producer is protected. 

Maizre.—Of the 37,000 acres added to the cultivated area of the colony in 1896, 15,000 acres, or 
approaching one-half, was occupied by maize. The land under this cereal comprises 34 per cent. of the 
total area under plough, and the results obtained were most satisfactory, the average return—26°49 
bushels to each acre—having only once being exceeded for many years past—namely, since 1883. In 1891 
the high average of 80°30 bushels was recorded, a return unequalled during the eleven previous years. 

Details respecting this crop for the past two years are given in the following statement :— 


N. 303 Bec 
Year. Grain. Average Produce per Acre. 
Acres. Bushels. Bushels. 
1895 100,481 2,391,378 23°80 
1896 115,715 | 3,065,333 26°49 
Increase in 1896 15,234 | 673,955 2°69 
Decrease in 1896 fev | Sy 


As this grain is not utilised to any extent as a breadstuff, it is surprising that there should be 
such a demand for it for other purposes as to induce so large a share of attention being paid to it 
by agriculturists. It is, however, evident that the demand for the corn is-genuine, and is not greatly 
induced by the low prices caused by an excessive supply of the home produced article, because imme- 
diately the local supply declines, or the corn is held back by farmers in the hope of increased prices, 
the deficiency is to a large extent made good by increased imports, although in the face of an import duty 
of 8d. per bushel. In ordinary seasons the amount imported is inconsiderable. Jor instance, with a 
good crop last year, 13,498 bushels only, valued at £2,169, entered the colony. But, in addition to this, 
maizemeal and cornflour to the value of £4,823 were also imported. 

In this colony the cultivation of maize is more generally distributed than that of any other crop, 
notwithstanding which the great bulk of the production is confined to a comparatively few districts. 

The following tabie furnishes a full comparison of the past two seasons’ crops in districts in which 
the area planted exceeded 1,000 acres :— 


‘Oo; 
Area Planted for Grain. Yield of Grain. Average Yield per Acre, 
RELY eeins Dy BunCU | Increase * | | Increase * - Increase * 
| In 1895, In 1896. or In 1895. In 1896, | or In 1895. | In 1896, or 
| | Decrease + | Decrease + Decrease ¢ 
| | | | = Senceee ae ee ey | aes Sass 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Bushels, Bushels. Bushels. | Bushels. | Bushels. | Bushels, 
Laidley 9,274 | 10,702 | *1,428 | 183,378 254,804, *71,426| 19°77 23°81 | * 4:04 
Toowoomba 7,897 | 10,403 | * 2,506 | 173,179 260,613 *87 434 21°93 25°05 | * 3:12 
Warwick... | 7,684 | 10,206 * 2,522 | 217,187 263,354 *46,217 28°26 25°80 | + 2°46 
Allora tee |. 7,197 9,910 | * 2,718 | 146,302 258,826 |*107,024| 20°33 25°56 | * 5°23 
Gatton vee 8,185 8,814 | * 629 | 165,029 213,116 *48,087 20°16 24°18 | * 4:02 
Dugandan 6,916 7,300 | * 384 | 148,553 203,538 *54,985 21°48 27°88 | * 6:40 
Highfields 5,378 5,470 | * 95 | 172,274 169,261 + 3,013 32°05 80°94 t Lil 
Marburg... | 4,725 5,150 | * 425 95,765 112,937 *17,172| 20°27 21:93 | * 1°66 
Killarney | 2,612 4,663 | * 2,051 78,815 117,170 *38,355| 30°17 25°13 | + 5:04 
Harrisville | 4,658 8,915 | + 7438 | 103,695 116,229 | *12,584] 22:26 29°69 | * 7°43 
Rosewood .{| 4,907 8,894 | +1,013 | 90,626 85,200 + 5,426 18°47 21:88 | * 3:41 
Ipswich ... | 2,619 3,348 | * 729 57,528 79,876 *22,348 21:97 23°86 ¥ 189 
Beaudesert 2,527 2,587 | * 60 | 71,238 88,917 *17,679 28°19 34:37 | * 618 
Redcliffe ... | 2,112 2,485} * 873 | 51,208 72,241 *21,033 24°25 29-07 * 4:82 
Crow’s Nest 1,621 2,427 | * 806 48,595 | 76,304 ¥*27,709 29°98 31°44 | * 146 
Herberton 1,590 2,110 | * 620 | 46,667 | 85,527 *38,860 29°35 4053 | *11718 
Esk 2,083 2,076 | * 48} 51,205 | © 49,741 + 1,464] 25°19 23°96 | + 1:23 
Nerang 1,838 1,790 | + 48 | 55,549 | 63,289 * 7,740 30°22 85°36 ; * 514 
Logan 1,870 | 1,651 | * 281} 29,149 | 41,105 | *11,956! 21:28 | 24-90 | * 362 
Dalby 884 1,334 | * 450} 18,174 | 35,494 *22,320| 1490 26°61 | *11°71 
Tiaro 1,563 1,333 | + 235 | 44,632 40,728 + 3,904 28:46 80:55 | * 2°09 
Bundaberg dat 901 1,316 | * 415 | 30,774 32,308 * 1,534 34°16 24°55 | + 961 
Gympie ... ae Bs 1,107 1,210 | * 103 35,384 39,044 * 3,660 81°96 82:27 |. * O31 
Cairns nae ae 1,098 14,142 |* 44 44,026 66,058 | *12,0382| 40°10 49°09 * 8:99 
i 
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The West Moreton and Darling Downs areas include the districts}in which this crop is grown to 
the greatest extent. Twelve districts in these localities contributed 72 per cent. of the total acreage, 
and 69 per cent. of the total production. ; 

Although perhaps not a very profitable crop, yet itis one which requires but little cultivation, and 
to which, exeept in very dry seasons, but small risk is attached. It also gives a quick return, and can 
almost invariably be disposed of at a moment’s notice and for cash—all important elements to a farmer, 
who is frequently working upon a very limited capital. Notwithstanding the frequent complaints. of 
very low prices, the crop evidently pays to cultivate, for the same districts year after year show 
expanding areas planted with it. In 1895 there were seven districts in which 5,000 acres and upwards 
were planted with maize, but in no instance did the area reach 10,000 acres. The number of districts 
in 1896 which returned upwards of 5,000 acres was eight, and in three of them over 10,000 acres were 
planted with this cereal. In only four districts of any importance was the acreage of 1896 below that of 
the previous year, and in only one instance did the decrease reach 1,000 acres. In the twenty-four 
leading districts, particulars concerning which are recorded in Table O, the lowest average yield returned 
was 21°88 bushels, which was in Rosewood; whilst the highest yield was 49:09 bushels in Cairns. 
Herberton, which returned 40°53 bushels, was the only other district in which the yield exceeded 40 
bushels per acre; but in six other districts average yields exceeding 30 bushels were secured. The 
returns from the crop were not quite so satisfactory in the districts where the largest areas were 
planted compared with many in which it was cultivated to a more limited extent. ee 

Local causes have frequently operated to make a marked difference in the returns from districts 
closely situated to one another. Thus, in West Moreton District, whilst the returns from Harrisville 
and Dugandan averaged 28 to 29 bushels per acre, the neighbouring districts of Marburg and Rosewood 
averaged only 21 to 22 bushels. Again, Highfields and Crow’s Nest gave 81 bushels, whilst the districts 
on either side—namely, Toowoomba and Esk—only yielded 24 to 25 bushels. Three districts in the southern 
portion of East Moreton showed the following average per acre :—Logan, 2490; Beaudesert, 34°37 ; 
and Nerang, 35°36. The districts included in the Southern Downs—Warwick, Allora, and Killarney— 
each averaged about 254 bushels in 1896, thus proving an exception; but then they varied greatly in 1895, 
giving returns of —Warwick, 28:26 bushels; Allora, 20°33 bushels; and Killarney, 30°17 bushels. 

Comparisons of yields between certain districts, based upon annual figures, are necessarily an 
uncertain basis on which to form ideas as to the relative prolific nature of such localities, because in short- 
period crops, such as. maize, partial showers or even a chance thunderstorm at a critical period in the 
growth of the crop may make all the difference between a good yield and an indifferent one. 

The mean average returns obtained in principal districts during two five-year periods are compared 

‘with the average for last year in the following table :— 


-, 


Average Yield per Acre. . 

Petty Sessions District. age = ra = = 
five Years Nive Years ra . 

ended 1890. ended 1895, Year: 1800. 


Police District, 


Bushels. Bushels. 
Allora ,,. Be ne 6 1600 | 20°34 || 21:08 
Brisbane ... v5 vat | 
Redcliffe in ts | 2°14 | 23°58 22°60 
South Brisbane ... 
| Bundaberg as | Ses Figays 
Gin Gin . ee 550 ast | Bebo at 
Cairns... =a ith a: 40°75 34°37 34°77 
| Douglas ... vee aie sae 44°23 3109 | 30°69 


Gatton Z | ae met 
Laidley 19°22 } 21-61 21:17 


Allora 


Brisbane ... 


Bundaberg 


Cairns 
Douglas 


Gatton 


Gympie... 
Highfields ... 
Ipswich 


Gympie ... 
Highfields 
Ipswich ... 


29°17 
21°92 
22°96 


32°55 
28°84 
20:10 | 


32°44 
28°61 
19°57 


Beaudesert 
Logan... 
Marburg 
Rosewood 


Logan... 2093 | 27°18 27°34 


1684 | 2168 19°50 
Maryborough  ... ofr ae 2658 | 27°50 27:04 


Marburg 


Maryborough 
Dugandan ay | “AK | 99.4) 
| Harrisville ie chee | mee oie 
Tiaro vee aa rr ae meet te AGMOL AT strc A 8 $s 27:28 29°33 27:07 
Toowoomba Toowoomba a ab : 19°24 24°18 23°48 


Warwick .., ee 23°57 31°85 29:23 


Normanby... 


The return for the five years ended 1895 were much better than those for the preceding 
quinquennial period. In 1889 the average yield for the whole colony was 17°84 bushels, whilst in 1891 
it was 30°30 bushels. These diverging averages falling in the different quinquenniums would, of course, 
consicerably affect the mean averages of each, but the divergences in those years alone would not account 
for the differences in the averages. 


Ricr (Paddy).—It does not appear as if the cultivation of this cereal is destined, for the present 
at least, to receive any serious attention in this colony. 

During the past ten years the returns obtained have, with one exception, been at least satisfactory, 
whilst on some occasions really excellent results have been secured ; thus eleven years ago—in 1886—an 
average yield of 66:44 bushels was obtained. Of course with the price ruling for labour in Queensland 
the cultivation of rice cannot be profitably conducted in the same manner as adopted in China and Japan. 
There the seed is mostly sown in beds and the plants afterwards dibbled out into the wet field. The after 
cultivation is entirely carried on with the hand hoe. In the United States rice is grown with the aid of 
labour-saving implements, and these of course can only be used in places where provision has been made 
by which the water necessary to its cultivation ean be applied to and diverted from the land at will, so 
that at the periods required for ploughing, planting, and reaping a dry surface can be secured, and the 
most modern appliances for cultivation and sowing the crop put to use. 
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An interview with a resident from Cairns was recently published in the Brisbane Courier. From the 
information then afforded it would appear that there is now established at Cairns an excellent mill for 
the conversion of paddy into the rice of commerce, but that the supply of grain was not more than 
sufficient to enable the mill to keep quarter time. It was also stated that there had recently been great 
improvement in the seed used, and that a variety had now been obtained—the bearded or spiked Java— 
which could be grown equally well on wet or dry ground. It could be sown broadcast, was most prolific, 
30 ewt. having been returned from 100 lb. of seed ; it would stand for months when ripe without falling 
or shedding its grain, and was moreover plump and fine-flavoured. It had been recognised by an expert 
as a variety much in favour in Burmah. Considerable quantities of this seed have been distributed, and 
consequently an extension of rice culture in the Cairns district is expected during the present season. 

The particulars respecting the rice crop are shown in the following table :— 


Q. 


Bushels. Average Bushels. 


1892... aes es 231) a bis eh 33,380 
1893... mae as oe es at vs 32,043 
1894... des ee as ee Re, ih, 24,866 
1895... Ie. aaa Pas eee ae ane 19,245 
LSOG5 an. Ae Se she ae: iat ay 20,528 


Although there was a smaller area planted in 1896 than in 1895, yet, as is frequently the case, a 
larger return was obtained from the less area. or whilst in 1895 the average yield of paddy was 26°88 
bushels per acre, last year a return of 34°21 was obtained. Cairns is the centre of rice cultivation, more 
than half the total area cultivated being situated in that district. 

In the following table the districts where rice was grown last year are shown, arranged 
geographically :— 


R, 


istri iti Area rantity [Average Yield 
oer Hoektion Inthe Colony. Planted. oman per Acre. 


Acres. Bushels. Bushels. 
Cairns ae AD ‘ies a ive = 346 14,885 41°58 
Cook Bp ise At be ae ia 79 2,744 34°73 
Douglas... ats Ber 5 ee oes 88 1,525 17°33 
Mackay ... ia a at see Sa 1 314 28°55 
Somerset ... ios oe 5 5 5 we bee soe 4 30 7:50 
Croydon ... fen ibs West of Coast Range 8 15 1:87 
Herberton... ie rie = Bs se nel ae 44, 1,068 24°27 
Thornborough - ,., oe 3 4 8 rh ay ae Eee 30 30°00 
Brisbane ... me ... | Southern Division, East of Main Range... rs ae 2°00 
Dugandan ... ese ai + ti in 1:00 
Gatton... Boss Se a te on y 2°00 
Logan 0 eae ays ss sie ad 31°62 
Nanango ... vee ds ; ‘ ea ae aA pat aes ay 
Warwick ... we ai} West of Main Range... te sea 1:00 


Toran tee tee tee ven vee one 20,528 34°21 


From the, foregoing statement it will be seen that the cultivation of rice, with a few very 
unimportant exceptions, is confined to the Northern portion of the colony, and there chiefly to the coast 
districts. 

If there were not plenty of evidence that this cereal flourishes in countries possessing a climate 
similar to that of Southern Queensland, the averages frequently obtained from small areas in that portion 
of the colony would show the suitability of both soil and climate for its successful production. There 
are no doubt many localities where, by a comparatively small expenditure, the adoption of the American 
system of cultivation could be effected, and thus enable a sufficiency of this cereal to be grown, at least 
to supply the requirements of the home market. 

There were 7,448,761 lb. of rice imported during 1896, valued at £42,633, which may be taken as 
representing 12,066,993 lb., or 215,482 bushels of paddy, the production of which, on the basis of the 
yield obtained from the crop for 1896, would involve the cultivation of 6,299 acres of land. Rice carries 
an import duty of 1d. per lb., which is equivalent to 2s. 11d. per bushel on paddy, which on the crop for 
1896 would be equal to at least £4 19s. per acre. 


Ryz.—This grain is not greatly in favour as a cereal crop, although cultivated to some extent for 
hay and green fodder, which itself necessitates the raising of a certain amount for seed purposes. 
The following statement gives particulars respecting the rye crop reaped for grain for the past 


five years :— 
Average per Acre, 
Year. Acres. Yield, Bushels, Bushels. 


1892 Prat eee . see 360 oes 8,001 aoe 22°22 
1893 es ae ve t 496 oe 9,479 eos 19°11 
1894 ee 300 Bec Boe 283 HS 5,251 ACE 18°55 
1895 5h ose oon Spr 202 ee 4,169 tr 20°64 
1896 aie ate see ove 345 be 7,449 oe 21°59 
Of the 7,449 bushels obtained probably nearly one-third would be required for seed, leaving but a 
small quantity for disposal. The greater proportion of this is ground into meal and used as a breadstuff, 
although a certain quantity is utilised as food for poultry. 
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Eveisn Poraro.—Some strange inconsistencies are to be noticed with respect to the importation 
of this tuber. For instance, although the acreage and the production during 1894 were the largest ever 
recorded, and prices ruling were below the cost of digging and marketing, and that, too, from places 
within fifty miles of Brisbane, yet potatoes to the value of £38,000 were at the same time imported; whilst 
in the following year, with a production amounting to but little more than two-thirds of that for 1894, 
the imports fell short by £4,000 of those for the last-named year. In 1896 there was a smaller area 
planted with the English potato than for any year since 1890—namely, 7,672 acres—which was 1,568 
acres less than in 1895. ‘The average return obtained, however, was better in the former year than in 
1895, the produce from the smaller acreage in 1896 being only a little more than 500 tons short.of that 
recorded in the previous year. ‘The mean yield for 1896—namely, 2°40 tons—was exceeded on three 
occasions during the decennium. In 1891 it amounted to 2°78 tons; in 1894; 2°68; and in 1892, 2°41 
tons. The imports for last year totalled 19,271 tons, valued at £82,328, and as the production for the 
year was only 18,451 tons, it follows that rather more than half the consumption of potatoes was provided 
by foreign growers, in the face of an import duty of 15s. per ton. : 

It has been noted for some years past that the use of the English potato seems to have declined, 
and it has been suggested that this is largely due to the views now held by many medical men as to its 
effects in cases of dyspepsia. There are, however, other uses to which the vegetable can be turned as 
well as for purposes of food— for instance, it is largely used for the manufacture of starch, glucose, and 
spirit; but, besides, it has recently been discovered that by. treatment with a certain kind of acid the 
potato can be converted into an excellent substitute for ivory specially suited for the manufacture of 
buttons, and it is thought in view of the exhaustion of the supply of true ivory—which is not 
unlikely—that in the potato may be found a cheap and efficient competitor with some of the other 
substances now in use for the production of the artificial article. 


Sweer Poraro.—This root is not used to any great extent as a vegetable by town residents, and 
in the bush it is principally consumed by South Sea Islanders employed on the sugar plantations of the 
colony. It is also largely used as an article of food for cattle. The area planted with this tuber last 
year—3,131 acres—exceeded all previous records, although the average yield obtained—4'57 tons per 
acre—was below that of any previous year except that for 1893, and brought the production of 14,322 
tons down to but little more than was obtained from the 2,736 acres planted in 1895. 


Corroy.—The various attempts made to establish the cultivation of this plant as one of the 
industries of the colony have not hitherto met with great success. Between 1867 and 1874, under the 
stimulus of a heavy bonus, 10,023,585 lb. of cotton were grown and exported. The possibility of the 
establishment of a cotton factory to utilise the raw product within the colony was not even considered at 
that time. The population was very limited, and the only idea was to raise cotton for shipment to 
England, and thus share in furnishing the supply of the raw material to the cotton factories of 
Lancashire. To this end statutory authority was obtained for granting a State bonus on every bale of 
cotton exported. Later on it was decided to abolish this protection, and very rapidly eotton ceased to 
be cultivated to any but the most trivial extent, indeed during two years—1887-8—not one acre was 
planted throughout the colony. ‘Then the establishment of the manufacture of cotton fabrics came to 
the front, and again the State was looked to for aid, and Parliament sanctioned the payment of a sum of 
money to the first factory which turned out a quantity of stuff. With this inducement a company was 
formed and a factory established at Ipswich, and with the prospect of a market at their doors the farmers 
of West Moreton once again included cotton among their crops. The results of this revival in the 
cultivation of this plant during the past eight years are shown in the following statement :— 


Koren, Se hos rae oD yield. 
TABO "iso ae re) ay ef HH 7 ( 7:00 
1890 ... 16 bs ot We gh sine | 832-19 
1891... 90 cit ie vii .. 48,746 Ginned. 4 541°62 
1892... 717 A a % ie 212,870 | | 296-19 
1893... 191 ie 1H sa A 99868) (153°68 
1894 ... 100 ie 264 ‘ie 64,801 54801 
1895 ... 494 a Be She ...  269,110¢ Unginned. < 544°76 
1896 ... 280 vs oH Ni ea ee) 505°69 


From these figures it does not appear, even with the stimulus of a local market, that the cultivation 
of cotton is likely to assume any important proportion. Although it is likely that a man with a large 
family who can assist him in the work ot harvesting, by planting an area suitable to his require- 
ments, may still find the crop a profitable éne, yet any attempt to form a plantation and to employ hired 
labour in picking, in the face of the labour conditions in this colony, is not likely to be again attempted 


Suagan.—Altogether the sugar industry made considerable progress during 1896, yet this was, 
marked more by the increased output than by the area planted. 

There were 5,846 acres added to the canefields of the colony, and the area crushed last year 
exceeded that for 1895 by 10,869 acres ; whilst there were 14,519 tons of sugar manufactured in 1896 in 
excess of the production of the preceding year. 

Unfortunately, the weather experienced during the year under review in several of the sugar 
districts was not of the most favourable nature, and consequently the average return per acre obtained 
for the whole colony was slightly below that of the previous year, although the return for 1895 was 
barely equal to the mean production for the current decade. The effects of both drought and frost were 
severely felt, whilst the beetle plague was likewise productive of a considerable amount of loss. The 
effects of the frost were most felt in the Maryborough and Bundaberg districts, and the loss from 
insect pests proved worst at Mackay. 
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A comparison of the sugar crops for the two past two years is afforded by the following table :— 


Re 
Year. | Area aga for | Area Crushed. Total Yield. Average Yield per Acre. 
Sis tas ores! BS a Le se | Wales linden a 
Acres. | Acres. | Tons. Tons, 
Rep eaRe iy av) ss ate 97,247 | 55,771 86,255 1°85 
1896 Pera? sees SS cchenele Pcac| 83,093 66,640 100,774 151 
| x eo Seas eee oe eee Reet ie. 
Inereasein 1896... 5,846 | 10,869 | 14,519 me 
| | 
Decrease in 1896... vet ne Si ey 004 


It will be observed that great strides have been made in recent years both in the cultivation of 
cane and in the manufacture of sugar therefrom, whereby not only has the quality of the article been 
greatly improved, but also the average yield obtained from a given area considerably increased. Taking 
the mean average returns for the first and last decades comprised in the last twenty years, it is found 
that each acre returned about 17 per cent. more sugar during the latter than during the former period. 
This would itself be an important factor in determining the relative profitable nature of the industry; 
but added to this is the fact that the increased result has in most cases been obtained at a greatly 


reduced cost. 


Important as have been the changes effected, yet it would be unwise to assume that further 
improvement is not to be hoped for; and as Queensland will have to look for markets further afield, 
where the competition of bounty-fed beet sugars will have to be met, the progress made in the past few 
years should be only an incentive to further efforts for advancement. It seems that the great improve- 
ment thus obtained has been mostly connected with the manufacture of sugar, and it is to be hoped that, 
in addition to further effort in the same direction, special attention will now be directed to the canefields, 
with a view to both increased and even more economical production of the cane. 


Careful and thorough cultivation of cane under ordinary circumstances will always yield a suitable 
reward, but that alone will be insufficient, except special attention be directed to the prevention and cure 
of the many plagues and diseases to which sugar-cane is subject. A wide field is open in this direction 
to scientists and others to come to the assistance of the unfortunate sugar-grower, who is feebly battling 
against these scourges. Fortunately, although the loss which has resulted to Queensland planters both 
from the ravages of insects and disease has been confined to certain places, and the canefields of the 
colony have not up to the present suffered in these respects to anything like the same extent as some 
of the other sugar-producing countries, yet the plagues referred to, spread with such alarming rapidity 
under favourable conditions that no efforts should be spared to stamp them out. It is also evident that 
in this direction isolated efforts are almost useless on the part of individuals; the movement must be 
general, and thus be aided by the very best scientific and other assistance procurable. ‘To show the 
necessity of prompt and united action being taken in this direction, it is well known that in the West 
Indies whole districts have gone completely out of tillage owing to the prevalence of certain forms of 
disease. More recent experience and inquiry have shown that in nearly every instance careless and 
improvident cultivation were the resulting causes ; and in many cases the difficulties have been overcome 
and plantations reclaimed from desertion by the adoption of a scientific and intelligent system of farming, 
and the use of certain specifics against insect pests. In support of the remarks made above it cannot be 
denied that there are districts in the colony where the majority of the cultivators adopt the most approved 
methods, but the failure of a minority—perhaps a small one—to join in the effort made, and by 
carelessness and neglect permitting their farms to become centres from whence a constant cause 
of mischief is disseminated to those of their more prudent neighbours, renders the efforts of 
the latter almost nugatory. “Zhe Diseases in Plants Act of 1896” provides a remedy by compelling 
owners on the demand of an inspector to take all necessary steps to treat diseased plants, and, if 
necessary, on the demand of the Minister to destroy the same. This measure will, no doubt, be to some 
extent effective in dealing with extreme cases, by preventing persons conducting their holdings in such a 
manner as to become a source of injury to the farms of the intelligent and thrifty; but a large amount 
of evil may still result long before the circumstances would warrant official interference. Against such, 
the best defence is to educate the offenders into realising the advantage to be derived from careful and 
efficient cultivation. ' 


It is generally assumed that the kinds of cane now planted give a return within twelve months 
from planting or cutting; and although for the most part this is so, yet in specific years the figures 
given in the agricultural schedule show that a considerable amount of cane is held over annually. ‘Thus, 
in 1895, 77,247 acres were under cane, and only 55,771 acres, or 72 per cent., were crushed; whilst last 
year there were 83,093 acres of land under cane; of this 66,640 acres, or 80 per cent., was crushed, which 
would appear to be a larger proportion than usually obtains, the mean for the last ten years being in 
accord with that for 1895—namely, 72 per cent. Probably the necessity of cutting frosted areas which 
would have otherwise been held over « perated to raise the proportion of the area which was crushed last 
year, the winter of 1896 having proved an exceedingly severe one. 


In 1896 there were 2,254 schedules received in which cane, grown for purposes of sugar production, 
was rcturned as one of the items of cultivation. In 1,286 of these the area crushed exceeded ten acres. 
A laige number of persons plant cane as food for live stock, very frequently too in localities where its 
successful cultivation for sugar-making purposes would be out of the question. In such case the area 
thus dealt with is not included amongst that specially devoted to the cultivation of sugar-cane. 
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The following table gives full details of the sugar crop during the past two years in the twenty 
districts where cane was cultivated :— 


Te 
| Cultivation, Production. 
Petty Sessions District. | Increase 1895. 1896. Sebeceuine 1 1608: 
| Area in Area in or = 
|} 1905. | 1896, |_Deerease| | | 
| | in 1896, | Area | Produce. | Aret | produce.| Ate? | Produce. 
| i | Crushed. Crushed. | | Crushed, | 
Lee ap — . | | | 
| Acres. Acres. | Acres. Acres, Tons. Acres. Tons. | Acres, Tons. 
Ayr oe wae «te we | 6,084 6,089 5 4,035 6,500 4,515 6,146 480 —354 
Bowen ... aie no ie gg 692 278 “69 a iy eas leet tes tes 
Bundaberg ne 15 +e | 19,589 17,987 |—1,602 | 16,349 | 24,162 | 17,660 | 25,974 1,311 1,812 
Cairns ta ner seal ve | 2,356 3,124 768 1,437 2,722 1,857 2,982 420 210 
Childers ... ne a vol 8761 10,866 2,115 | 5,221] 8946] 8,267 | 18,190 3,046 9,244 
Cleveland... ah A ver 9 2 —7 7 7 2 | 3 1 Eas 
Gin Gin ... a i .. | 1,460 2,471 1,011 783 80 1,829 | 2,167 1,046 2,087 
Gympie ar “he i 3 wel —3 ie aie Me ics ve vee 
Harrisville as <s rs 28 98 70 20 9 31 25 iL 16 
Ingham ... i ine vies ee DOS 7,180 672 | 5,829 | 9,934] 6,005 | 11,938 | 676 2,004 
Logan ot ane as «ee | 1,567 1,656 89 1,560 | 1,504 1,656 2,058 | 96 554 
Mackay ... vas Mo vee | 20,544 21,076 532 | 15,566 | 22,839 | 16,428 | 16,515 862 | —6,324 
Marburg .. a nt ae 440 637 197 165 154 440 | 733 275 579 
Maroochy... abe if see 189 178 —11 146 255 178 | 178 82 —77 
Maryborough _... ae Se ee ay Arf 1,377 —300 1,063 2,128 1,184 | 1,809 121 —819 
Mourilyan ii ne we | 4,008 5,083 1,075 8,325 5,857 4,167 8,645 842 3,288 
Nerang ... ae irs ws |. 968 1,220 257 48 43 651 910 603 867 
Port Douglas .., i fn 540 1,208 668 as ae a re ane an 
Rockhampton —... ae be 885 773 —112 650 1,600 690 1,550 40 —50 
Tiaro es Ae <n we | 1,282 1,376 144 67 15 1,080 1,501 1,013 1,486 
Totals, 1895 $s wee | 77,247 igs 55,771 | 86,255 We, cae mais eee 
Totals, 1896 her 83,098 a 66,640 | 100,774 ae vee 
Increase in 1896 ... sre we ve Ree 7,881 a 5 Wes va, 10,874 22,147 
Decrease in 1896 $7 es se tee 2,035 ey vee 7 vet 5 7,628 
Net Increase in 1896... ee eA $4 5,846 me a sae ie 10,869 14,519 


Dealing first with the two great sugar districts of Mackay and Bundaberg, the former—which had 
for some years returned a smaller acreage than Bundaberg—in 1895 assumed the premier position. In 
1896 this has been more than maintained, for, whilst in that year 532 acres were added to the canefields 
of Mackay, the area in Bundaberg last year was reduced by 1,602 acres. If the adjoining districts of 
Childers and Gin Gin be taken into consideration—for both of which districts Bundaberg is the centre 
and the port—then the combined areas cultivated under cane would amount to 31,324 acres. Ingham, 
Ayr, and Mourilyan are rapidly becoming important centres of the sugar industry. In the first named, 
the planted area was increased to the extent of nearly 10 per cent. In Ayr, the area of 6,089 acres was 
only a nominal increase on 1895—namely, 5 acres; in Mourilyan, however, the increase of 1,075 acres, 
or 27 per cent., was the largest actual increase recorded in any district except Childers, and the largest 
relative increase in any district in which the sugar area exceeded 1,000 acres in 1895. Cairns added 768 
acres, Bowen 278 acres, and Port Douglas 668 acres to the sugar area planted. The latter district, 
however—where 1,208 acres are now under eane—crushed none; the central mill, being erected under 
“The Sugar Works Guarantee Act of 1898,’ not having been completed. A considerable inerease is also 
apparent in the area planted in the West Moreton districts of Harrisville and Marburg, 735 acres having 
been under cane there last year as against 468 in the previous year. 

A consideration of the areas crushed and the produce obtained shows that in several instances the 
positions of the various districts are reversed. Bundaberg, for instance, crushed a larger area than 
Mackay, and manufactured a much larger quantity of sugar—indeed in no district of importance was 
there a decrease in the area crushed in 1896 as compared with 1895. The greatest increase was in 
Childers, where there were 5,221 acres crushed in 1895, and 8,207 acres last year, a centesimal increase 
of 58. This may have been caused by the facilities afforded for the crushing of cane and the production 
of sugar by the splendid mill erected there by the Colonial Sugar Company, which was finished in time 
for the season of 1896. The other districts in which the additional acreage crushed in 1896 exceeded 
1,000 acres were—Bundaberg, 1,311 acres; Gin Gin, 1,046 acres ; and Tiaro, 1,013 acres. 

There were 100,774 tons of sugar made in 1896, or 14,519 tons more than in the preceding year. 
Nearly three-fourths of this—72 per cent.—was contributed by the four districts of Bundaberg, Childers 
Mackay, and Ingham. Mourilyan and Ayr also contributed important outputs-——namely, 8,645 tons 
and 6,146 tons respectively. : 

The average yields obtained from each acre of cane vary considerably in the different districts, 
and also from year to year in the same district. Taking districts in which the area crushed last year 
exceeded 1,000 acres, the average yields for the past four years have been as follow :— 


1893. 1894, 1895. 1896, 
Ayr bh Ane fe Ho 1°84 2°57 161 1°36 
Bundaberg By. et oan 171 1:50 148 1°47 
Cairns o tL a0 1:25 1-75 1:89 1:58 
Childers... dz. be Ay; tee! fhe 171 2°20 
Ingham eos ait See tie 2°26 2°72 1:86 1:99 
Logan Tas sss ore Sco eB: 1°25 0:96 1:24 
Mackay aD 36: eee ae 1-79 1°79 1:47 . 101 
Maryborough ie aes ze 218 2°09 2:00 ibe 
Mourilyan Spe aus ove 1:36 149 L61 2°08 
Tiaro xe at pas ae “ti ae ae 1:39 


Colony ae eee a oon 1°74 1:84; 1:55 151 
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The highest average yield was obtained at Childers, where the exceptionally high mean return of 
2°20 tons per acre was recorded. The frost was somewhat severely felt in this district, but no doubt its 
effects were modified to some extent by the belts of scrub which yet remain there; whilst the land, 
being only recently occupied to any extent, is necessarily nearly all virgin soil, and as it consists of 
aerae land of the first quality the severity of the winter was fully counterbalanced by the fertility of the 
soil, 

Mourilyan and Ingham came next with the good average yields of 2:08 and 1:99 tons per acre 
respectively. These districts would not naturally be affected by the cold winter experienced in 1896, 
and are also better placed with respect to rainfall than districts further South, where dry weather greatly 
retarded the cane growth last year. 

The results obtained in the Mackay district were the least satisfactory of any, being only just 
over 1 ton to each acre crushed. The extreme drought after planting, followed by the frosts—the 
mischief from which was further intensified by wet weather—at a later period, caused the sugar season 
at Mackay last year to prove one of the worst experienced for some years. On the Logan, where the 
frost would have been expected to have created great havoc, the results were better than in 1895, and 
about the same as in the two previous years. 

The home requirement for sugar for the past year or two has amounted to about 20,000 tons per 
annum, and is increasing at a greater ratio than the population. This is due to the expansion of various 
industries, notably those of brewing and jam making. The increase during 1896 in these two manufac- 
tures alone would be responsible for an additional consumption of sugar to the extent of about 1,000 
tons. On the basis of last year’s production there would be left about 80,000 tons available for export. 
Assuming the consumption for the rest of Australasia at the same ratio per capita as for Queensland, this 
would provide a market for about 160,000 tons; but for this Fiji at least becomes a competitor, and 
Honolulu and Java might perhaps also have to be to some extent reckoned with. As Fiji produces 
annually from 30,000 to 35,000 tons, by the time the Queensland output has increased by an additional 
25,000 or 30,000 tons more distant markets will have to be sought for, and direct competition with the 
bounty-fed beet sugar of Europe encountered. 

Fortunately for this colony, as well as for all countries where the production of cane sugar is one of 
the prominent industries, signs.of dissatisfaction are apparent during recent years on the part of the general 
taxpayer in those countries where the cultivation of beet for the manufacture of sugar is fostered by a 
Government bonus, because the bonus not only adds considerably to the burthen of taxation, but also 
operates to increase the cost of sugar to the consumer. ‘The Bill recently passed by the French 
Chamber of Deputies providing for the payment of bounties to the manufacturers of beet sugar was 
only passed by a narrow majority, and a conference was to have been held in Paris shortly afterwards at 
which all the great beet sugar producing countries of Europe were to be represented, to adopt measures 
to bring about the conclusion of the present system. It is true that during the progress of this industry, 
which has now attained gigantic proportions, great advances have been made both in the production of 
beets containing a largely increased percentage of saccharine matter and also in the economical 
manufacture of the sugar; but whether these improvements are sufficient to enable the industry to be 
pursued at a profit without the support of special monetary assistance on the part of the State is very 
doubtful. With the removal of the bounty the production would probably cease, to the manifest advantage 
of tropical countries where the sugar-cane is capable of cultivation. This subject formed one of the points 
brought under notice of the Hnglish authorities by our Premier, who is now in England, as vitally 
affecting the future cultivation of sugar in this colony. 


Arrowroor.—I referred in my last Report to a difficulty that had arisen under the Imperial 
Food and Drugs Act in connection with the disposal of Queensland arrowroot in the United Kingdom, 
owing to the fact that it was the product of a plant not botanically synonymous with the plant from 
which the article known as arrowroot in the British market is obtained. Since then the Secretary of the 
Board of Inland Revenue, London, in response to a communication from the Agent-General for 
Queensland, replied :—‘‘ The term arrowroot, without prefix or qualification, should, speaking strictly, 
be restricted to the starch derived from plants of the genus Maranta. . . . A purchaser asking 
sitaply for arrowroot would presumably by use and wont expect to be supplied with Maranta starch. 
aa Queensland arrowroot, the product of Canna edulis, is quite a different starch. . . . Inasmuch 
as the term arrowroot without a prefix or qualification is now well established, the vendors of the 
Queensland article would, in the Board’s opinion, best protect themselves by labelling it as ‘ Queensland 
arrowroot, prepared from Canna edulis.’ ” 

So growers of arrowroot in the colony who wish to export to the United Kingdom must either 
plant the Mauranta or make up their minds that their product shall be placed on the home market 
distinctly labelled as above, and then rely upon the merits of the arrowroot produced from the Canna edulis 
for securing a sale of that article. 

The area planted with arrowroot during 1896 was 809 acres, or 115 acres more than in 1895. 
This is the largest area planted during the last ten year's. The average return obtained was also very 
good—namely, 2,266 lb. per acre, but less than has been obtained on several occasions during the decade. 
Of the quantity produced—700,803 1b.—rather more than one-half, or 381,378 lb., was exported. 


Tozsacco.—The cultivation of tobacco did not increase last year ; on the contrary, there were only 
994 acres planted in 1896, against 1,061 in the previous year; but the yield obtained was a very 
satisfactory one, the lesser area returning 8,629 ewt., or 1,118 cwt. more than was gathered from the 
larger area planted in 1895. 

The average yield of 8°68 cwt. per acre exceeded the. mean of the average return obtained during 
the past ten years. 

Mr. McCarty, in his Statistician and Economist, gives the tobacco crop of the United States for 
two years as—1893, 687 |b. per acre; and for 1894, 777 lb. As the Queensland returns for same area 
for the same periods were 1,080 Ib. and 1,172 1b. respectively, this compares more than favourably with 
regard to quantity with the United States. Perhaps less care is used here in picking, and leayes are 
taken into the crop that should be rejected; thus an increased weight is gained at the cost of a 
deterioration in quality, such deterioration moré than counterbalancing the additional production, 
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The general table relating to agriculture to be found in the Appendix gives full information as to 
the cultivation of this crop. The great bulk, indeed nearly all the tobacco, is produced in the Southern 
Division of the colony to the west of the Range. Five districts contribute 98 per cent. of the total 
tobacco area of the colony—namely, Texas, 482 acres; Inglewood, 241 acres ; Killarney, 164 acres ; 
Stanthorpe, 59 acres; and Warwick, i8 acres, producing 8,511 ewt., or 99 per cent. of the aggregate 
output. The average yield per acre for each of these districts was—Texas 8:11 ecwt., Inglewood 
8°67 ewt., Killarney 9°65 ewt., Stanthorpe, 10°76 ewt., and Warwick 16°33 ewt. per acre. 

Tobacco, in one form or another, was imported last year to the extent of 727,791 1b., valued at 

£74,501. The exports amounted to 71,757 Jb., valued at £5,065, leaving a net import of 656,034 Ib., 
which, added to the quantity locally produced, gives the total consumption as 1,622,482 lb., in which the 
home-grown article was represented to the extent of GO per cent. This consumption gives an averaye of 
56 oz. per annum for each head of population. The following figures taken from Mulhall furnish 
information as to the amount of tobacco consumed in a few of the principal countries of Europe :— 
United Kingdom, 23 oz; France, 29 oz.; Germany, 48 oz.; Belgium, 84 0z.; Switzerland, 82 oz. Some 
little allowance no doubt would require to be made from all these figures for tobacco used for purposes 
other than smoking, in connection with horticulture and kindred pursuits. 
: Whilst the consumption in Queensland is greatly in excess of that for the United Kingdom, yet 
it falls a long way short of that of some of the countries quoted. When considering this subject it must 
not be forgotten that the proportion of adult males is probably greater in the colony than in any of the 
other countries mentioned. 

The establishments engaged in the manufacture of tobacco in this colony last year employed 282 
hands, and turned out 575,864 lb. of tobacco, 1,290 lb. of cigars, and 11,325 Ib. of cigarettes, in all 
588,479 lb. of manufactured tobacco. 

As there were 968,448 Ib. of dried leaf or unmanufactured tobacco produced, and 64,046 1b. of 
unmanufactured tobacco imported, whilst the export of the last-named only amounted to 4,524 1b., a 
large amount of leaf must have been in stock at the end of the year awaiting manufacture. 

Correr.—As the management and cultivation of this‘crop becomes better understood it will no 
doubt become one of considerable importance. The climatic conditions, especially of the Northern 
portion of the colony, are admirably suited for its culture, whilst there are large areas of land there 
possessing a soil of unrivalled fertility. 

There were 138 acres of land under coffee in 1896, or more than double the area planted in 1895, 
when 60 acres were planted. Unfortunately the yield would appear to have been a very poor one— 
70°34 1b. per acre ; but as this average is taken over the whole acreage whilst it is known that there has 
been so relatively large an acreage added in the shape of new plantations during the year, and a very 
considerable proportion of the total area consists of trees not yet bearing, the percentage quoted is 
hardly a fair one. The foilowing figures will illustrate this :— 


Districts. Total Not bearing. Bearing. Yield, Average 
Acres, Acres. Acres. Lb. on area bearing. 

Cairns ... so Gas, 81 15 7,795 20:00 

Uo00k” v.36 <i ee ako i) 7 512 73°00 
Mareeba ze ge 9 9 ree ae aes 

Maroochy as 5 2 3 1,300 467-00 
Maryborough ... 5 5 fy oe ch 
Rockhampton. :.. 4 4 at 
Douglas oz 2 2 ie sis bs 

Cardwell 1 aE 100 100°00 

Totals an, les 112 26 9,707 373°00 


As the coffee plant, though bearing in two or three years, does not attain its full reproductive 
powers for a considerably longer period, it is manifest that during the early years of planting the yield 
on the total area wonld afford no information as to the true average return obtainable. 

It is satisfactory to know that this crop is acquiring great attention in this colony at present, as 
experts say that parts of Queensland cannot be excelled in any part of the world for the production of 
this berry. 


Vines.—Like so many other ultimate issues of agricultural products, wine can no longer be 
counted as the produce of the farm. Division of labour, which has wrought such a. change in secondary 
industrial manufactories, is now equally revolutionising the production of primary materials. The 
manufacture of butter, cheese, bacon, wine, the washing of wool, and many other undertakings are no 
longer, to anything like the same extent as formerly, component parts of the primary industries which 
gave them birth or to which they are related. 

With respect to the vineyard, to such an extent has the new movement grown that the farmers’ 
yields have to be reckoned in grapes, and the production of the wine therefrom treated as a separate 
industry ; otherwise the returns of the various districts could not be differentiated, and omissions and 
duplications would be unavoidable. 

Last year there was a larger area of bearing vines than in 1895, and the quantity of grapes 
obtained was greater. The area and the yield of grapes for the past two years were as follow :-— 


es 5 {Bir 
Vineyards. | 
Year, 7 pane ~~~ | Grapes Gathered: . 
Acres Acres not Total Gs bal a 
Bearing. Bearing. 5 

| Lb, Lb. 

A BR acetal ae Pi a reali Gatran i Ce 1,782 239 1,951 4,254,795 2,388 
1896... wae bie RY) Th) bea 1,842 178 2,020 + 5,122,531 2/781 
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The following table furnishes information respecting this crop for the past two years in the chief 
centres of grape cultivation :— 


Vv. 


Area under Vines. 


| | : 1896. 
Petty Sessions District. | ‘ Increase + 1895 6 


or oe | eae 


Not yet Decrease a Grapes Grapes 
Bearing. a é Guthered, Gathered, 


Not yet ga 
Bearing, Bearing. 


Acres, i 5 F i S. Lb, Lb. 

eae MER Se a a hee 20 fl 21 | 1,048,650 | 1,411,560 
Brisbane ape a au ive 12 44,7 14.7 332,433 
Toowoomba ... a 4 aeedl } 1 604,355 836,823 
Warwick et Res sae all | 32 809,174 | 494,165 
South Brisbane 278,744 201,735 
Logan ... 88,540 137,404 
Gatton ... ree 138,768 143,340 
Maryborough ... 94,551 121,948 
Ipswich 52,150 58,590 
Highfields 110,550 | 218,520 
Marburg 135,317 126,870 
Laidley ... 36,746 88,004 
Allora et 91,249 98,733 
Rockhampton ... 56,131 64,530 
Nerang ... 51,419 45,339 
Gympie... 54,054 32,892 
Cleveland 45,660 37,966 
Mitchell 72,440 42,390 
Cape River ae 15,545 


w) 
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Roma is at the head of the table with a total area of 441 acres, which was a decrease of 21 acres 
on the figures for 1895. Other districts where the average was over 100 were Brisbane, Toowoomba, 
Warwick, and South Brisbane. The five districts together contributed 1,027 acres, or 51 per cent. of 
the total area. There were thirteen other districts in which the area was 24 acres and upwards ; whilst 
the district of Cape River has been added to the table, because the area there—13 acres—is sufficient 
to indicate an extension of viticulture into a somewhat unusual locality. 


On analysing the produce it is seen that there was a large increase in the quantity of grapes 
obtained from Roma vineyards. In Toowoomba and the adjoining district of Highfields, and also in 
Warwick, it was evident that the crop obtained was better than in 1895; whilst in Brisbane North and 
South the decline in production was out of proportion to the reduced area found in both those districts. 


There were 7C4 persons engaged in the manufacture of wine in 1896, who turned out 170,733 
gallons ; this would absorb about 2,902,000 Ib. of grapes. 


The number of wine-makers and the quantity of wine and brandy made during each of the past 
five years were as follow :— 


Year, Number of Makers. Wine Made. Brandy Made. 


Gallons. 
528 193,337 
466 101,528 
567 176,497 
661 238,208 
704 170,733 


The foregoing statement shows that although there was an increase in the number of wine-makers 
of forty-three in 1896, the quantity of wine made was 67,475 gallons less than in the previous year, and 
that there was also a falling off in the quantity of brandy produced of 492 gallons. 


Hay.—The returns obtained from hay of all kinds during 1896 were rather more satisfactory than 
in 1895, and was slightly above the average of the past five years, as will be seen from the following 
statement :— 


ato) aero sas OD 1894 ee 1:99 
1892... besntee LU 1895... ooo LS 
1893... oS aati) NSSGR 0.5 es re a ft )35 


There was a very large increase in the area devoted to the hay crops last year—namely, 25 per 
cent. on the figures for 1895. This increased area, moreover, was not derived, as is so frequently the 
case; by a corresponding decrease in land under artificially sown pasture, as the latter was also in excess 
last year, 


The following table affords a comparison 
two years:— 
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of each of the different kinds of hay crops for the past 


Ww. 
| 1895. 1896. 
Mown for Hay. ! tes setts —— 
| oneal Ese teas per ‘Acres: Average Viel’ per 
| ae seth ; 2 Tons. 
Wheat hades Seat Maem ae ae ren aN 1,344 1:06 1,845 0:92 
Oats 4 tee ne wee ies ice ra | 9,763 1'28 11,565 1Ld4 
Barley 221 168 282 1:78 
Rye “ 410 2°30 427 1-68 
Lucerne .,, is 14,315 2°15 | 17,892 2°34 
Panicum... —.... 2,411 1:93 3,678 1:91 
Other Grasses 145 | 1°56 | 80 1-70 
| ee 
Toran 28,609 1-78 | 35,764 1:95 


The land under lucerne, oats, and panicum, in the order named, chiefly’ contributed to the 
increase in the acreage above referred to. Wheat, rye, and panicum gave poorer average yields than in 
1895, but as these were on small areas the mean return for the whole colony was not greatly affected 
thereby. Lucerne is the crop mostly in favour for hay, and last year the acreage under it comprised 
within a little of half the total area sown for hay, whilst that under oats included 65 per cent. of the 
remainder. 


Grenn Foraar.—The land employed in the production of greenstuff in 1896 was not quite so 
much as in the previous year. The following statement furnishes particulars respecting the green fodder 


crops for 1896. 


It also probably includes the area the product of which was placed in silo :— 


Acres. Acres. 
Wheat 45 f 1,266 Sugar-cane ; ; oy 1,069 
Oats ie = ; 2,802 Sorghum, &e. e : ra 3,348 
Barley : 1,236 Lucerne “oS 4,630 
Maize 1,423 Panicum oa se 825 
Rye is a x 223 Other grasses tee 2,687 


Total, 19,509 acres. 


As in the case of hay, lucerne also stands first as a green crop. The area under panicum being 
nearly doubled shows that a dry season was anticipated in 1896, as on the least appearance of dry weather 
farmers at once plant panicum in consequence of its well-known drought-resisting qualities. 


Bananas.—This crop has in recent years invited a large amount of attention, although for some 
time past prices have ruled so low that it was not considered a profitable one. Notwithstanding the low 
prices, the area devoted to the production of. bananas steadily increases, so that the acreage for 1896 was 
considerably in excess of double what it was ten years ago. Nor is this surprising when the wonderfully 
reproductive nature of this fruit is considered. It is stated to be the most prolific of known plants, 
exceeding in this respect the potato by forty-four times and wheat by 131 times. 

The 4,447 acres planted yielded 17,059,124 dozen of fruit. This has only been exceeded once— 
namely in 1890—when 22,002,092 dozen were gathered, returning on the 3,890 acres planted an average 
crop of 5,656 dozen to each acre. In comparison with the above the average per acre last year was 
8,810 dozen. 

The following table furnishes details respecting this crop for the past two years in all districts in 


which the-area planted exceeded 20 acres:— 


P. 
Area, Production. Increase + or Decrease — 1396. 
Petty Sessions District, : ——— 
1895. | 1896. 1895, 1896, Area. Quantity. 
Acres. Acres. Dozen. Dozen. Acres. Dozen. 
Brisbane my ee Re 142 142 148,525 170,740 + 27,215 
Bundaberg 27 23 $2,816 25,246 — 4 — 7,570 
Cairns ay wer eee 1,122 1,778 7,350,700 8,172,900 + 656 + 822,200 
Cleveland 366 | 336 604,294, 505,884 — 30 — 98,410 
Cook 55 55 133,179 75,370 — 57,809 
Douglas 1g <<} tegp 26,278 ) 52,546 | + 14 |+ 26,273 
Logan 874 | 298 618,414 390,613 == (481) 2 ;|==)) 227/801 
Maroochy 252 264 368,310 359,318 apd bs — 8,992 
Maryborough 5 es 135 114 156,927 104,159 — 21 — 652,768 
Mourilyan ... 5 Wer ae set |i cdg heat 1,113 4,923,401 6,745,980 — 14 + 1,822,579 
Rockhampton 26 21 29,494 14,922 — 5 — 14,572 
Somerset net vee sae eee 15 110 6,570 14,304 +05 + 7,734 
Townsville... fee ay 4 Ws 54 38 56,600 17,020 — 16 — 39,580 
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The principal increase in land planted is returned from Cairns, The additional area in this district 
amounted to 656 acres; there was also an increased production of 822,200 dozen. In Mourilyan, whilst 
there were 14 acres less under bananas, the crop gathered amounted to 6,745,980 dozen, or to 1,822,579 
dozen more than in 1895. These two districts together provided 2,891 acres, or 65 per cent. of the total. 


Pryvaprries.—There were 823 acres under pineapples during 1896, a decline of 24 acres in 
comparison with 1895. The output amounted to 313,835 dozen, giving an average yield of 381 dozen to 
each acre. In 1895 the aggregate return was 376,875 dozen, and the average 445 dozen to the acre. 

At one time—about 1891-2—there was an important trade carried on in exporting pineapples to 
the markets of the southern colonies. A certain amount still continues, but it has become very much 
restricted. This is in part due to the difficulty of securing a certain and satisfactory price. Too 
frequently the fruit-brokers by forming rings would controi the market and secure the fruit, which as a 
po commodity had to be sold at their own figure. In addition to this, growers of the fruit have 

ad to combat during the last five years a disease which spread through many of the pineapple 
plantations and destroyed most of the fruit. This has contributed to the reduced area devoted to 
pineapple cultivation during the past four years. 

The districts in which this fruit is grown to any extent are for the most part confined to the coast, 
and particulars respecting the crop raised in each is contained in the following table :— 


Mie 

District. 1895. 1896. Increase+ or — Decrease. 

Acres. Dozens. Acres, Dozens. Acres. Dozens, 

Brisbane sve BAT. am: te 447 245,244 435 194,310 £18 ~ 60,934 
Cairns... ae een et ae 45 10,810 67 13,670 + 22 + 2,860 
Charters Towers fee ice ore 20 27,989 | 16 5,195 - 4 — 22,794, 
Cleveland tes Nas ae an 26 3,428 26 8,562 or + 184 
Cook <vé ie ac cf 34 5,828 | 34 4,210 see =) 118 
Croydon .,;. Re pe wah WD 7 1,120 | 8 2,827 +1 et eee: 
Douglass e ee ee 18 6,053 | 20 6,726 9 + 673 
Logan .,, a tf An Hi 45 28,254 43 21,185 - 2 — 2,069 
Maryborough’) ..2)i/ ilar wee ehear 29 5,626 | 18 7,320 -1 + 1,694 
Maroochy Ea yerpet craig ie pee 29 3,657 | 18 8,385 Ely Ash o72 
“pee 8 ia fa ea on ampere 6 18,600 | 10 2,750 fl ~ 15,850 
Redcliffe Pane RANT OU LUA LTTE 14, 16,000 13 16,420 ek + 420 
South Brisbane ... ava a He | 20 4,255 14 5 694 =’ 6 + 1,439 
Townsville si res “a ae 14 2,704 12 4,230 - 2 + 1,526 


The police district of Brisbane includes more than half the total area, and considerably more than 
half the total production. The most important inerease was that of 22 acres in Cairns, whilst 
Maryborough and Maroochy equally divide a decrease of a like amount. 


Onanars.—The climate and soil of a large extent of the colony is so eminently suited to the 
growth of all trees of the citrus genus that a practically unlimited production of oranges could readily 
be secured if an assured market were only available. Outside the colony, Melbourne has hitherto been 
the principal outlet for Queensland oranges, and here they meet with the heavy competition of New 
South Wales fruit. A year or two ago, when there was o prospect of direct communication with 
Vancouver, it was hoped that—as our season was at its best when oranges were out in California—a 
profitable trade might be opened up with this fruit with Canada and other parts of North America. 
But as the fruit had to be shipped from here through Sydney, the increased cost to such a trade rendered 
the project unremunerative. Failing this market, and the supply in Australia being in excess of the 
demand, the prospect of an expansion of our orange trade did not appear hopeful. The shipment of 
fruit to Europe has for a long time been mooted, and some was sent there; but the earlier experiments 
with soft fruits have not been very encouraging. Recently, however, a further effort in this direetion 
was made from Sydney, and was brought to a most suecessful issue. This effort to open a market for 
our Australian citrus fruits prothises to become the precursor of better things, as it proves the possibility 
of so selecting and packing oranges that they will bear the long and trying voyage to Europe. ‘The 
experiment referred to was made by the “Board of Exports,” Sydney, who purchased 1,700 eases of 
oranges, had them carefully packed under the supervision of Mr. G. H. Benson—now Queensland’s fruit 
expert—and shipped for London by the “ Ophir.’ The result was the arrival of the fruit in good 
condition, a consequent ready sale at good prices, and a substantial profit was made on the transaction. 

There were 1,791 acres under oranges in 1896, or 109 acres less than in 1895, but otherwise the 
largest area ever planted with that fruit, This decline was occasioned by failing trees being got rid of ; 
it is therefore probable that the large increased area recorded in 1895 partly consisted of plantations then 
made with a view of replacing some of those which during last year have been cleared away. 

The return obtained was a very poor one, the average being the worst recorded since 1889 
—namely, 753 dozen to the acre, For the threo preceding years the returns had been—1893, 1,634 dozen : 
1894, 1,225 dozen; 1895, 1,050 dozen, The aggregate return for 1896 was 1,348,990 dozen, 
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Particulars respecting the cultivation of oranges in some of the principal districts are recorded in 


the following table :— 
Z. 


Area, Production. Increase -+ or Decrease —-in 1896. 
Petty Sessions District. 


Area. Production. 


Dozen. Dozen. Acres. Dozen. 


Bowen ..,. ae its woe vet ot 81,710 78,798 = = 2,912 
Brisbane ... Bi oe. at aes 103,216 66,466 : — 36,750 
Bundaberg rae 4 ibe it. é 4 | 34,589 37,950 + 38,361 
Caboolture v9 fiat as sae : 13,05C 7,904 -— 5,146 
Cairns... a As os + 163,364 | 107,480 — 55,934 
Cardwell 4) Ae =e we 5$ 407,500 | 72,300 — 335,200 
Charters Towers ae ac Fe v 2° 92,616 8,708 op — 83,908 
Cleveland vai Fas -; ne | 48,272 | 54,720 + 6,448 
Cook ee ane Bs Ee oye ; 66,921 | 35,085 — 31,836 
Douglas ... oy & cn ia ‘ 95,906 | 50,090 45,816 
Gatton... iy aa te ie | 88,820 | 83,303 55,617 
Gympie ... bis ed ey Per: | 3 39,567 | 14,714 24,853 
Herberton ae Ban SS eS 2: 24,000 19,270 4,730 
Logan... ee e Fa mee 4: 23,202 | 16,040 7,162 
Maroochy tee ey; wa sae | 52,945 | 30,057 22,888 
Maryborough ... ie a6 ce 22: 160,594 | 186,999 + 26,405 
Nerang ; | 55,350 62,350 7,000 
Redcliffe ... ad ans ; 34,300 | 23,131 11,169 
Rockhampton... 7 of oa | 71,505 55,370 — 16,185 

| 

| 

| 

! 
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Roma | 17,071 102,343 85,272 

16,065 10,984 
| 24,521 20,349 
74,207 39,370 


tbo 


5,081 

4,172 
34,837 
61,764 


South Brisbane ... 
Tiaro 

Toowoomba 
Townsville 


15,986 77,750 


Maryborough shows the largest acreage and the largest increase in acreage of any district, and 
contributed a large proportion to the output of the colony. The average yield obtained was above that 
for the whole colony—namely, 842 dozen to each acre. There were two other districts in which the 
area under oranges exceeded 100 acres—Gatton 120 acres, and Nerang 104 acres. The average returns 
in these districts were 277 dozen and 599 dozen per acre respectively. 


Oruer Crors.—These comprise all varieties of trees, plants, &c., that receive the attention of 
agriculturists which it is impossibe to include in a special line by name in the household schedule from 
want of space, and the necessity for not rendering it too complicated. ‘To meet the difficulty, however, 
provision is made for the insertion of these extra varieties by leaving a few blank lines to be filled in by 
the proprietor when recording all such crops. 


During 1896, 43 different kinds of crops, for which a speciai line was not provided in the schedule, 
had been cultivated by farmers, and in this manner returned to the statistical office. These consisted of 
21 fruits, 13 varieties of vegetables, 1 other kind of grain, and 8 miscellaneous plants. Full details as to 
the acreage and produce of each will be found recorded in the last table in the Appendix to this Report. 
There were 8,875 acres returned under “ Other Crops” in 1896, which was 246 acres less than in the 
year 1895. 


Oruer Frurs.—As already stated, these included 21 varieties, the chief of which were— 
Cocoanut, 506 acres, producing 18,558 dozen; mangoes, 205 acres, proceeds 252,068 dozen; melons, 
145 acres, product 11,746 dozen; apples, 74 acres, return 62,426 dozen; plums, 54 acres, output 2,454 
bushels; lemons, 33 acres, crop 21,438 dozen; persimmons, 29 acres, brought 4,265 dozen; and 
strawberries, 27 acres, returning 20,565 quarts. The cocoanut is necessarily only planted in the Northern 
coastal districts. The mango thrives in most. parts of the colony where the frost is not too severe, and 
especially on the eastern side of the Great Dividing Range. The apple is principally grown on the 
Downs, especially in the vicinity of the New England district. The lemon flourishes in so many parts 
of the colony that the production might be expected to be equal to the Australian demand for this fruit, 
and yet lemons are imported from Italy into the southern colonies, and reach here in good condition, 
although Italians are not generally reputed as possessing a large amount of commercial enterprise. 


The question of cultivating the olive has been attracting a considerable amount of attention of 
late, and the Department of Agriculture recently issued a bulletin on the subject from the pen of Major 
Chapman, British Consul at Leghorn. It would appear that the soil and climate of a portion of the 
colony are well fitted for the growth of the olive. 


Orner VecETaBLis.—These occupied 2,619 acres, or 68 per cent. of the total area under ‘‘ Other 
Crops,” and consisted largely of pumpkins—1,980 acres—which returned 10,721 tons. There was also a 
considerable area under taro and yams, 200 acres ; and cabbages, 169 acres. 


Garpens AND Orcuarps.—There were 3,308 acres comprised in the gardens and orchards of the 
colony. ‘The term “orchard” as used here is applied to a few fruit-trees of different varieties, but 
area included under each being too small to be included under a specific heading. This, for instance, 
accounts for the very small area returned as under peaches. This fruit-tree is found planted all over the 
colony, and the aggregate area must be considerable ; but the trees are so scattered and planted amongst 
other fruit-trees that the acreage cannot be computed except where the number is.so great that they are 
specially returned, and can thus be included under “ Other Crops.” The same remarks apply, although 
perhaps to a less extent, with respect to vegetables of all kinds, and even in a slight degree to maize, 
sorghum, and many other crops which are grown in insignificant patches. 
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Artiriciatty Sown Pasturn.—The area of the land artificially sown with perennial grasses 
which was devoted to pasture was rather greater in 1896 than in the preceding year, but was still far 
short of the area so employed in 1894. Full particulars as to the districts in which the natural herbage 
is supplemented for pasture purposes by the preparation of artificially sown meadow laud will be found 
on reference to Table VIII. in the Appendix. 


Most satisfactory results are frequently obtained in serub land by sowing clover and other 
perennial grasses in sotl which has received very little previous cultivation. In one case perhaps a 
crop or two of corn is previously taken immediately after the timber is felled and burnt off, the land 
having been worked only with the hoe. By these means the first growth of weeds is kept in cheek, 
the tillage being the least amount which can be bestowed. As such land rapidly—after the first crop of 
weeds has been overcome—becomes excellent pasture, and supports a surprisingly large number of cattle 
in proportion to its acreage, whether for fattening or for dairy purposes, it forms at a small cost a 
most valuable adjunct to thefarm. In six districts upwards of 500 acres of artificially sown pasture were 
utilised for grazing purposes—namely, Toowoomba, 3,939 acres; Warwick, 1,740 acres; Killarney, 
1,626 acres ; Herberton, 834 acres; Cairns, 815 acres ; and Nerang, 548 acres. 


Enstace.—In 1895 there was a considerable increase in the quantity of forage returned as having 
been stored by means of the silo, although the tonnage even in that year fell far short of the merits such 
system of storage warrants. ‘There were 748 tons of ensilage returned in 1895, and only 495 in the 
subsequent year, showing a reduction of 253 tons in.the latter year. The reason for this is hard to 
determine, unless it is due to the extreme conservatism of our farmers. At one time it was deemed 
impossible to store fodder in this manner except by the aid of erections and appliances more or less 
costly ; but it has been demonstrated again and again that green forage may be stored in the open 
without any pit or enclosure, and with little extraneous pressure, much in the same way as hay, and with 
but little if any more trouble, whilst the nutritive capacity of the like quantity of green herbage thus 
stored is said to be very much greater than if turned into hay. A silo, moreover, can be packed with 
many kinds of forage that cannot be converted into hay, such as green maize, sorghum, green 
sugar-cane, &e. 


One satisfactory circumstance in connection with the employment of the silo last year—which in 
a degree compensates for the smaller quantity made, and affords hope of an extension in the near future 
—was the extended area over which this mode of preserving forage was adopted. There were only 
eleven districts where ensilage was made in 1895, and nineteen districts last year. 


Tons, 

Warwick ... ie3 er A at te ie #x9-L00 
Brisbane .,. Pes ae ia ee aa iS amy 80 
Goodnar <-.. wat ser AT bea si 0% ee 
Caboolture... ae cn wee ee ee owe Jee A 
Dalby zs ee ee Sok aes ADS ass rive ca 
Fourteen other districts ... aes oes Sus aes PrP tot3 
Aggregate total... as ae ae vee 495 


In conclusion, I may say that multifold duties which I have to perform has prevented me from 
devoting as much time as ] would have wished to this Report. I have also to express my acknowledgments 
to Mr. Thornhill Weedon for the able assistance he has given me in its preparation, and for the care 
with which the tabulated matter with which it is interspersed has been prepared by him. 


WILLIAM T. BLAKENEY, 


Registrar-General. 
Brisbane, lst July, 1897, 
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Table No. I. 


Return of the Number of Horses, Carrie, SHEEP, and Pics, in the several Perry Sessions Disrricrs of the Colony of QUEENSLAND, 
on the 3lst DEcEMBER, 1896. 


Petty Sessions Districts, Horses, Cattle, i Petty Sessions Districts. Horses. 


Adavyale as ig} i 44,391 702,694 7 | Ingham 

Allora ... a eas E 16,905 94,549 Inglewood 
iptia’ es. Ss. | BOM 118,514 3,316 36. || Ipswich 

Aramac ... a wi 955 26,663 298,562 55 || Isisford 

Augathella x are of 46,688 346,401 Killarney 
Ayr ue or is »766 22,541 1,035 596 Laidley a 
Banana ... ore ae | Sb, 626 112,252 11,123 Logan ... Fs Sa 8 | r 124 
Barcaldine Es 5 3,74 15,106 1,070,660 E Longreach... Be af | : 2,005, 586 
Beaudesert “ wee 186 38,521 355 5,304 Mackay ee ae 6,623 83,3! 2,429 
Biggenden rs i. 15,548 hi 3 Marburg es Ae | , 52 35 
Blackall tie oh 5 6,378 982,642 Mareeba eS es 
Boulia ... se i 9,984 ° 254,895 f Maroochie... one | 3,$ 20 
Bowen ... iz we § 201,619 2 Maryborough a 7 | j 162 
Brisbane... see eh 02: 10,862 2 3,507 Mitchell oe we 3,946 | 2, 170,833 
Bundaberg Sas a 3,68 51,974 72: 5 Mount Morgan : 9 | j 2 
Burke... My Pe 3,78¢ 163,082 4 i6 Mourilyan 


Caboolture 
Cairns 
Camooweal 
Cape River 
Cardwell 
Charleville 
Charters Towers 
Childers 
Clermont 
Cleveland 
Cloncurry 
Condamine 
Cook ... 
Crow’s Nest 
Croydon 
Cunnamulla 
Dalby 
Diamantina 
Douglas 
Dugandan 
Eidsvold 
Emerald 
Esk ni 
Etheridge 
Eulo 
Gatton 
Gayndah 
Gin Gin 
Gladstone 
Goodna ... 
Goondiwindi 


Muttaburra ... 
Nanango 
Nerang 
Norman 
Palmer aS 
Ravenswood ... 
Redcliffe 
Rockhampton 
Roma ... : 
Rosewood 

St. George 

St. Lawrence 
Somerset ic 
South Brisbane 
Springsure 
Stanthorpe 
Surat ... 
Tambo 
Taroom Ss 
Tenningering 
Texas ... a 
Thargomindah 
Thornborough 
Tiaro ... a 
Toowoomba ... 
Townsville 
Warwick 
Windorah 
Winton 
Woodford 
Yeulba 


! 
9,889 
230,988 
21,035 
25,095 
10,202 


1,694,104 
7,385 

63 
23,104 
seed 


3,652 
220,084 
58 


2: 
1,484,193 
1,023 


291,484 
226 
743,201 
107 
135,715 
359,561 
1,302,822 
50 


188 


Gympie ... et “eC 4 é 765 ; are 
Harriseiile sts a 2,835 3 56: é Totals for 1896 ....; 452,207 | 6,507,377 19,593,696 

Herberton .. | 57,820 | 585 Totals for 1895 ...| 468,743 | 6,822,401 | 19,856,959 | 100,747 
Highfields he Ean 7,7 | , 33 jeer nh (bra teaaeene sp EM) LET 
Hughenden _... oH l 97,859 { Increase in 1896 ... cs | ke ie eee 
Hungerford... ms § 24,415 5 Decrease in 1896... | 16,536 | 315,024 263,263 3,313 


= = pends —— ——————— 
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Table No. II. 


Return of the Numper of Carrie and Suerr in the various Perry SESSIONS DISTRICTS comprised in the SouTHERN 
Diviston of the Colony for the Years 1895 and 1896, together with the INorEASE or DecrREASE in the latter Year. 


Cattle. Sheep. 
Petty Sessions Districts. woe ma 
1895, 1896. Increase.| Decrease. 1895, 1896. Increase. | Decrease. 

3 " Bal | 
Adavale ... we re i * os 26,081 44,391} 18,310 | ae 675,587 | 702,694 27,107 
Allora _... sie ee Ae Fes 2 15,548 16,905 5 sy aaa 88,711 94,549 5,838 se 
Augathella Pitt. steht <1. ¢..,|' 46 SOB. Cabs GG8 B03"). EC 376,779 | 346,401 30,378 
Beaudesert oss re at ee ahh 41,013 88,521 fe | (2498 379 355 ec 24 
Biggenden* Ne be as on ee 16,855 15,548 nike fe BOT. veatyl Be ie ol a 
Brisbane ... ous fae ms ae i= 12,108 10,862 sce 2a, | Ps B46 739 | 1,124 385 Pps 
Bundaberg ya vs ve ae he 53,731 51,974 veo, | AME Re 1,194 | 722 2 472 
Caboolture ay Vi. un ah te 7,425 6,862 see | 563 90 46 Pe 44 
Charleville 4 ae a ce .. | 116,600] 123,036] 6,436|  ... 491,808 | 483,098 iss taf 8,710 
Childers ... 5 e si ie i 3,432 1,946 Aden bandas £71273 90 | 41 58 49 
Cleveland br at sey 5 ry L811 1,850 39 es 104 117 13 MF 
Condamine a oe we mag is 29,038 22,820 pe 6,218 | 18,095 | 9,155 ren 8,940 
Oise eres Ao le, | Toa deed [8.894 | HE, 26,666 | 201 aes 26,465 
Cunnamuila R fer ad st ia 87,929 86,260 Ne 1,669 |1,351,497 | 1,338,803 isa 12,694 
Dalby oe ot ea wee aii es aia 45,214 one 7,034 | 436,163 420, 169 a 15,994 
Diamantina (one-half) ... aes fan aa 7,190 49,164 TOTAL | hte 2,735 | - 1,187 Pee 1,548 
Dugandan Sa eS: cat ees Pe 20/338 20,966 628.) ~=s.. 479 359 ae 120 
Hidsvold ... = rth a ae rk 62,898 81,704 | 18,806 ae 15,588 14,311 = 1,277 
Esk igs ace. ade 2 68,852 64,640 ce 4,212 1,191 1,094 he 97 
Eulo peer mate tl Th egiseat RE 588 -. | "18,766 | 191:781] 193,567 1,836 tes 
Gatton... ae “cH wee aie re 21,718 21,353 = 365 872 333 a 539 
Gayndah .. ae vi vee Bis a 171,436 | 140,77 eG 30,662 3,821 2,632 a 1,189 
Gin Gin ... 45 fee oc ne da 48,697 46,730 Scare ed OBY, 300 324 24 ae 
Goodtime ae Nee t, Aas oh 1,806 2,286 480}... 68 50 oe 18 
Goondiwindi wee bes ies eee we 31,629 31,018 ce 611 | 266,929 269,220 2,291 “6 
Gyiipieice aeons heb 51,130| 53,168} 2,038| ... 23599 2,545 Sie Be 
Harrisville = ies war aa ees 18,694 19,958 1,264 ies 928 568 es 360 
Highfields ae +s = Sas ae 7,169 7,704 BBD uly ie, 686 299 aie 387 
Hungerford if te ae Mi, re 1,628 1,430 a 198 | 278,118] 224,415 ive 48,703 
Inglewood SEE TRE = Rae Ue 2 ol > oigepagis t |.a6. 658 888.|- Pt, 55,519 | 64,658 9,139 “ 
Ipswich hee +03 too ne oy ces 17,284 16,103 a6 1,181 369 488 119 aT 
Killarney ... Bg Ba me tee ee 8,657 4,476 819 Ie 197 128 iu 69 
Laidley... ae web a bi ae 14,534 13,143 a 1,391 249 303 54 a 
Logan tae vee fe wee Ea on 11,240 10,228 rec 1,012 47 124 77 oe 
Marburg 2 eae she es ate ie 5,481 6,529 1,048 nee 67 35 ws 32 
Maroochie ar re aes Bee ie 6,701 6,933 232 ae 65 20 oo 45 
Maryborough _ ... baa Ba eds wae 25,333 20,076 RS 5,257 194 162 he 32 
tee a ae oy ee oF “ee 143,033 132,824 fae 10,209 | 132,226 170,833 38,607 waa 

anango ... a ae eee at ee 87,213 89,298 2,085 one 13,134 7,385 ore 5,749 
Maree’: Soe tee: TG es 8,781 9,889] 1108}  ... "74 "63 eked sail 
Bedaiite A ma, AS we ras Be 9,704 10,202 498 av 6 oo 6 
toma ar cae as Pe as shes 106,152 97,554 ae 8,598 | 275,230 220, 084 ae 55,146 
Rosewood! ~ steer et  1|  aagigaae angen ine me 132 258 126 ns 
ae George ced as ae ee ae ere ele we ba 1,720,309 | 1,484,193 Ys gi 

outh Brisbane ... Ae a a2 fo 9, 82 we 4 2,279 1,338 ae 

(Diageo 8,698 "269 
Stanthorpe 21,188 1S5,987 | |. 68,819 ie 10,834 
, Stanthorpe ae 17,827 57,716 
Surat sas Ess 1 a ae es 40,162 87,523 en 2,639 | 273,613] 268,015 aE 5,598 
Mamibie rai Cte ee a lc agkeeM |? Siesdpiletnnags 563,566] 598,444] 34,878 se 
Taroom ... as Hiss ae a 3 147,327 | 155,698 8,371 . 19,833 18,500 ae 1,333 
Tenningering ... bs Se a. A 20,041 19,408 a "633 574 533 an 41 
Thargomindah |. A ia a .. | 385,601} 315,635 iS. 69,966 | 600,360] 391,484 “33 208,876 
TMATO. ie e oea, ae Sings 2 ae AOR be a 23084 278 226 ay 52 
Toowoomba ae pie we ~ wee 55,128 53,315 a 1,813 | 693,088 743,201 50,113 wae 
Warwick ... Wah at See te | STAR REAL SOSIGIb s eaoANe ee 141,205 | 1853715 vs 5,490 
Windorah spots halt) bes ae, Es es 136,184 | 129,741 | a, 6,443 | 239,241 179,780 Res 59,461 
Woodford.. € se aK re 18,512 18,971 459 eae 50 50 eb ais 
Yeulba na oe A ae pie 16,687 16,997 310 oe 175 188 13 
678,019 | 2,565,491 | 79,122 | 191,650 |9,029,846 | 8,452,572 170,620} 747,894 


Net decrease in Cattle in the Division, 112,528, Net decrease in Sheep in the Division, 577,274. 


* Called Paradise in 1895, 


w 
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Table No. III. 


RETURN of the Number of Carrie and SHEEP in the various Perry Sussions Disrricrs comprised in the Cenrrat Division 
of the Colony for the Years 1895 and 1896, together with the INcREASE or DrcrEasE in the latter Year. 


Cattle, | Sheep. 


Petty Sessions Districts, URES) 2ahi io ae =% =" 7 ae re 
1895, 1896. Increase. Decrease. | 1895. 96. | Increase. Decrease. 


Alpha vite iat ae iss ss nee 725| 118,514) 13,789 ie 309 | 3,316 | 
Aramac .., et a he _ a4 5,071 | 26,663 1,592 mae 346,826 298,562 
Banana __... me ia bak ise an 5,825 112;252.|.-... 3, | 11,883 11,123 ee 
Barcaldine ae i “i Fe a 7 15,106 6,892 See 979,054 | 1,070,660 | 91,606 
Blackall... =o ‘4 ~ Tae wee 3,012 6,378 oe 986,364 952,642 oe, 
Boule ce tee te wees | 1087001 254.808 | 91,105 87,610] 106,489] 18,879 
Clermont ... a see a ie is 162,175 | 176,871 | 14,696 619,678 | 640,966 21,288 
Diamantina (one-half) ... + 3 47,191 GONLGoI: Se Ov aie 2. 2,735 var 
Emerald... ce ss ae mr via 70,359 50,233 ae: 20,126 | j 1 ey: 1,050 
Gladstone ... aa ; an nee vee 128,371 113,348 Rae 15,028 | 2,230 | 5. 4,251 
Isisford a a6 $a ons T\3 ove 18,352 22,231} 3,879 ‘Ss af veh 
Longreach... ae — ifs ee as 42,358 457000) orl, seo ee | 2,005, 686 476,188 
Muttaburra = ie : a wey 71,725 60,831 .. | 10,894 D1} 1,694,104 if 
Mackay (Nebo collection, say six elevenths) 106,279 100,013}... 6,266 fs 46 
Mount Morgan Ae Fe ee 2,682 \ | | L 

Rockhampton —... ce oe os - 273,121 34,973 eta 17,632 |< RS 13,978 
Rockhampton... oh A ate ,) 235,466 | J | 352 | f 

St. Lawrence a ay iss eA .. | 150,882 T4271 |): bic -}h. 9611 8,485 ‘ vat 7,462 
Springsure sti ae vrs ie vr 176,567 | 186,662} 10,095 +. | 825,072] 283, a5 | 41,501 
Windorah (one-half)... ie ws .-| 186,185} 129,741 ee 6,444 | 239,241] 179,781 | a | 59,460 
Winton : ets e: 131,650} 145,612| 13,962 “a 168,984 | 1,302,822} 133,838 ae 


36,587 
316,947 


217,061 | 9,434,826 | 749,043! 531,278 


| 1, 
| 1,946,352 | 1,991,769 | 158,966 113,549 | 9; 


Net increase in Cattle in the Division, 45,417, Net increase in Sheep in the Division, 217,765. 


Table No, IV. 


Return of the Numprr of Carrie and Surrp in the various Perry Srssions Disrriors comprising the NorrHern 
Diviston of the Colony for the Years 1895 and 1896, together with the InorzasE or Drornasse in the latter Year. 


Sheep. 
Petty Sessions Districts. —_— ae : — aie 


| 
1895. 1896. Increase. | Decrease. 1896. | Increase, | Decrease. 


ar Fes Res ae rE ae by 49,827 22,541 ies 27,286 40 
BROWONS is ees ss) Peet tae 2 die | 9B8,640)| ROOT GIG [Pcs |) BoB 420 
Burke se wee ew | 168,068) 168,062 |. | 1,983 1 
Cairns ae tee gee ts ae aa 8,381 | Mao aes 6,652 | ee 
Camoowealie 2s. ee 25,076; 24792) 354 26,000 
Cape River... a i “de es a 108,284 ! 29; 21,194 oi 903 
Cardwell... oe A re nt aa 14,433 . ¢ 10,404 | Ax 
Charters Towers ... tke See ine ne 252,036 | D0 5 108,531 375 2 oa | 
Cloncurry ... its ae ts ae age 275,297 296,105 | 20,808 his 388,628 53, 92 “ho | 34,708 
Cook FM et ae cic SD ad 56,305| 18,515/ ... | 37,880 | 4 ce 5 4 
Croydon _,.,. ne a5 at Jf ae $2,660 | 19,619 vey of feeb Oe 503 alee | 501 
Douglas... a ee nS +e ae 2,782 | 1,168 on 1,614 ae ee ee Nencn 
Etheridge... | 48886! 147,080] si73| , 6 ae | 6 
BREA ho soc aan cade Masten oie Rape nee Bree 5,691 128 549 
Hughenden... ae re wey eve ri 286,660} 297,859} 11,199 aa 1,162,254 | 1,304,368 
Ingham ., os Be ve ae ae 55,020} - 18,5385] ... 128 140 
Mackay (less Nebo collection, say five 88,567 83,345 ie 5,222 1,067 1,104 
elevenths) 
Mareeba... ae ive 5 Ne <i 4,094 2,452 
Mourilyan .., ite F, aa rs cae 885 764 ne = tee ana Age 
Norman... EL | 191,688] 980,988 9/350) ~.. 29,372| 23,104 “he SA 268 
Palmer a ay oe me ite “a 787 | a os | F 
Ravenswood =e a + a ae ai ; 1 
Somerset... i. a ere “4 A Ps | 805 | j 15 
Thornborough _ .., ae ae fe ee 46, 41 BEE oe ssf te te 
Townsville .., ms a AY ts 23,974 5,$ ae S000: : 107 


2,198,030 | 1,950,117 | 97,316 | $45,229 | 1,610,052 | 1,706,298] 143,796 | 47,550 


Net decrease in Cattle in the, Division, 247,913. Net increase in Sheep in the Division, 96,246, 


LIVE STOCK SLAUGHTERED. 
Table No. V. 


Return of Live Stock SLAUGHTERED for PRESERVATION as Food, or FREEZING or for TALLOW, during the YEARS 887-1896, with the Quantity of Mzar, TatLow, Larp, &c., produced. 


vs 


| S| 8 | NUMBER SLAUGHTERED, | MEAT PRESERVED OR FROZEN. | 3 
as 8 } | = 
| = l Ree Th oo pPeciiee : 2 igs 
i Cattle. | Sheep. | Beef. Mutton. | = Ea = 
2 Pa | ° S od 
Year. } 3S | 3 = | , z Rtas | % S z 
j S a. | 6 | 5 3b Pe | z ae BS 
o pod 3 | 4 | 5 & Z Hogs at | =3 | Bacon. EVs S 3 cS 
Pass ef | Ae | & | Abb ry me =| | S 8 5 3 | 2S =i) is 
FS ee | S | a S Z | S x S as 8x 5 
5B | pe ules Naeects S oe z £ 2 Bie ol a ge | 3 
ers = = ‘ff | & 4 = | a (2 ¥) 2) | S| oe fo 
| | a Semel ———_—_——_| — 
| | | | . 1b: Sheep Ib. Ib Ib. Ib. tons. 1b. 
#57 pak CEU ae Cea ae Mo ae a 4 alte} 15,578 23,448 a 5,174,000 ae 47,203 1,267 
| | 
1888 ... 4. bs ua ae Ed ie was 5 | ey | 12,315 14,613 ae | 3,995,000 | Hci 71,132 1,109 
{ | * 
1889 -| 4 ae 11,266 | 85,988 350 7,403,046 | ms | 120,199 1,170 3,029 
1890 ‘ r 6 Me 16,831 141,763 4,446 10,636,039 es, | 111,838 2,073 
| | } 
1891 | 8 286 21,919} 8,784) ... | 28,111 | 122,022 fi 17,790 | 16,194,329* laters 135,128 2,632 | 15,435 
| | | | | 
1892 ... br CN asin 8 eats dot Siotesepl ev OU fee DCO 28,683 24,567 | 32,000 170,683 162,662 317,421 $19,329 | 3,008,090 | 17,862,694 1,751,909 | 5,650,907 | 1,149,778 | 148,135 6,639 75,102 
| | | 
1893... ak see ane ee At: ae ik 25 1,129 43,543 | 39,828 41,166 | 150,668 | 66,025 1,070,082 | $56,145 | 7,751,031 | 28,137,501 1,726,541 2,851,255 3,971,018 228,264 11,183 56,764 
| | | 
1894 ... Ay hs oe as eee oes ie | 31} 1,127 77,916 | 48,558 67,611 | 394,405 57,787 417,328 $48,539 | §17,640,457 33,305,023 | 5,862,373} 2,749,042 | 4,695,280 | 168,805 15,683 84,070 
| | | 
1895 eee a see ove oe .. {| 39] 2,848 104,969 | 80,487 98,374 385,060 | 75,600 743,257 $58,870 | {9,849,396 | 50,349,956 5,088,502 3,064,458 | 94,941,512 | 511,533 21,263 | 169,093 
¢ | | 
(Metropolitan 4 > | H 
Barcaldine 1 | | | i | 
Bowen 3 | | | | 
Cardwell 1 vt as 23 | | | 
Charleville 2 4 Sa dae | | | | 
Charters Towers 1 was ar ae | | ' | 
Emerald 1 A s | | | | | 
Esk 2 | | | 
Gladstone 1 | | | | | 
Gatton 1 | | | | | | | | 
1606 yaemenaen - S +| 35 | 2,838 77,719 | 76,483; 87,562 | 262,151 | 100,550} 430,696 | 67,084 | 19,197,234 | 50,245,213 | 2,911,902 | 4,571,086 | 65,108,726 | 517,011 12,736 | 203,972 
A, = 1 | | | 
| Longreach 1 | | 
Mackay 2 | 
Marburg 1 | ! | 
Norman 1 ae a on | | | | | | 
Rockhampton 1 =e oO a | | | | 
Roma i, eee 3 | | | | | | | | | 
St. Lawrence 2 | | | | 
Toowoomba 3 } | | | | 
Townsville 2 | | | | | | | 
LYeulba 1 | | | | | | | | 
| | | } | | | 
* Of this 4,255,733 Ib. were preserved, and 11,938,596 Ib. frozen. + Number of pigs killed by farmers for bacon not collected. + Including pigs killed by farmers for bacon, &c. 
§ Includes 682,955 Ib, salted. i) Includes 326,232 Ib. salted. § Exclusive of 925,025 lb. pork (fresh and salt), made by farmers, in addition to their bacon. 


a. Includes 182,586 salted. b. Exclusive of 1,220,034 lb. pork (fresh and salt) made by farmers, in addition to their bacon, 


Table No. VI. 


Ornee Propucts of Meat Preszrvine, &c., EsTABLISHMENTS. 


District. No. 


Manure. 


1895 ... 36 
(Metropolitan sob \ 
Barcaldine ... 
Bowen 
Cardwell 
Charleville ... a 
Charters Towers ... 
Emerald 
Esk ay 
Gladstone ... 
Gatton 
Hughenden 
1806 4 Laidley 
Longreach ... 
Mackay 
Marburg 
Norman 
Rockhampton 
Roma “ 


35 


St. Lawrence 
Toowoomba 
Townsville ... 
LYeulba 


= 


Return showing the Number of Carrie, SHEEP, 


13,627 


Edible Fats. Hides. Skins. Bones. plata Hair, Oils, &c. | ooae 
— - | — > 
Ib. z Number. £ Number. £ Tons. £ £ b. £ Gallons. £ £ 
560.219 6,599 280,781 161,795 1,170,559 160,545 1,332 5,001 3.905 59,434 1,979 28,454 | 2,661 | 353,609 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
597,000 1,950 239,305 141,559 0,482 119,370 683 2,808 2,238 39,220 1,238 23,782 2,350 | 285,190 


Table No. VII. 


&c., SuaveHrEReD for Consumprion for Foop in SomE of the Prrncrpan Crries of Que 


ANIMAL and the Estrmarep Quantity CONSUMED PER Capita, for 1896. 


BNSLAND, together with the AveRAGE Deap WEIGHT of each 


LB, CONSUMED PER CAPITA, 


POPULATION. NUMBER SLAUGHTERED. AVERAGE DEAD WEIGHT, 
cerry (including SupuRBs). f 3k fas» 
lect Cattle. Sheep. Calves. Lambs. Pigs. Cattle Sheep. Calves. Lambs. Pigs. Beef. 
Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. Lb. 
Bowen 1,413 988 350 80 20 85 700 40 160 30 96 489 
Brisbare 100,913 34,706 | 181,256 8,725 | 4,738 7,891 660 43 41 32 Hy 227 
Bundaberg 8,250 5,536 10,290 543 200 Y15 | 625 50 75 30 80 420 
Cairns a3 2,000 1,290 1,410 a nee 228 | 568 41 = aH 65 363 
Charters Towers ... 24,000 12,565 52,478 790 | 1,282 2,836 646 44, 180 30 90 338 
Cooktownt 2,000 2,743 51 577 11 364 600 47 120 20 50 823 
Gladstone 1,000 605 840 Camara LO 112 700 45 100 25 80 423% 
Gympie 12,000 4,256 9,196 565 | 258 762 650 4d, 5 31 73 2304 
Ipswich *13,059 5,569 15,947 261 228 847 714 46 80 35 87 304 
Mackay... 5,300 3,622 4,384, 321 91 348 520 40 100 25 80 | 355 
Maryborough 34 11,724 5,981 10,535 672 | 184 776 750 50 45 35 100 383 
Normanton{ =| Be = oa Er eulerl. tyes tt a $y. et HM a i 
Rockhampton il 20,000 8,027 87,911 555 | 655 1,725 585 44. 117 25 68 240 
Roma ; *1,857 1,310 38,857 9- | © 165 199 672 56 50 22 96 474. 
Toowoomba ie *10,936 4,761 16,840 47 600 400 600 45 80 30 100 261 
Townsville a *10,356 6,317 26,505 437 884 1,012 660 40 0 25 90 403 
Warwick ... a 4,000 1,320 4,000 30 30 50 600 45 80 30 100 198 
228,808 99,596 | 375,850 18,618 | 9,201 18,550 648 43 62 30 86 282 


* Census population of 1891 


+ The Inspector reports that the relatively high figures given for Cooktown is caused by the quantity of meat purchased by miners and others for consumption elsewhere. 


Mutton. | Veal. | Lamb. | Pork. 
10 9 Ok 6, 
We te 8 IF 1606 
62 5 1 9 
29 oe vee 7 
96 6 13 10} 

i ie mae 9 
38 04 9 
34 3 1 5 
56 14 oy 5t 
33 6 $ 5 
45 3 0+ 64 
83 3 1 6 

AUG.) i 10 
69al ieee 2 4 
102 3 2 9 
45 0% 1 
aE 4 ut 7 


——_—_———_ en 


ix) 
oO 


Total, 


514} | 
3144 
497 
399 
452 
868 
471 
2734 
3674 
3994 
438 


333 


- 601 


336 
519 


2444 


365 


+ Return imperfect. 


Table No. VIII. 


the Toran Exvent of Lanp under Currrvarion, and the ARFA under each DEscRIPTION of Crop, in the several Pzrry Sxsstons Disrriots of the Colony of Queensland, during the Year 1896 


RetvuRN showing 
a al 
ge oe | 3 | WHEAT. OATS, H eaiey. | wee = | Baia SUGAR- | Thy 
ape a a ae ey ee oor bid ea a 
La] o 2 | } | nm 
BeEl se | ee ee | Pesta sii. ue | deal oth We herhae 
a2 3 ; oe - | : 3 qa $ 
Petty Sessions [S22]. 2 z 2 | 6 | (res S) Ss ls ly | | | | tk oy agate a Peete Boars | | 3 
Districts eee 6s] 5} ae | = | | Rati ree Pee | oe | | Brier of ] Grasses. Ei 18 
i 8o3| 22 | 3B Pe | 3 | seit | et a Co ee | RD f= al ea | & | FI = - 2 a | 
Sas! xO | & xO | 3 | een $ be el Sibes gil gs a ea Zs g S ; “| 3 
HSS, An |g | Ag | Es|_. | les ins £6 | Sele]. a ls ols] sls 8S iss 3: $ 3 a) 8 
Saaq 5 s 8 | ae | ay | 2 ie |= O) & a I! Soi/Solc6 r=] 2 \if2 Qe 5 Rm < = |e be 
SHB) aS = a3 a abl ¢ ies |¢ (sts). es ae lesiS| @ a] BSS) Se akig ye as oe | | 2| 2 lel¢/8] 2 
ese] Ss | 31} 38 | 2! sees! =) 8318) ./88) 8 las elBsloi-a |e) 8] & e812) 8 [sis le a? Hoe aoe | Sal ee | 
ea) 3 | 8 | 38 }-8 1 B lglg) & | eS)z1e|35| Ss | go eigé/8/ = 1/212) 2 |s8'2]slele#| 5 | 851 = Ssln183) 8/2] 2 | F/P) 8] 3s 
a SB Lee 1.6 | a |s)] ais |slals So is Ale jal a|as3] & |6°/2)/8 i8isi'a |S") 8 e713) 3s" g s gz S22) 2) 8 
3 g rilhee pale gn Se) 8 3 13/3138 x ra eaaecia lec | Pe ee ae er ey Pa ee a ; pee 2 
SOU" Y B = mB = $ : : 2 ° i) 2 | Bg) 2 2B ae 5 | o : . : ae ey 
ae By) pe s | 6 8 6 |s|s]| & Ss / 8/515 | 5 s 1815|5/5 bet & 8) 2g egies’ 2/3 (2/2) 8 12/8; 8/8/88] 
ee | ee eda | Aa a ee ee S)2/2 2128213 /5) 8 18/8) 8) 8) elf /siei') § 
Beaudesert ...| 20) 3367) 15] 3952! .. | .. |..|...] 88] 100 1}.6| 2587) 8} = ! 1 1 eee Nza (ia eel tea 
Biggenden ...| ... 741 | 98 643 1 Boe L TE 1 Mra | Pn Me 353 1 1 Pedpee es Me al a | 35 Lied | 4/86} 67 
Brisbane... -< |) 263 |" BASL.| —-8L} BO70N) ce fo eBay s | aaa BLS PON 10} * 705 | 997]... 10) Fae Fide feed Ott ld} 47) 5 re 3] 1 Se 8, (16 18 
Bundaberg... 15 | 21,517 | 1,093 | 20,424 | Has| 147 | 1u9 | 4316; 731]. | i at poe 157 | 100 107} 3| 16} 154) 4] 142 |435 | 76 [389 | 304 
Gancotaves ) cc|- 13 | aoa | <9 | peel ahh ae | a | ia) eee | ube 41 | 102 | 20 | 33 1} 17] 3] 93] 7] 48134! 101 
Childers... ... | 31 | 11,953} 72] 11,881 | ees |g 2 kL LU Ws fl Ld $86 3 | 10 ead 3) iA So eet cc Bras Ul hae 13 | 3} 9]24] 8] 68 
Cleveland ... |... 761| 19 77 We Nae reper al Repeat 103. 2042S ee te 5/0 ca at ay 3 s 3)... ibe |e | 8 vo oe Oe 
Crow’s Nest ... | 246] 4,161 | 751 | 3,410] 144] 21/27] 7} 49! 18] 98 | 21 | 9.497 8 | 18 en Sees «| 5] 26] 1) 336] 26178] 48] 50 
Dugandan ...| ... | 8312] ... | 8312] 28] 9| 6 155| 35]... | 16] 25] 7.300) 98| 3 ai, 16 | | My | ve | a | os. 189] 52 
Eidsvola eae 318| 4 Sb at Ore ebay) 20 ; Paci cars Za hile eet ae Bort MOOS My. hearse | os ra 
Esk + «+. | 163) 3,489] 339) 3150; 2] ... | 3] 1] 103| 48| 23] 4/22] 2076 9{'1| a3} 7 | 85 ofa Nana re Ee) OH OS Oe MS: * 
Gatton oo 70 14,257 | 508 13,749 416 | 41/54} 517} 60 | 10 | 57 | 46} gsi4 9 | 31 (115 12 | “7 |a,101 3] i 1% “ dhe MY : .. | 5/109} 69 
aynda) ~via 2 2 4 3 | 5 1 } 5: | 9 tice | 2 57 | -.. {120 | 24 | 
GinGin... ...| 20] 93,4511 125] 3,336 2 Pe af 5 | 8] hcl oe 8 Nise st Wo Me etl 5 | | 2 ° 3 : ia 
Goodna 1. |... | 1,085 | i 19/8 m6] ese] , ee Us 3 1] 1] 9] | 2 
Gympie... ... 97| 2876} 9: | Vrcsuh 610 | 134/...] 8| 10] 1,210} 94! 20] ...| ... Besar; is 1] | Tica 6 4 
Harrisville as 233 7,171 | | 978 56) 4{ 4/37] 3,915 10! 5 | 86) 19 53] 1 i0 24| 65 - | 34] 44] 117 
peach te = oe BG ; | 87 4] 9 3,343 4g 1s} 1) 2 73 a Ay a8 | “ 2|..) 5) 8 50 
aidley ... ... |... | 16,043 | 31 55 | 20 | 24] 41 | 10,702 8 | 21 | 29} 23 | 971-1) 71 ‘ me 0) Diane a Nets ba eg 1 
aed me A 1/2) 8) Ben} ao) 2] 9 4 is st 76. ole ee ee 
Maroochy a 342 1'393 oe REN 18 a a8 ~ | 181... ibe: 2 40 2) = * | 19 | Ls 
Maryborough ... | 22] 3,704 ener is let gi eal 2] 5 | 1) 264) 18| 76] 41) 18 
Vanango yay Fare 1.163 10)| Ree 258 ace aie Res fea | | pod 2) 3] 114 | 18 1222 | 29 63 
Nerang fe — 548 4,230 | s 2 | 16 1,790 32 7 2 at | 6 os {ears Beray ae -1r lPee 2h 
Redcliffe SN ACES | 7) 17] 2485] 38 4} 2} - | 80) 81 31] 3)lo4|55| 465 
Pepe ra) ces | 2!27| 3,94] 33) 1] 10 16 | 6 a ese 2/13] 59110] 38 
ishane | rea Way 285 5¢ 3} 2)" : ses see a2 | ade bi8 19 
enntagedg ares a aed a | i) “1 | sab) “&] “3 |id/ ao | 08 | 8 
ring’... ‘i 2 
Taro... i 3 aa “3a | 7 | pi aaa | 1} ij : | 1 3 | 0 
Woodford | | | ene (ese fo 317 i eee ae : ee : 1 a aa s | " | LE 
Ras 4 va Li 2 re | | eo | "| ae ( Sera | i} t f ' q 
Total East ... | 1,800] 152,471 | |, 947 | 346 |198 126 | 7,433 | 2,420 | 78 |156 |401 | 66,319 | 993 (131 {411,159 | 38 | 5,265 | ane fea ase ic 
West of , | = me aS — foe 52 | 1,232 |604 1021 1923] 1,650 
| 
Main Range. ‘ | | | 
Adavale alse 14| 2 iB eema i eeeieenieea . | | Pe 
Allora ... °... | 330] 28,545 |1,000 | 27,545 18,493 | 185 |270 '478| 7io| ~ 70 205 | 99 ps e 3 He 
Augathella  <.. |... = site ba 257i. |e pm ies naa mBeal) ake | J) etl aie 
Charleville ... | |. 45| 5 ADVE Wee met | 4 | ae heen Bases los 
Condamine ...| ... Vatbrs WARS ER ee | “ 4 4 ame | 
Cunnamulla ...| ... 49}... CT ae ad ioos| ee ag, 4 ' 4)\ 12 
Moma ora ae 9 ae 104 a 987 32 | 5 | 29 47 | 2);11 1,334 | “97 rg 
’ aoe bis ace nae | - . 
of | -* ro : oy 
Eulo ae oo aur is mes os on | 
Goondiwindi... |... 174| 16} 158]... | 28 tis | 51 ah Ba eee a 
| ee) ee ea ave 1 ae =| 
Inglewood 174. wa 722) 60 341"..| 16} 371... |... |) 2) seat ee | ves | a dae 
Killarney 183 | 8,171 | 2,482 4/26) 55 2/113) 1| 8] 4663 3 | bo SONS 1| 
Mitchell ... 61 1.696 | 1,036 } 22 1412 ai 4 9 0 18 | 10 WiWwent ‘ 
ee 90 11! bss 
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Table No, VIIL.—coxtinued. 


Retorn showing the Toran Extent of Land under Cuntivarion, and the AREA under each Desorption of Crop, in the several Perry Sxssrons Distetcts of the Colony of Queensland, during 
the Year 1896—continued. 


5e a| | Fi oan | 
See) log WHEAT. OATS. BARLEY. MAIZE. RYE. | | POTATOES. ee aah | SOWN GRASSES. | VINES. | 
Seki g. E ——_——| a (ee i Gl Deen C | Z 
ago) “¢ pak | | | | | Other g 
S36] sz PEA Ais | | |; | Imcerne. | Panicum.| Sown Ne é 
Petty Sessions |wiS) 92 | FE | B 5 5 5 % | | |S 2 | % | 2 8 
Districts. een Be | & | as SI a es = Saleen ! qs — z aS 
a b of i] > 4 <= ! 3 4 A a £ | D +o = A 
$231 no | & x5 a Me 8. Bul 4 tebe | oe to ee ea ae 83| ss} |e]. 181 « [21,121 4 
Bia! 95 eg et en a © | Fis ar} ee Fees) a | a w® |e2i els = AS BS oS] Y |e a /218/6 a 
=aHS| av re a3 Fe asia] . | 8Bilea|] . (88! 4 ge | Iasi~| 2/8/18!) 8 |asl eles P=} MEN ES ES] a Pe set 9 Biel ele |] & 
g25] 28 | 2] 28 | 2) & 882! $188) 2|8i86l 2 128i lsigsis| S| 212] 2 882 sii 2! ¢ 18s] 5 8s s/S8) 8 |Z] € 812181 s 
5 ei 3 I ae g = |20)£) 2 120!) 2] 2/£ 2. )2£° | aije°; 2] a BE’ }o | 8S 1B?) ELS 5/ S@ |£8/] = |£8| 2/8] § | ea |fi/Ei|s |. é 
a Be | A | & ro] BH jo |S] Rs oH |S SATs. | ai S/H }alo|] & |S 4a/afo}a| AR {s Ais |RI|O a le A |AISIO] &S 
SovrmeRn 2) 2i¢|¢)aialele)¢}eigigia| 2 |g lelgeie 2/2/18) 8/8 /8/21212|/ 8 | 2) 2 1/2/28) 2) 22] B1BIsl8] # 
West of Main | 4 | 4 4 4 SS bale aabe bebe pe poet a |S cote menp ra) Sol Shea apee =f |feau eth feet ee | aq -|-—<q-| d-dh | Sp eae nee 
Range—continued. | | | | | | | | | oe | | 
Roma... od eee eae ee | 182 3,079 | 1,722} 500|52|18| 652 33.| 2); 12 1 | 140; 31) Fee | ofa Fae | | % 1 2} 427 |. 14 2) 22 |... 36 
St. George ooh ere 199") 23 199 7 AB 8 lech 88 ad gee fl nee ft ee | 45 | 3 | + on | Cereal | 4 1 y fa eres Py fe A een 37 
Stanthorpe wee 24 917 105 842 96 12] ... | 47 | 185 1 1 pe ee 4 Regu be 2.5 14 29 8 ° 17 3 {113 152 
Surat... Syd | econ 55 18 fe cae oa | we | Va eres ef | 1} | } 2 16 ‘ 1| , reat ete 3 
Tambo ... seat ase f a ee 18 nl ea = ; 6] | Sia} [caus Paap eed Ree ses 5 : 3 2 14-8 5 
Texas... bie 16 | 803 | 67 736 93 3 4 tee] one | 6 Ticcet AOShE shed Dy] Suse =f 1 ae ine | es 12 
Thargomindah...} ... | LE See iy eee Soa rca Bsa ler ess Be | eta ee jose | wil | Jel pacer Gere) ero Creed eee ene Peel ee i) ~ paewy |) see me 1 1 ies fn 
Toowoomba .... | 3,939 | 36,167 |1,781 | 34,386 |10,736| 359 |223 |868 | 1,169 | 162 |291 3 | 139 52) 3 26 } 832} 4]... Ben aA Rape | 3 |...|848 | 4,276 | 1,766 04 | 11 | 15 |1,023 151} 6 és 54 (323 | 422 
Warwick «| 1,740 | 21,710 | 309 | 21,401 | 7,036) 150 | 33 |184 | 373 4 {198 | 22 | 36 | 10,206 | 37 | 16 4 4 i} 456; 7)... or Perera ie coe Wee 300 12| 6)... 67 135 | 2 a 6 |134 59 
Windorah,partof| ... sea Satret Petaoe a: et eee en | Meee Baral ieee] iene |RPrr al Rg ey Me) Pe | ae Lredle just ceca ieee as <e ace re) é Ril) | Cs) SEEN 
Weulbaiss) | ste. Ss 1,409) 2) 1407] 565| 37) 45|...| 22 6 4 489 | 41 | irs 13 | 24 
} } 3 ——— i] ao Ses Sa See SSS ——| 
Total West ... | 7,858 | 116.479 | 3,869 | 112,610 '34,867 1,439 |1058)1749) 2,837 | 328 /1042) 124 833 | 43,233 | 350 |202 | 14 64 «. 969 886 | 1101 
——- ——— = ee Sas SSS ee ——— — | —|—— 
Total S. Div. ... | 9,658 | 268,950 8,544 | 260,406 35,917 | 1,835 |1243)1875)10,270 | 2,748 |1120/280 1234) 109,552 | 1,343 333 |425 223 | 306 932 |10 322017,509 4,503 | 3,531 j470 | 55 | 2,610 | 1,729 |154 | 1,234 (607 |1137|2809) 2,751 
CENTRAL. | | | } j | eae | | | 
East of | | | | ee Sal 
Main Range. | | | | | | 
Banana ... Geepe cts 37 18 LO as pepe ieee a Me ue aera) 2 see | | Rutaze ere aa ius 16 
Clermont A err 170 57 113 3 cys aught Sih see 58 UG) eno I pee) ec taeda 8 Deeg tel ee 35 1 6 2 ms 5] 1 3 
Emerald eSAi if tone 113 14 98 | se 2 4 15 15 4 Se 17 2 6 ra 16] 4 16 
Gladstone esi 75 486 47 439 saa 9 5 246 25 10 | a 29 77 3 Pah te | 4] 3) 6] 3 15 
Mackay (Nebo| ... 20 4 16 ee a 5 1 } ens ae 2 F Sie 4 
collection) | | 
Mount Morgan...|  ... 81 4 PO vedas Wea peace ek 15 Aho 5 peat 10 1s aaethec2| ani Oi seen oes Fe iI bie | DU ea TH A 
Rockhampton ...| 100 3,268 | 164 3,104 1 1,050 19 313 10 2 79 | 93 773 3 | 41 7) 322 8] 123 17 1 34 | 19 21) 15 | 74) 49 30 
St. Lawrence Fe 117} 16 LOL Peel) ae a 65)... | a 6| 9 [ea aber 4 2 a AA 2)) a S230) ee 2 
Springsure wel enate 224 91 133 3 5| 7 2 9 48 8 | AG 3 6 | aee Leen 1 20 a wee LG aes 1 1/5 12 
Total East ...| 175 4,516 | 415 4,101 | 7 Td lay dar | 1,076 37 797 18 | rae res 142 | 150 | ... 773 3 1] 412} 356 | 125 | 134]... | 17 1 50 | 22 29 | 20 |105 | 75 | -130 
eaacienpl eiateeceenes| ee ee a ee eee ee Lo ao es = 27 2 ek ae ee BN Fe Se 
West of | 
Main Range 
Alpha... HA (ocr OL ay 5 aes Rech eat Sell wees actin: Hise Fussell aaas enn AES Dares Cer oll anton 3 2 1 | 1 Foca tenes 4 
Aramac... ...] ... a Sp ee ~o as eae Rok peek see Dar estan (eee) ee ag terre SOR Bee! meee dale ae eee) i ig ade Wee, BBS | Fahl ie 
Barcaldine Sani bau i Os 88 4 Fee fee] peas 61 wee Bhat eset toe 12 oe Be oP) Perel trsen (ees 1 2 A aes eee Ao ero Wend be cect | 6 i L. 1 
Blackall... Rot (ict 124) 25 Na 5 16| & (a eo ery | jel | 28 ll 5 |... | 4 3] 3 17 
Boulia vee | nee asi oes on oe acwitl facagf ees af tee sae Race WEB | cee oes arcs Nistejfves. fe seark| pose |iirians vee | cee G1 
Diamantina, part, ... ae ate ty a Peon Siccred Nene hope Hos oeecil pace ices ar mete ESHA Bears 12h | ieee ee Pn re | : 
of | 
TsidfOrd sy <5 po sb: | ease 22 6 RO Subp as \ ss os oF ba 3 | ae | 
Longreach Fira hei eee ore a sez | ea 3 ae Me 3 Fe 
Muttaburra ~...}... 12 2 10 a we ‘ : - 1 
Windorah, partof} ... Bir case 5 ere | Bee . ass 1 
Winton .., eae bikie 2 Co eee 16 oh | ‘at é Sa 7 
Total West .../ ... 290 33 257 7 5|16|} 5| 66 2 40 2. 29 
Total C. Div....| 175 4,806 | 448 4,358 14 10 | 23} 5 |1,142 37); 1] 2) 2 837 18 Jy Rae 171 356 | 30 | 20 |112 | 81 | 178 
[CaaS ee! | ( 


Rervrn showing the Totat Extgnt of LanD under CULTIVATION, and the AREA under each Description of Crop, in the several Perry Sessrons Disrricts of the Colony of Queensland, 
during the Year 1896—continued. 


tty Sessions 


Districts. 


NortTHERN. 
East of 
Coast Range. 
Ayr 
Bowen 
Cairns 
Cardwell 
Cook 
Douglas ... 
Ingham ... 2 


Mackay (less Nebo 


collection) 
Mareeba... 
Mourilyan 
Somerset 
Townsville 


Total East 


West of 
Coast Range. 
Burke 
Camooweal 
Cape River 


Charters Towers 


Cloneurry 
Croydon... 
Etheridge 
Herberton 
Hughenden 
Norman ... 
Palmer 
Ravenswood . 


Thornborough ... | 


Total West 


Total N. Div.... 


Grand Total 1896 
895 


Increase in 1896 | 1,412 
Decrease in 1896 


Table No. VIIi.—continued. 


tent of Land unde) 
permanent Pasture with 


Extent of Land 


Artificially Sown Grasses. 


under Cultivation. 


Total 
Total 


Land in Fallow. 


BARLEY. 


MAIZE. RYE | POTATOES. 


Land 


Food for 


Cattle 


Total Extent of 
er Crop. 


Grain 
Hay. 
Green I' 
Hay. 
Green 


food for 


Cattle 


een 


Hay 


Acres. 
Acres 


Acres 


711 


2,600 


15 
181 
1 
16 


4,892 


ere 
Acres 
Acres, 


a 
S 
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Acres 
Acres 


Acres. 


Grain 


Acres. | g 


Food for 


Green Food for 
Cattle. 


SOWN GRASSES. 


VINES. 


Lucerne. 


Sorgbum, Millet., Ete 


For Sugar. 
Arrowroot 


Tobacco. 


Hay. 


for Cattle. | 


Hay. 


Not yet Bearing. 


Bearing. 


»ples. 


Bananas. 


am 


Acres, 
Acres 
Acres 


i 
5 
wo 
iva) 
a) 


2 7: 
244 | 2 ll 38 | 130 |... 21,076 


39 li 


Acres. 
Acres 
Acres 
Acres 


* ror 


Acres. 
Acres. 


Acres. 


or: 


Acres. 
Acres. 


= 
Sr 


Acres. 
Acres, 


set 


We DMM WowWee 
2 


: Oo : 
Oo: Skhwto: 


mH wor 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


= 
on 
bo 


3,166 |164 


11,960 | 336,775 
10,548 | 299,278 


5,326 62 | 12 | 581 


1236, 115,715 | 1,423 345 
1397| 100,481 | 1,862 202 |410196 !716 


15,234 143 | 17| 27 
161 eas 


nw 


2 


2 


600 


17,892 


994 |133 3,348 
5 14,315 


439 | . 116 | 1,568 
| | 


3,577 | 13 


47 | 32 
3,213 196 


4,630 
| 4,498 


1842 | 178 
1782 


239 


4.477 |823 
3,916 847 


60 


61 


561 | ... 


24 j109 
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Acres. | Gardens und Orchards. 


Acres. | Other Crops. 


Acres. 
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Table No. IX. 


Return showing the Gross Paopuce of Principat Crops raised in the several Perry Szssioxs Districts of the Colony of Queensland during the Year ended 31st December, 1896. 


ee 


QUANTITY OF PRODUCE. 
| | 
GRAIN CROPS, POTATOES. SUGAR-CANE. al HAY. VINES. | 
PETTY SESSIONS | S| | | 
DISTRICTS. : |- = = of | l — = \ | 
| S 3 ae } Sown Grasses. P a | 
| Sugar- ° 3 Coffee. Zz 4 | of 
~ : : $7 l pon | ps | . S s = Se oa | Re ) laate | Par- z Grapes = a 2 
Wheat, | Oats. Barley. Maize. | Rye.| Rice. |English.) Sweet.| 6 | Cane Sugar. | —e a Wheat. | Oats. | 7... Rye. Oth | Gath 5 | = | 50 
| | | 2. | Crushed. | 2 | eae Pani- ON | as r= < | 5 
| | S a Lucerne! com. oR & Fay S 
| \ ] o a Grasses. | a | Pa | S 
ee 2 = | | | a= ae —— ib = | 
| | | 
See Bushels. |8ushels.| Bushels. | Bushels. | Bshls.|Bushels. Tons. | Tons. Lb. | Acres. Tons. Lb. Cwt. | Lb. Tons. | Tons./Tons. Tons.| Tons. , Tons. Tons. Lb. Dozens. | Dozens. | Dozens. 
East of Main | | | | } | | 
Range. | } | | | 
Beaudesert eee = | | 85,917" |}. -: oRreeil | 383 | 191 2,240 ex = | ar 6 = | ine IGG 3 = 309 93 = 3,020 
Biggenden on 16 ea n | 7,052 | ... Re 40. 121 | | af | ra | 4 ri ee et 10 84 | 106 eis 
Brisbane se ae eae rep 20,261]... 2 857 2,403 | : ate | =e ace ite 6 752) ... ae 731 195 7 | 194,310 66,466 
Bundabers x: a Sov ae SEB08)|i a: |) a |) 18 ot 25,974 Recs | cess We) ee B70) 6 |) .<. 596 45 = 37,950 
Caboolture see | ae a0 aaa 15,643 | .. eS all 332 a At a 100 a see He fine 150} ... erall 33 3 | =e 25,090 | | 7,904 
Ohilfensvvs. | :--|) jens si - 23.241} 400| ... 58 ant 18,190 oe i Brie | eet atl Pa re 32 3 4,48)) 13,160 
Cleveland see] my: eo at, 822 ZOL Ne tose 34 | 3 | 400 ze Se ee - | 3 { | 505, | | 54,720 
Crow’s Nest <fei|t BST 210 | 564 76,304] 247] ... 826 : H em) igre a 31| 77 sce eal 87 je AT) amie 
Dugandan “ce 903 Peas | a 203,538 | - 60 | 1| 249 3,900 | “c aoa a eee | pas | 12 289 26 83 | 1,825 80 | | 18,700 oe 3,500 
sidsvold : eee ean 6,454] _.. ah mre | | u 1 eae 8 | 40 | | oe ae 32 
Esk 8.3 44 15 | 25 49,741) 34 | 4,460 cs H es | 179 6 5 790 | 79 = | | | 2,420 
Gatton ... 10,139 972 | 150 213,116 | 584 | Say oe 16°); ae ee 140 | 867] 116] 197] 5,213) 1,232 1 | | 33,308 
Gayndah eh Sis oe ne L286) Teh She Toa 12 1, oh [ee Se A | aise, [lee see 18 F | 112 | 1,420 
Gin Gin eas 20 fey. ae 24,451 bsp Shear 88 | se | 3 | | Teoro2 | | 52 21 1,000 | —-10,500 
Goodna as ie avd (ames 14,785 |... ifs 91 1,412 i | | 1S aso he ce 134 62 hy 60 300 
Gympie nA ee ST ae 39.044 | 600 me 348 4 : | meer | eet 847 6 | | 296 185 1 | | 
Harrisville oe 496 16 | 100 116,229 56 aS 217 56,246 31 | pe 73 | 1,310 8| 89} 1,619 1,065 ; | | | 
Ipswich ee 30 90 aa 79,876 | 320 sop oof 66 20,696 | es: pe 3}1011{ 4 1 | 2,787 | 439 11 | | 620 | 
Laidley ... | 3,856 612 | 491 Ceili 996 11,908 ee} |. 30}. 2 |» 230") 780+) 48), 90] 8,980 647 saa] 
Logan oe | “4p | 10 40 411} 946 ss 1,656 Joo Pepa errr 400 la | See ts ot 431 244 | 1] 137,404 | 
Marburg ce} 50 Pyne | ae 112,937 ath Re, 14s | 440 733 hr | ie cs 243 16| 28 660 149 of | 126,870 oe 
Maroochy ce ” 9,390 | ... ana 76 | 283 fas 178 | 178 270 Pk) | ROS c.sief) 12 aig ae Bee 6,420 | 359,318 | 30,057 
Maryborough ... oa 2 4 11,900 sees | ioe 344 692 = 1,184 1,309 4 | . _ {1,009 | 8] 12 195 107 BS j 121,948 | 104,159 \ 186,999 
Nanango ons i 140 200 rotoe 55 10 es] ae ice 150) | #22 12 Co ee mens} 35 83 Ce | 1,800 : 5 1,320 
Nerang on WE fs ie SES ecueel 735 217 Oo 651 910 530,280 | ... | es Wie aes 160 3 10 86 41 | eS | 45, | 11,470 1,104 62,350 
Redcliffe si) es te oie eos 2Oy al OG 313 ~ &: e ns see essa ea 14 | 706 8 | 2 547 69 | 2 3,200 16,420 23,131 
Rosewood =B) 78 deat t : 10| ... | 187 | 13L | 11,954 25 =e 2,240 ast eae 24 454 2 18 493 412 a a ne 400 
South Brisbane ... | | Sy = 326 | 1,303 on oy os oe ~ cs Peat; (OG) |e ses 7\| 924 524 - 12 | 1,700 5,694 10,984 
Taroom : peer 8 10,11 Sata es es a aS Te Ne 9 Va Es ee Ws ca 43 | Se TAM SO 
Tenningering ears : ee: Saal Ct Lege aa rl gy ee = _ aoe e Oag U  e WaT 4 3 att i Rae: eas 100 
Tiaro i | 140 147 | al 595 61 re 1,080 1,501 “co ae ee ¥ Pees sh 710 20 | 143 318 | 98 12 21.820 | 11,500 | 746 | 20,349 
Woodford =|) Bie xp Hl et 93 m4] we . x S36) te Me LOvs| Lavesh]) Lae eal ni | 14 26,740 | ea Ne Lal 100 
— | | —— | | — 
Total East ... | 20,993 2,204 1,540 2,694 | 416 | 12,187 | 10,588 | 141,002 | 32,978 53,048 696,918 | 57 1,300 582 |11,775 334 | 695 , 26,641 6,109 48 | 1,659,573 | 1,615,682 | 262,999 | 626,017 
jee | mse | | | | 
West of Main | | | | | | | | 
Range. } | | | | | | | | | | 
Adayale rat Bred S| ee Pa 8 sce i Aout eet sp Bed ES ad Pee oe aa: Paeoe|| 4,6€0 Pere 380 
Allora | 156,024 8,187 | 6,748 58 i308 Pee | | : as erg ee 4,888 310 ee 98,733 =" a F 
Charleville ee Ss va a PG (ae ie ES ae ats Bait zee OUD as Sen Mee bs ake 5 ae 15,900 300 oe 
Condamine ot ips ee ayy a a eat ah temtalt (sae Fa Aa | 70 | 4 Taree See Gr = ee pa Wea 200 oes af ; 
Cunnamulla... tee Fel ar Neca ag ue | 7 ee ea ies pare Nee oe | eral eal he ee ne 7 a iy 5,000 “ 
Dalby ove 16,891 751 515 35,494 | 320 oat 222 oy eee Bs nee ct | “E 45 7 2 1 158 oe eae 31,878 | 350 
Diamantina, part of we, on ay BN Pe ree j el less ey . ia fein eae ae nay a oe Ser | : 
Goondiwindi... me PVC ey i Weer 1 | 2 pager ee 6 | pean (ee 1 ea Pe: 8,900 ie ae 2,100 
Highfields on 29,910 169,261 | 128 oes 2,013 22 aoe : | 57 | 236 ro 9 593 10 on 218,520 | rr “th | 18,400 
Hungerford cc os exe lean a nes ase cee -* c: oe i libres Ss ae Pate hs ae sea ats : } a 
Inglewood ee 865 4,039 |... a 20 co eer Se se | 2,089 a ant ISH) al | as ~ Balers: a 6,950 a Eee Chae 
Killarney + 58,237 117,170 | 3,008 as 454 see eee eae 1,583 ae igs | Se: 3 tea 514 8 oe 20,982 ae ast eee 
Mitchell ve | 4,567 1,106 |... %7 2 | 8 a re > 20 9 z 8 10 bly 42,390 | | see vis 150 
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Table No. IX.—continued. 


Return showing the Gross Propucs of Principat Crops raised in the several Perry Sxsstons Disrricts of the Colony of Queensland during the Year ended 31st December, 1896—continued. 


} QUANTITY OF PRODUCE. 
a | j 
GRAIN CROPS, POTATOES. SUGAR-CANE. | HAY. Vinks. | 
PETTY SESSIONS y ss A . pee eee | es alee 

DISTRICTS, ~ | ' $ 3 | | ers i 
i S | gS} | Sown Grasses. z ey | 
. Sugar- E Sy 3 | |B pee ee NS SS Grapes a | 3 a 
‘ a - a { ° $< S : t| on eRyes | bs 5 E 3 
Wheat. | Oats. | Barley. | Maize. | Rye.| Rice. |English.| Sweet. 8 GoetcA Sugar. 5 38 I Wheat. | Oats. | ley. | Bye | pani. | Other Gathered. zZ Z z 

ae shit 4 a We Lucerne} arr Sown | 

| ro) { Grasses, | | 

| eek ee | - | 
aoe | | | | 
| 


SouTHERN. Bushels. [Bushels. Bushels. | Bushels. | Bhls. Bushels.| Tons. | Tons. Lb. ! Acres. | Tons, Lb. Cwt. Lbs. Tons. /Tons.|Tons.|Tons.| Tons, | Tons, Tons. Lb, 
West of Main 


| | 
| ' | | { | 

Range—continued, ' ! : =| 2 ( 1,411,560 1,000 102,3 
| 2 cea sane} 3 4 oe ae a oa nai =o 235 30 13) es a8 4 ae 411,51 oe i 02,343 
TN id a ey 0 ae ie 8 iT ie ie ef a ae laa $0] Dah, | cca cM Se Bipae eee 11,180 ie is 4,000 
Stanthorpe <.| i360 | 1393] “32 CES ea eee ly ae a me Ae rage fis | Mame 15} | (e243) tae 7 15 2 pn Joon “ “ 
—, a ie ris 5 | Ae | 12 ¥3 re Be Wee ae ae e = a Aad ix a 20 7,000 | 3 Hi 200 
= ee ee “ SB008 2 pS ed i: us the Bae Cc ee CW Wiel oss Bape | coe Yee oe 2240 a ae i190 
Thargomindah ...| i ie sg eel css Bal coud, ae iy ah sd are 3¢ a 3, 
Toowoomba "| 147171 | 14325] seis | 260013] be 7 738 15 4,704 | 983 3 836,823 | a 39370 


Dozens. | Dozens. 


Warwick 151,998 | 3993] 3,824 | 263354 | 384, 1,041 17 |Sacte a ee a 294 494,165 


to 
& 
So 
& 
o 
wo 
* po 
1 
Pina 
LS 
~ 
S 


Windorah, partof a Pe x ae is ae Be % | Nears i$, ree a | be | ced oe a ax 
Yeulba bs a 3,012 Ls ate 5,826 52 34 ai aK ie eran ee | és 28 Ooh ke Le ths 61 2 13,660 | “4 +¥: 
yr 66 7 5 5 3 - : 1,091 }4,340 | 166] 19) 14,213 732 25 | 3,275,531 600 1,000 170,533 
Total West ...| 580,166 | 29,957 | 17,777 | 1,115,632 EGS LBS scar es ed ib Nana fa : iemiaeeecat | ae mS farae Sane 
Total 8. Div. ...| 601,159. | 32,161 | 19,317 | 2,862,977 417 | 17,203 |. 0,727 |141,002 | 32,978 53,048 | 696,918 | 8,608 1,300 | 1,673 | 16,115} 500 | 714) 40,854 | 6841 | 73 4,935,104 _| 1,616,282 | 263,999 796,550 
arg al oe ) i | | anni Fe eee | | i? Sel ae Ge 
CENTRAL. | | 
Last of Main Range, | | onl | | | 2 | | 
Banana ... oe te | a | | s “es 2 He a2 ai | He oe 
Clermont... |" 6 me eaear 702 |... ae | 7 3 hae i ae ata ire ete || 7 El (ae a <2 ee 13/830 fee es eae 3e8 
canes ma is Soha ae 7.106 a4 ee aes | aeeia et fee a nee eens Pata | eae a ea ae age, Bee 3,270 2,930 950 | 6.164 
a! san eos wen | Pr » eee tue bat wes eee ee eee ose | | | 2's | | y 
Maokay(Nebocol-|  “., oe ibs OOS eseorgh er 2. “z Lis es a ee ee) farce | cena Mean RO Asti 1 ecn. || sees | eee pee a ET erie | a 1,420 
lection) | 


Mount Morgan ... a: a7 | apr 152 
j 


39 iit: Boe fies Koe Nitsa) En eae a eo 7 | ee Pee tae oe 3 T5601 2 250 
Rockhampton |. 10 te | sae ee hr soe 


15 7,139 134] 377 690 1,550 | By | <7 esl 1,347 3| "653 167 | 39 64,530 14,922 | 3,477 
St. Lawrence ye a et Af ‘945 | =. a 14 BB chee: BE els oe Pel aro fer ae al 5 | BE mA aun 80 
Springsure ne 65 sa BS 394] ... <eeea || 5 LO} fe me =A cree Ercan | \ireree 6'| gerry emer | | “ni 360 | 240 | 
— (See Se leo Se ee i PS] ed | MrT) SSE eee me oa eee 3 =a = ane 
Total East .,, 81 SE! 15 16,944}... aap pass GBBi ae 690 1,550 yg ene fee UN | 6 [1,364] ... 3| 852 | 174 39 | 99,066 18,092 | 4,757 69,454 
| 1, Jee Ss eee | a | | | ee el dacastce 
ec a a ee) re ae | 
West of | | | 
Mai | | | | 
Vc See ne a koe; gon arm ame sie es a Sa eee ees | 2,980 | 
Aramac .. od Bet ea | Rs | ae Sst coe Sas is, Sl ee ae | pa -# Pez a a ny ei | zat Le 
Barcaldine 14 aa ay } 80 Es > u 3 os, dee nS ee. lees és — 7 oa ie eco ee | bin Bee ma ee 
pps Be | oe dis 10 10 ae reg tent li oe 21, rr a 72( 
pot we i) Ms | ! m” | * ; ape eee rr aaa) 4 
RRS leer ier | gd Renee 
Diamantina, part “ I ecae | | ry 
of | 


Total Central 95 eaees = 302 541 


J | ene 4,200 20 
Isisford .., ae kor 7 apes) See se ide | 
Longreach Se ee se <o \) uedee | 4 Ce ec ie ve a 
Muttaburra te é ; re = 3 s = ae e ae 
Windorah, partof} —... ge re aah Bs | ifs 4,032 
Winton ,,; an oe 26 Pass os | FF 
eer 7 ee PaaS ery a Fe 38,426 
Total West ... Vv ) Js ae 69 13 ca a 


852 | 174 39 137,492 


oes | a i 
rvision | —— —_— sh 


Rervurn showing the Gross Propucr of Prinorpat Crops raised in the several Perry Sxssions Districts of the Colony of Queensland during the Year 


PETTY SESSIONS 
DISTRICTS. 


NortTHERN. 
East of 
Coast Range. 
Ayr ott 
Bowen 
Cairns 
Cardwell 
Cook 
Douglas F 
Ingham ais. 
Mackay (less Nebo 
collection) 
Mareeba 
Mourilyan 
Somerset 
Townsville 


Total East 


West af 
Coast Range. 
Burke ee 

Camooweal 

ape River 
Charters Towers 
Oloncurry 
Croydon .., 
Etheridge 
Herberton 
Hughenden 
Norman 

Palmer 
Ravenswood... 
Thornborough ... 


Total West 
Total N. Div. 


Grand Total, 1896 

HF » 1895 
Increases in 1896 
Decreases in 1896 


Table No. 1X.—continued. 


QUANTITY OF PRODUCE, 


ended 31st December, 1896—continued. 


| | Fi 
GRAIN CROPS. POTATOES SUGAR-CANE. HAY. VINES. | | 
; | 
vena Te 3 oe a {i as 
] S of de a 2 a 
= £ a J Sown Grasses. @ & 3 
. 3 ss Sugar- 3 lee 3 Bar- —— a RAR Grapes = = = 
Wheat. Oats. | Barley. Maize. | Rye.| Rice. |English.| Sweet.| + Cane Sugar. = 2qd c= Wheat. | Oats. Rye. | & s = 
2 5 os ° ley. ; Other Gathered. 3S £ = 
Henites Crushed. a = 8 Pani ae r=-) a ro) 
Lucerne) Gum Sown 
Grasses. 
oe a ee =e Beat 2 5 RETR, ae Sey eS | - pee = a 
Bushels. |Bushels.| Bushels. | Bushels. |Bshls.|Bushels.| Tons. | Tons. | Lb. Acres. Tons. Lb. Cwt, Lb. Tons. | Tons.| Tons.|Tons,| Tons. | Tons. Tons. Lb. Dozens, | Dozens. | Dozens. 
. | } 
| 
| 3,496 | 20} 276 | 4,515 | 6,146 : 2: a aa =: bi s 
3,870 ae 97 46| ... oe is ee im Reothare 15 | 65,300 910 78,798 
<3 56,058 14,385 48 669 | 30 1,857 2,932 A 7,795 6 . | ber 8,172,900 13,670 107,430 
2A) sc ree ee 16 . awe ap . 100 use 5,000 4,000 910 72,300 
+ 8 6.417 2,744 36 349 | cue ace 5 612 8 2 me, 75,370 4,210 35,085 
sh 6,977 1,525 ate 22 | a aot Nil reo ne 52,546 6,726 50,090 
eee : 2,995 iE 30 269 | 6,005 11,938 a 2 we 2,800 nee 100 
i 20 4,781 314 117 460 | 16,428 16,515 4 100 7,620 186,750 754 5,310 
2,927 | ... soe Wis Sat a Pat ee Nil | iy | 300 140. | ine 
1,185 190 fs 17 | 100 4,167 8,645 oe | ee | ae 6,745,980 2,750 7,000 
50 fe G1 Pee as 57 aS Anyi ore: A see | ate 14,304 401 195 
eae ex eae 1,060 ea | 146 26 Pe | oy 4 Bs ae 2 | 2,400 17,020 4,230 77,750 
Bee: 20 8 88,806 190 | 18,993 624 2,297 30 82,972 46,176 %| 13 8,407 116 AE 2 17 | 15,020 15,337,270 34,701 434,058 
pa ae al | J aly ee jammer Paes idel MOS A pe APR EN ee: oes ‘el pare aS | aE [Ne ein jt I ev i See! ees ey S| eae 
| } | 
| 
| \ 
; 4 2 vs bs \ | 1,400 10 
“10 i" a lag : ni 6 | 13,500 a “30 | 31250 
ees 10 46 ee eon 7 15,545 500 5,195 8,708 
m3 oes fed 10 BY | ig oy a | 1,580 ! 80 Vet 320 
407 10 15 116 33 | sf pe yy, 150 17,880 2,827 + 4,300 
2,582 ah 38 57 | 20 3 om mie “80 oye 5,580 un 950 
85,527 1,068 198 471 3,360 -* 123 93 tab 3,300 52,900 | 1,600 19,270 
1,618 ai 10 13 cer | 4 A $e 390 te 1,860 
| ae a f 1 | | R f; Ae a 200 
+ 3,652 My 14 36 | | se Be 2,740 135 3,064 
30 was 4 25 | ae 1,450 0 5) 736 
on i 2,500 30 13 53 Aas aus ee | oh 6,400 | 576 220 
oe pe ee a ee ried | erie oe Laer new (oS EE 5 pan | | : poe Bee 
ti a a 96,326 10 1,113 422 757 | 2,360 3 74} :.. Bee 93 7 34,915 87,480} 10,378 47,878 
| 20 8 185,132 200 | 20,111 | 946 3,054 30 32,972 46,176 3,385 16 | 8,407 one 290 93 2 24 49,9 15,424,750 | 45,079 481,936 
601,254 32,181 19,340 | 3,065,333 | 7.449] 20,528 | 18,451 | 14,322 | 141,032 66.640 100,774 700,303 | 8,629 9,707 1,689 | 17,836); 501 717 | 41,799 7,017 136 | 5,122,631 |17,059,124 | 313,835 | 1,348,990 
123,630 10,887 7,756 | 2,391,378 | 4,169| 19,245 | 19,027 | 14,233 | 269,110 65,771 86,255 346,853 | 7,511 | 14,069 1,428 |12,498) 372 | 945 | 30,835 4,662 226 | 4,254,795 |14,860,386 376,875 | 1,995,872 
477,624 21,294 11,584 673,955 | 3,280}; 1,283 | ... 89 ore 10,869 14,519 353,450 | 1,118 | 1d, 261 ! 5,338 129 ro 10,984 2,355 867,736 2,198,738 x5 ee 
ove nie We “cA oe Peal aes) . 128,078 a 6 ane aa ee 4,353 ae 228 aN 90 aaS | 63,040 646,882 
| | 


1¥ 


AGRICULTURE, 
Table No. X. 


SHowine the Toran Extent of Lanp under Cunrrrvarion, and the AREA under cach Desorrrt1on of Crop—Rerurn for TEN YEARS. 


eI a 3 AREA UNDER EACH DESCRIPTION OF CROP, 
Ag § 
ue % ea | ; 
cs E Se ain GRAIN CROPS, POTATOES. | HAY CROPS. 2 8 VINES. Z 
Year| 23 = HO | é : Sag | : z 3. 
85 = s& |——— : 3 a. 12 : oO & jo ; g Ss | as 
Fer (ak ta | | oe SE pie | I eat | | 3 fe | oa B | ag 
AS | = | 45 | dj 2 TEV Silat = | Pani- soe | se, [sel ge |e | & | = | ga 
Z= = g5 Wheat.| Oats. |Barley | Maize.; Rye. Rice. |English.| Sweet. | 2 & © | § | & | Wheat.| Oats. | Barley.| Rye. g cum, | Other. ga 4 33 ot oe AS | § g g s 3 & 
2 3 2 ? ict . | Bs £ 
3 ger 8| 2,/4|8 |8} 4a Oo ee) “i5s| 4 |e | 6 | 8 Ios 
— rasa Per ans el } F aa ‘2 5 | ea 
| | | 
. 5 beet = A x = PA Eats . . . . ce 24 = fe s ; a got ard gh ace : . < m “ P H 
(epee & S g a Wi Pic) | eee head me teal ie area lead Mega ee) (See ie cat oe et ee = <t inysed = mdaih bt Eten costae tied ATi = = 4 = 
| j | | 
| | | | eat | 
1887 | 205,737 | 16,892 |188,845 | 98,243 950 | 1,165 515 | 6604, 2,113} ...| 51,815 |174/128|...| 2,145 | 8769} 240 |... 13,244 | 1.231} 105 | 10,056 | 611| 651| 396| 2,048) 567] 992] s818| 9591 
1888 | 214,002 | 21,015 | 192,987 | 9,305 642 324 497 | 5,338 | 1,965 «. | 47,340 | 149 | 123 | ... 193 5,306 202 tae (OOS: 1,273 206 | 11,281 | 600 | 832| 271 | 2,220 581 | 1,068 893 | 2,614 
1889 | 247,073 | 14,430 232,643 | 8,459 750 1,254 A 249 | 4484/ 2,701 1; 49,741 | 210 | 266 | ... 7,326 | 12,717 544 wef 22,818 1,981 201 10,120 | 655 791} 317 | 3,282 628 | 1,194] 1,700 | 2.526 
1890 | 239,618 | 14,825 | 224,993 | 10,390 411 584 169 300 6.270 oe 16 | 50,922 | 276 | 540 | ... | 1,610 | 8,913 258 .- | 18,424 1,652 249 9,546 690 | 940] 351 | 3,8 721 | 1,234] 2,088 | 2,495 
1891 | 258,004 | 15.375 | 242,629 | 19,306 716 | 789 | 538 457 9,173 | 2,805 | 90 237 | 790} ... | 1,082 | 10,212 224 . | 17,678 | 1,287 172 10,760 | 681 | 1,022 | 285 | 1,188 | 1,423 | 2,672 | 3,300 
1892 | 260,828 ! 13,097 | 247,731 | 31,742 591 385 369 1,113 8,493 3/964 717 52! 222 | 318, ... | 1,423 | 9,065 129 464; 13,249 1,240 95 14,690 | 858} 880} 170 | 1,035 | 1,724] 1,694 | 3,359 
1893 | 252,075 | 8,826 (243,249 | 28,993 606 495 496 789 | 8,306 2,997 | 191 5 192 | 475 | 2,417 9,943 236 313 8,443 1,025 128 13,336 645 975 | 380 803 | 1,630 | 1,320 | 2,885 
1894 | 284,552 | 9,570 {274,982 | 28,997 | 1,477 | 1,418 283 650 | 10,523 | 2,775 | 100 | 71,818 | 282 | 915 | 4,643 | 10,993 195 319 | 10,228] 1,490] 160 ; 12,029! 605 \ 1,062| 320 819 | 1,672 | 1,434] 3,029 
| | | | | | —— 
1895 | 299,278 |13,959 | 235,319 | 27,090 | 922 721 | 100,481} 202 716 | 9,240 | 2,736 | 494 | 77,247 | 194 |1,061| 60 | 1,344 i! 221 410 | 14315| 2,411} 145 | 19,552 1,782* 239 847 | 1,900] 4,121 | 3,189 
1896 | 336,775 | 14,097 322,678 | 35,831 | 1,881 1,122 | 115,715 345 600 | 7,672 3,131 | 280 | 83,093 | 309 | 994 |138 | 1,845 ui, 568 282 427 | 17,892) 3,673 80 19,509 1,842 | 178 | 823] 1,791 | 3,875 | 3,308 
| | | | | J i t 
* These can no longer be kept separate. 
‘ 
Table No. XI. 
SHowine the Gross Propucz of Principat Crops raised in the Colony of Queensland—Return for TEN YEARs. 
QUANTITY OF PRODUCE. 
2 a | eras | i i Se war: . | trate = i 
GRAIN CROPS. £ 8 | - SUGAR-CASE. Ee | VINES, 
— | 8 = | ———— wn 
ae | a s ; : — | d 7 Sown Gras ee 5 ee Z Ss Z 
] ‘a + 3 Sugar- 2 | i i rapes & =} 80 
Wheat. | Oats. | Rani. Maize. Rye. Rice. iq 3 Be) Cane Sugar. | & Wheat. Oats. | Barley. | Tucerne.| ©2@2- Oalge | Wine Made. for Table | q § s 
f | FI ts 8 Crushed. | 8 ; =| eum. |qeeea Use. | Ss a § 
Bushels. |Bushels. Bushels, Bushels. |Bushels.|Bushels.| Tons. | Tons. Lb. | Acres. Tons. | Lb. Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. Gallons. Lb. | Dozens. |Dozens. Dozens. 
1887 182,308 13, 343 | 31,493 | 1,631,890} ... 23,570 | 15,661 | 15,018 see | 36,806 | 60,806 a 3,927 | 15,881 911 28,941 2,104 132 | 118,672 1,765,998 | 6,268,652 | 208.694 772,380 
1888 . 8,263 | 3,626 | 7,432 | 2,181,681 17,507 | 10,119 | 10,592 | 32,375 | 34,659 263 | 5,474 112 | 23,922 | 2,150 370 | 144,239 =| 1,835,831 | 6,320,868 ) 187.747 | 749'417 
1889 . 134,335 | 14,561 | 26,630 | 1,743,051 | + 4,121 | 10,650 | 15,239 7} 29,438) 40,169 | 14,333 | 29,093 | 1,691 38,968 | 3,734 353 | 164,626 1,967,667 | 4,993,517 |227,785 | 560.564 
1890 . 207,990 8,967 | 12,673 | 2,373,803 2,672 | 10,553 | 13,112 | 15,698 5,315 | 40,208 68,924 | 2,646 | 14,219 | 414 29,622 | 2,857 358 | 189,274 2,404,863 22,002,092 | 263,349 | 913,759 
1891 . 392,309 | 16,669 21,302 | 3,077,915 | 12,434 | 21,461 | 25,018 | 15,657 48, 746 36,821 | 51,219 7 | 1,783 | 18,832 672 34,552 2,659 344 | 168,526 2,619,337 (11,644,769 | 543,415 | 1,090,804 
1892. 462,583 | 12,985 | 6,969 | 2,333,553 | 8,001 | 33,380 | 20,493 | 16,168 | | 40,572 | 61,368 80 2,177 | 16,844 §225 31,147 2,465 154 2,267,087 [14,277,663 | 633,803 | 1'689,466 
1893 . 413,094 | 12,095 | 8,396 | 1,824,108 | 9,479 | 32,043 | 17,165 | 12,640 29,353 43,670 76.146 4,577 2,820 | 17,831 #452 | 18,734 1,715 304 101,528 2,081,854 /10.591,306 | 343,773 2,663,211 
1894 545,185 | 30,463 | 37,824 | 2,684,925 5,251 | 24,866 | 28,185 | 14,203 | {54,801 | 49,839 | 91,712 534,687 | 9,571 6,362 | 20,300 1|336 25,236 2,615 230 | 176, 497 __ 3,160,580 _; 8,928,025 | 686,135 2,048,919 
| | | ; | | | Total Wine made | 
of the Grapes" | All Grapes | 
} | | | returned in the | gathered. | ) 
| | | | eaiotaiiis colin, a | 
| | | | ; | Gallons. | b. | 
1895 ... 123,630 | 10,887 7,756 | 2,391,378 4,169 | 19,245 | 19,027 | 14,233 | £269,110 55,771 | 86,255 | 346,853 | 7.511 14,060 | 1,344 12493 | 372 30,835 | 4,662 226 238,208 | 4,254,795 |14,860,386 | 376,875 1,995,872 
1896 ... 601,254 | 32,181 | 19,340 | 3,065,333 | 7,449 ' 20.528 ' 18.451 | 14,322 | +141,032 66,640 100,774 |700,303' 8,629 9.707 | 1,689 | 17,836 | **501 41,799 | 7,017 136 170,733 5,122,521 _|17,059,124 | 313,835 | 1,348,990 


* Also 497 tons rye hay. 


t Not specially returned in previous years. 


~ Unginned, 


§ Also 867 tons rye hay. 


|| Also 617 toms rye hay. 


¥ Also 944 tons rye hay, 


** Also 717 tons rye hay, 


CV 


AVERAGE PRODUCE PER ACRE OF PRINCIPAL CROPS—RETURN ¥OR TEN YEARS. 
Table No, XII. 


| | eee g | B. | | | | | | SOWN GRASSES. | 
ree | | 28s s | 23°] |Tobacco | ; es e | 
| Wheat} Oats Rarley < Rye to, as S ag Sai | Wheat Oats arle | | | her | e! Grapes | Fae 
Year. | Grain. | Grain, Grain. Maize. | grain, | Rice | Be 3 Miss dea | ce [eee ata 3] cr ote: | (ita) (ilay). Giay) diay). ‘Lucerne! Panicum | fev ame: rane ps Apples: Rebate 
| aad -¥) 2 | | &° | | (Hay). (Hay). | Grasses 
oe h i ae 2th a | | a | | | | ae | ay (Hay). ee: | 
| | a SES ET RI Ig 1 co (rm ana NS Vg cae ae | 
|Bushels.|Bushels.|Bushels.|Bushels.|Bushels.| Bushels.| Tons. | Tons. | tb. | Tons. | Lb. | Cwt. | Lb. | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | Tona. | Tons. | Tons. | Tons. | Gallons. Lb. Dozens. Dozens. | Dozens. 
1887 ....| 22°10 | 24°26 | 27°03 | 22°31 ae 50°36 | 2°37 | 7:11 “a | 165 | 1,242°44 3°31 ae 1°83 | 1°81 | 3°80 | ats 219 | 71) 1:26) 19423 2,712°75 | 3,060°87 | 368:07 | 778°61 
1888 ... | 0°89 | 5°65 | 22°94 | 25°38 ale 37°41 1:90 | 5°39 Bh | 1:07 |. 1,710:54 | 11°58 rs 1:36 | 1:03 | 0°55 : 1-73 | 1:69 | 1:80 | 240:40 2,206°53 | 2,847:23 | 323:14 | 695°15 
1889 .., | 15°88 | 19°41. 21°24 | 17°84 “a 881 , 2°38 5°64 *7:00 1:36 2,780'90 | 9°52]... eot-96..1: 220k esta) eee fed ZL see 1:76 | 251:34 2,487°57 | 1,521°49 | 362:71 | 829°74 
1890 ... | 20°02 | 21°82 | 21°70 | 23°88 |15°81 | 22°55 | 2:09 ; 5°76 | *332°19 | 1:69 2,580°23 | 4°43 | | 164) 160} 160{ ... | 161) 1°78) 1:44) 27431 2,547°73 | 5,656°06 | 365°26 | 740°49 
1891 ... | 20°32 | 23°31 | 28:83 | 30°30 | 23°11 | 46°96 |. 2°73 | 5°58 | *541°62 ' 1:39 2,878°70 | 9°75 | | 1:65 | 1:85 | 3°00 1... | 196 | 2°07 | 2:00 | 247:47 | 2,562°95 | 2,988°14 | 477°52 | 766°55 
1892 ... | 14°57 | 21°94 | 18°10 | 25°32 | 22:23 | 29°99 | 2:41 | 5°45 |*296:19 1°51 2,597°92 | 11°97 | | 1:58 ).1:86 | 1°74 | 1:87 | 2°35 |}. 1:99) | 1°62 | 225°32 | 2,576°24 4,667°43 | 641'36 | 979°97 
1893 .., | 14°25 | 19°96 | 16°96 | 19°50 |19°11 | 40°61 | 2:07 | 422 | #153°68 | 1:74 2,337°17 | 9°64 1:17 | 3:79 | 1:92 | 1:59 | 2°22 | 167 | 2°38 157°41 2,185°23 | 4,371°15 | 428°11 |1,633°87 
1894 .., | 18°80 | 20°62. | 26°67 | 25:90 |18'55 | 38:26 | 2°68 | 5°12 / 4548-01 | 1:84 1,896:05 | 10°46 Ser 1:37 | 1°85 | 1:72! 1:98 | 2°47 1:76 | 144 | 291'73 2,976°06 | 2,9038°42 | 837-77 |1,225°43 
| | | | | | f t Grapes | | 
; | ! | ee | 
\ ‘ } ! Lb, | ‘ 
1895 ...! 4°56 | 11°81 | 10°76 | 23°80 | 20°64 26°88 | 2°06 | 5°20 | t544°76 | 1°55 1,787°90 7°08 | 23433 1:06 | 1°28 | 1°68 | 2°30} 2:15 | 193 | 1:56 | 2,387°65 | 8,794°79 | 444-95 |1,050°46 
1896 ... | 16°78 | 17°10 | 17:24 | 26:49 | 21:59 | 3421 | 2-40 457 | +503°69 | 1:51 2,266°35 | 8°68 | 70°34) 0°92} 154) 1°78 | 168 | 2°34 | 191 | 20)" 2,780°96 | 8,810°39 | 38133 | 753:20 
| ! i | | | \ | | | | 
+ Ginned. + Unginned, a The manufacture of wine by the purchasers of the grapes and not the growers has now attained such proportions that the returns can no longer be kept distinct, 


&P 


Retoen for the Year 1896, showing the Extent of Lanp Sown with WHEAT GRAIN in the several Perry Sesstons Districts from which Returns have been receiy 


WHEAT RETURNS—1896. 


Table No, XIII. 


for Grain, Cur for Grew Frrp for Carriz, and Unrropuctivs, respectively ; also the AREA affected with Rust, free from Rust, and the Propucs. 


ed, the AREA Mown for Hay, Rearep 


| RESULTS. 
Total | Scr RIy CUTTT 7 ’REE F 7 
Total Total AFFECTED WITH RUST, FREE FROM RUST. 
wae qa Total Area es Out | Area Pi ie a gs i he 
PETTY SESSIONS DISTRICTS. aie aE Mown for Reaped for Green Unproduc- ' | ap 
Wheat Hay. forGrain. | Food for tive. HAY. GRAIN, HAY. GRAIN. 
Gram é Cattle. Total Area Total Area a ~ a he 
9 affected | free from | ESSE is, 
ith St. | A g Rust. | rerag 
Yue Ea | Acres. | Produce, | Acres. Produce. | see Nore: a | Acres. | Produce. || Acres. | Produce. Baayen 
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